(Translated from Arabic)

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office at
Geneva

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations
Office at Geneva presents its compliments to the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention of
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva.

With reference to joint urgent appeal No. UA SAU 8/2014 dated 20 August 2014
from the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention concerning the sentence imposed in the
case of Hajras bin Saleh bin Muhammad al-Qurey and his son Muhammad bin Hajras bin
Saleh al-Qurey and the Working Group’s request for a response from the Kingdom’s
Government to questions regarding the case of Hajras al-Qurey before the presentation of
the case in the Working Group’s reports to the Human Rights Council, we wish to state as
follows:

1. (Are the facts alleged in the summary of the case accurate?):

The facts alleged are inaccurate. The two individuals concerned were detained while
the other members of their family accompanying them, not being involved in the case, were
released. The two were arrested on 13 Safar A.H. 1433 (7 January 2012), pursuant to
articles 2, 3, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33, 34, 41 and 116 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001,
on the following grounds: Hajras al-Qurey was suspected of smuggling 44 kg of the
psychotropic drug cannabis into Saudi territory. While his vehicle — in which the drugs
were eventually found — was being searched by customs, and before the search was
complete, he boarded the vehicle and sped off across the customs security area, driving
against the direction of the traffic, bumping into a number of other vehicles and passing the
exit point after crashing through the barriers and vigorously resisting security officers, one
of whom he attacked with a knife. He then boarded a police patrol vehicle and attempted to
escape, colliding with a customs vehicle. His son Muhammad al-Qurey was an accomplice
to the smuggling of the 44 kg of cannabis.

During their detention and imprisonment, the two accused have freely enjoyed all
the rights and privileges accorded to prisoners, including medical care, visits and
recreational activities, etc. They were not found to have been subjected to coercion or
torture. They were allowed to defend themselves and appoint counsel. Hajras al-Qurey was
examined at a mental health hospital, which issued a medical report declaring him to be
legally competent and responsible for his actions. All accused persons undergo a medical
examination at the time of their admission to a public prison and periodic medical check-
ups are carried out on prisoners in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Medical Services
Regulations. They are allowed family visits under article 12 of the Prison and Detention
Regulations and defendants have the right to appoint counsel under article 4 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure of 2001.

2. (Please provide information concerning the legal grounds for the arrest and detention
of Mr. Hajras bin Saleh bin Muhammad al-Qurey and his son Muhammad al-Qurey, and
clarify how these measures are compatible with international norms and standards as stated,
inter alia, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights).

The two men were questioned in accordance with article 109 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure of 2001. On completion of their questioning, they were remanded in
custody under a detention order issued by the Bureau of Investigation and Public
Prosecution (Department of the Attorney General) pursuant to articles 2, 36, 112 and 113 of
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the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001. Their detention was subsequently extended
pursuant to article 114 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001. Their case file was
referred to a general court by the Bureau of Investigation and Public Prosecution in
accordance with articles 6, 14, 126 and 129 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001. The
measures taken against these two individuals are compatible with international norms and
the treaties to which the Kingdom has acceded.

3. (Please provide information on the crime that Mr. Hajras bin Saleh bin Muhammad
al-Qurey was found guilty of and sentenced to death, and how this is compatible with the
“most serious crimes” provision under international human rights law).

Hajras bin Saleh bin Muhammad al-Qurey was convicted of smuggling 44 kg of
cannabis and was sentenced to death as a discretionary penalty under article 37, paragraph 1
(i), of the Repression of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act of 2005. His
offence was a major crime under article 112 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001.

Cases in which the death sentence is imposed entail numerous procedures to ensure
that the rights of accused or convicted persons are safeguarded in accordance with articles 2,
3,4, 10, 11, 129, 155, 158, 161, 172, 182, 183, 193, 213, 215 and 220 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure of 2001.

4. (Please specify the evidence on which Hajras al-Qurey was sentenced to death).

His son Muhammad confessed to smuggling 44 kg of cannabis which were found in
the reserve fuel tank of a vehicle that his father was driving. His confession was legally
validated by three judges.

The seizure and investigation reports confirmed the following facts: the vehicle in
which the cannabis was found was searched by customs. He boarded the vehicle and sped
off across the customs security area, driving against the direction of the traffic, bumping
into a number of other vehicles and passing the customs exit point after crashing through
the barriers and vigorously resisting customs officers as well as security officers, one of
whom he attacked with a knife. He then boarded a police patrol vehicle and attempted to
escape, colliding with a customs vehicle.

Forensic chemical analysis confirmed that the substance seized was cannabis.

A medical report confirmed the injury sustained by the security officer as a result of
the assault perpetrated by the accused and the weapon used therein was found in the latter’s
possession.

Hajras al-Qurey had 14 previous criminal convictions for offences including the
smuggling of weapons ammunition and drugs and bank robbery.

5. (Please provide information on each stage of the judicial proceedings conducted
against Hajras al-Qurey and his son and indicate how they comply with the requirement and
guarantees of a fair trial and due process under international human rights law).

The case of Hajras al-Qurey was heard by three judges in the court of first instance
in accordance with article 129 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001. The two
convicted parties filed an objection through their counsels in accordance with article 196 of
the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2001. The judgement was reviewed and upheld by the
Court of Appeal. The sentences were subsequently confirmed in a ruling of the Supreme
Court and a Royal Order for enforcement of the sentences was issued in accordance with
articles 216 and 217 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2013. These judicial procedures
are consistent with the norms and requirement of a fair trial under international human
rights law.
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6. (Please explain how respect for international standards with regard to fair trial and
due process guarantees is ensured during court proceedings in Saudi Arabia).

All the rights of accused or convicted persons are safeguarded under the Kingdom’s
legislative enactments, such as the Statute of the Judiciary, the Code of Legal Practice, the
Code of Sharia Procedure and, in particular, the Code of Criminal Procedure. Moreover,
cases in which the death penalty is imposed entail numerous procedures to ensure that the
rights of accused or convicted persons are safeguarded in accordance with articles 2, 3, 4,
10, 11, 129, 155, 158, 161, 172, 182, 183, 193, 213, 215 and 220 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure of 2013.

7. The Permanent Mission wishes to emphasize that the Kingdom is complying with its
international obligations under the human rights treaties and protocols that it has ratified
while, at the same time, affirming the importance of respect for national sovereignty and
the independence of the judiciary and rejecting any interference in such matters.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations
Office at Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva
the assurances of its highest consideration.
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