(Translated from Arabic)

Issues raised by the Working Group on the issue of discrimination against women in
law and in practice, Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights

Issue

Response

Request for additional information
on the current status of relevant
legislation with regard to the right of
women to pass their nationality to
their children on an equal footing
with men.

Request for information on any
measures that the Government has
taken or intends to take in order to
implement the recommendations
made by human rights mechanisms
and to bring its legislation into line
with international human rights law.

The Council of Ministers issued a decree on
11 January 2014 endorsing a draft law that ~
amends a number of provisions of the
Bahraini Nationality Act of 1963 with a
view to permitting Bahraini citizenship to

be granted to the children of a Bahraini
woman married to a foreign man, subject to
specific conditions and norms.

The draft law has now been referred to the
legislative authorities for consideration and
adoption in accordance with constitutional
and legal procedures.

A number of provisional measures were
taken pending the adoption of the draft law
by the legislative authorities, including the
adoption of Act No. 35 of 2009 concerning
the treatment of children born to a Bahraini
woman married to a foreign man, under
which such children receive the same
treatment as Bahrainis as regards residence,
education and health-care fees.

The Supreme Council for Women, which is
responsible for monitoring the
implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women and the relevant
Committee’s recommendations, continues
to make proposals and to adopt appropriate
measures in support of children born to
Bahraini women married to foreign men.
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Issue Response

¢ In addition, the Supreme Council for
Women has prepared an action plan to
monitor the implementation of
recommendations made by the Committee
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women. It provides,
inter alia, for coordination with the
legislative authorities in order to expedite
consideration of the draft law with a view to
having it enacted during the current session
of the legislature.
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Geneva, 27th January 2015
1/5(4) ~ 23 (wg)

Ref.: OL BHR 14/2014

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations at Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(Special Procedures Branch), and wishes to refer to the letter of Prof.
Frances Raday, Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the
issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice, Ref.: OL
BHR 14/2014 dated 14 November 2014, concerning the following up on the
information on Bahrain published by the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees in its 2014 annual note regarding gender equality in legal
provisions in nationality laws, and relevant requested information.

In this regard, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of
‘the Supreme Council for Women, kingdom of Bahrain containing
information on the aforementioned subject, in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (Special Procedures Branch) the assurance of its highest
consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui,
Chief, a.i.

Special Procedures Branch e
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human - ghts
Palais Wilson :
Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 22 917 90 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
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