The current NGO law, Law no. 83 of the year 2002, was adopted in order to give the
civil society organizations under its umbrella a number of advantages that were not
permitted under the law previously in force, namely Law no. 32 of the year 1964. It
also removed a number of barriers that were seen as obstacles to the work of those
organi zations.

In spite of the above, during the periodic review in 2010, the Government of the Arab
Republic of Egypt pledged to review the Law on NGOs, no. 84 of the year 2002,
making a commitment to respect human rights and freedom of expression and
opinion.

During the years 2012, 2013 and up to 2014, despite the events the country has
witnessed, which have included evil terrorist acts, the Egyptian Government has not
flinched from the commitment it had already made to review Law no. 84 of the year
2002, with the participation of civil society organizations, including the various rights
organizations, and has convened a number of conferences, extensive meetings and
community dialogues on this matter.

Several draft laws have been examined recently and put forward for wide socia
discussion organized by the General Federation of NGOs and Foundations, which is
itself acivil society organization, without the intervention of the current Government.

However, it has been ascertained that some civil society organizations have been
implicated in acts harmful to the general welfare of the Egyptian State. There is no
clear view of the activity of those organizations, and this has a negative effect on the
development process that is our goal. We are convinced of the need to amend the
current laws regulating the activity of such organizations.

The current NGO law contains provisions requiring all organizations coming under its
umbrella to be registered. The purpose of this is to regulate their activity, not to
restrict it. In a notice published on 18 July 2014, the Ministry of Socia Solidarity
called upon those organizations to sign their statutes in accordance with the NGO law
in force. The deadline granted to these organizations has again been extended.

It may be said that no one who seeks development and the welfare of society sees
anything wrong with working under alegal umbrella in the form of the domestic laws
in force. The fear that compliance with the laws will result in impeding the freedom
and independence of such organizations or that this requirement is a threat to the
existence of any of them, whatever the activities they pursue, is groundless. There is
no clearer evidence of this than the fact that there are now more than 44,000
organizations and foundations with various activities and objectives operating in
Egypt under the umbrella of the NGO law at the level of the Republic with various
activities within the framework of the law, which suits the nature of those activities
and those in charge of them.

We have repeated again and again that the Egyptian State is anxious to fulfil its
obligations under all international standards and agreements, particularly those related
to the field of human rights, and the authorities responsible are working diligently and
speedily to adopt an NGO law. However, this step will not be taken until the
necessary social agreement is obtained and the legal time periods have run, in
accordance with the provisions of the Egyptian Constitution.
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The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations, World
Trade Organization, and Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments
to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Branch), and
pursuant to the NV CHAN 2014.265 dated 9 of September 2014 in reply to the Joint
Communication sent by the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly
and of association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders dated
Aungust 29" 2014 concerning the compulsory registration of all civil society organizations with
the Ministry of Social Solidarity in accordance with the allegedly “restrictive provisions™ of the
84/2002 NGOs Law (AL EGY 11/2014), has the honor tg attach herewith additional
clarifications in this regard provided by the Ministry of Social Solidarity of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, and looks forward that the enclosed information be brought to the attention of the
mandate holders who presented the aforementioned joint communication, and be duly reflected
in the relevant communications repart to be submitted to the Human Rights Council.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations, World
Trade Organization, and Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special

Procedures Branch), the assurances of its highest consideration.

Ofifice of the High Commissioner for Homan Rights (Special Procedures Branch)
Fax: +41-22 917 92008

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
TO THE UNITED NATIONS & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
19 AVENUE BLANC, 1202 - GENEVE
TEL: +41-22751.6530 FAX: +41-22-738.4415

missinn.esyphaties.itint
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