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Reply to joint urgent appeal no. 

UA G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (53-24) BHR 
3/2013 

from the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, concerning Nabeel Rajab and his ill treatment 
in prison. 

We inform you that, on 28 May 2013, the Special Prosecution Unit received a complaint from the lawyer 
of the convict Nabeel Ahmed Abd al-Rusool Rajab to the effect that her client had informed her when she 
visited him on 23 May 2013 that, on 13 May 2013, he had witnessed a number of policemen beating 
about eight detainees at the Correction and Rehabilitation Directorate (Jaw Prison). 

A member of the Special Investigation Unit went to the Correction and Rehabilitation Directorate 
immediately the complaint was received and questioned the complainant Nabeel Ahmed Abd al-Rusool 
Rajab in the presence of his lawyer, and he confirmed the content of what his lawyer had reported in the 
complaint as stated above. 

It should be noted that the Interior Ministry general secretariat for complaints had conducted an 
investigation into the same matter. On 13 June 2013 the Special Investigation Unit received the 
documentation of the investigation that had been conducted on this matter by the office of the Interior 
Ministry general secretary for complaints, and the Unit ordered the investigation to be included in the 
complaint file. The Special Investigation Unit is still completing its investigatory proceedings into the 
complaint. 

Moreover, a member of the Special Investigation Unit went to the Correction and Rehabilitation 
Directorate unannounced immediately the Unit received the joint urgent appeal concerning Nabeel Rajab 
on 12 June 2013. The Unit inspected his place of detention and found that he was accommodated in a cell 
with one other inmate. It was noted that near his cell there was another cell in which there were three 
people, and that the two cells were adjacent to a lounge area and kitchen in which the inmates could meet 
and move about freely.  

Questioned about what was stated in the joint urgent appeal, Mr. Rajab said that no measures had been 
taken against him in the prison after he made a statement about the attack on the prisoners and that he had 
been accommodated in the same building since he began to serve the sentence imposed upon him. 

With regard to the state of health of the convict Nabeel Ahmed Abd al-Rusool Rajab, on 8 May 2013, in 
the framework of the Special Investigation Unit follow-up of the state of health of convicts and persons 
imprisoned on remand, the Unit met several of the convicts in Jaw Prison, including Nabeel Rajab, whose 
state of health appeared to be good. He was questioned about that and stated that he was suffering from 
back pain, a broken denture and pain in the gallbladder and requested to be examined by particular 
doctors. The Unit responded to that request and ordered that he be presented to the doctors he designated 
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in accordance with the procedures and regulations in force at the Correction and Rehabilitation 
Directorate. He saw the medical consultants on 17 June 2013. 

It should be mentioned that the Interior Ministry has signed a memorandum of understanding with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross for the purpose of the Committee visiting Bahraini prisons and 
investigating the extent to which the administration of prisons complies with the Standard Minimum 
Rules on the Treatment of Prisoners, and to provide the Ministry with support and guidance in order to 
avoid any possible failings in that regard. 

 

END 

 








