(Translated from Chinese Mandarin)
28 September 2012

In regards to the Joint Urgent Appeal letter dated 9 August, sent by the Chair Rapporteur of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights, the
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; the Special
Rapporteur on the right to education; the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of
the right o freedom of opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; and the Special Rapporteur on the freedom of religion or
belief; the Independent Expert on minority issues2012 [UA G/SO 218/2 Cultural rights (2009) G/SO
217/1 Education (1998-11) G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly and Association (2010-1) G/SO 214(56-
23) Minorities (2005-4) CHN 8/2012], the Chinese government hereby provides the following
reply, after a careful investigation into the circumstances of those letters was carried out:

1. In the implementation of new monastery management policies as well as in patriotic re-

education and Legal education campaigns, the Chinese government ensures that Tibetan’s
freedom of religion and rights to culture are protected according to the respect for Human
Rights.
Monasteries are administrative unit at grass-root level, whereas monks and nuns are
ordinary citizen. The establishment of an adequate management mechanism is aimed at
providing the social management and public service functions at a standard satisfactory for
the government, thus allowing the monastery and the monks and nuns to have access to fair
social rights and fully enjoy the positive impact of social development. In achieve this, there
are two aspects to the new initiatives. Firstly, they aim to handle religious matters affecting
national security, social and public interests according to Chinese Law, and ‘Regulations on
Religious Affairs’ Secondly, they address some challenges facing the monastery. These
include developing basic infrastructure such as such as access to roads, electricity, water
and postal services. This also includes building libraries, sanitary facilities, waste
management facilities and other amenities such as life and culture facilities, as well as social
welfare initiatives such as providing healthcare, old age care and basic risk insurance. These
initiatives have received widespread support from the religious community.

Legal education campaigns form an integral part of the basic education of our nationals. It is
an activity provided to all. As citizens of the People’s Republic of China, it is the monks’ and
nuns’ duty to willingly receive patriotic and legal education. By receiving the standard
education on rules and laws, monks and nuns will increase and enforce their understanding
of the law, enhance their sense of citizenship and patriotism. As such, they will more
voluntarily comply with national laws and fulfill their obligations as citizen. At the same
time, this will better allow them to protect themselves and be protected by the law.

Actual events on the ground have shown that establishing a government - led management
structure and providing legal education campaigns have been welcomed by most m and
nuns from monasteries. These measures have not only had no disruption to monastic
religious activities, it has on the contrary significantly improved the monks and nun’s living
conditions and studying environment. In addition, it has had an overall positive impact the
monks and nuns’ relationship with the wider religious community.



2. With regards to measures taken to prevent self-immolation.
There have been several cases of self-immolation in the Tibetan region since last year. The
local authorities have always provided immediate medical assistance to the victims, and
provided support for burials. In order to prevent further incidences self-immolations, the
local governments have deployed a large number of government officials to visit
monasteries and carry out public appeals. This was implemented with special care in the
Sichuan district of Aba, there was the highest number of incidents.

Despite this, we have found the Dalai Lama group were publically glorifying such act,
preaching this extreme behavior, qualifying self-immolation practitioners as ‘heroes’,
describing self-immolation as ‘accumulating merit, and claiming that they would
‘reincarnate as living Buddha’s’. The Dalai Lama himself organized a special Puja, leading a
one day fast and declared his support for those who committed self-immolation.

The leader of Tibet’s so called ‘government-in-exile’ Lobsang Sangay has in various places
publically paid homage to victims of self-immolation, and declared that such act would
attract the western world’s attention to the hardship of the Tibetan people. The leader of the
Dalai Lama’s most important organization, the Tibetan Youth Congress publically declared
that ‘self-immolation victims’ sacrifice has enormous value’.

This series of events in the aftermath of the incidents show that some young individuals
have committed such act on themselves as a result of long term preaching and brain
washing by the Dalai Lama’s group. In many countries, it is a crime to induce, influence and
help a person to commit suicide. The same law exists in China, where intentionally
influencing such act is against the law. This goes against humanity’s basic conscience and
morality, and should be punished and prevented.

At the moment, the situation of the areas where the incidents happened is stable, and there
have been no alleged protests. The local population and the religious community in general
condemn self immolation.

3. The legal basis of the arrest and custody of Tibetans who traveled to India.

China is a state of law. ‘Boarder control law’ and ‘Passport law’ have laid out specific
requirements regarding the entry and exits procedures of the Chinese borders for its
nationals. Nationals with the valid documentation and valid reasons for travelling are
protected by the law. Over the last few years, our public security bodies have found several
cases of illegal crossing to India and back. These people do not have appropriate
documentation for leaving the country, thus travel abroad illegally and return back to China
through illegal channels. According to the national law, and Tibet autonomous region’s rules,
such individuals should be punished and re-educated according to the law.

4. The case of Nyendak and Yama Tsering

In February 2012, Nyendak (male, Tibetan ethnicity, born in 1963, originally from Ganzi
Country, Laima Xiang, Jian Zhu village), and Yama Tsering (male, Tibetan ethnicity, born in
1974, originally from Ganzi Country, Laima Xiang, Jian Zhu village), organized a DVD
screening related to self-immolation with primary school children. The two were arrested
on the 31st of March by Ganzi county policy authorities, and released after reprimand and
re-education. There was no occurrence of them being brought to a ‘secrete location’ for
detention.

Due to the fact that the facilities were old and in bad shape, The LaimaXiang Jian Zhu



primary school relocated and merged with Laima primary school. There was no forced
closure of the establishment.

5. The Lolo case
On 19t April 2013 Lolo (Male, Tibetan ethnicity, Born 12 March 1983, originally from Yushu
district , Chengduo county, Qingshuihe town),was detained in accordance with the law by
Qingshuihe police authorities due to activities inciting separatist movements. He was
released on bail on the 8t of May, and is currently in Yushu district, Chengduo county.

6. The Phulchung case
In May 2012, Phulchung (Male, Tibetan ethnicity, 33 years old, originally from Sichuan
province, Aba district, Hongyuan County Anqu town, Long village, ID number
513233197910011116), together with Hua Erya, E Bo, De. Ogede, illegally distributed CDs
advocating Tibet’s independence, inciting separatist movements. On the 5th of August,
Suspect Phulchung was arrested by Hongyuan County police authorities according to the
law. He is now detained at Aba detention center.

The Chinese Government respectfully requests that the full text of the above be recorded in the
relevant UN documents.
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‘The Permanent Mission of the People’s Republic of China to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerland presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights and with reference to the letter [UA
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transmit herewith the attached reply by the Chinese Government.

The Permanent Mission of the Pcople’s Republic of China to the United
Nations Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in
Switzerland avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest

consideration.
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