Note
in reply to the letter from the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;
the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; the
.Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers; the Special Rapporteur on the
promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms while countering
terrorism; and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment

1. The general administrative office of the Interior Ministry has recéived a letter from the
director of the legal and human rights department of the Foreign Ministry concerning the joint
urgent appeal from the aforementioned rapporteurs about the allegations they have received
of torture, detention, ill-treatment and other acts contrary to human rights and freedoms
concerning the persons referred to below.

2. The competent persons in the Ministry have studied the matter and submit the following:

We inform you that the aforementioned was detained on 16 January 2014 at 7 p.m. when he
was committing the offence of riotous assembly provided for in article 178 of the Bahraini
Criminal Code. He was therefore taken before the public prosecutor and the judge of the
juvenile court, who ordered his continued detention in the juvenile welfare centre. At the
session on 4 February 2014, the juvenile judge ordered him to be turned over to his guardian,
who undertook to take care of him and to ensure that he attended the trial sessions when so
requested. : '

On 2 March 2014 at 9.10 p.m., the said juvenile was again detained committing the offence of
riotous assembly and the offence of intentionally starting a fire, provided for in articles 178
and 277 off the Bahraini Criminal Code. On 26 May 2014, the judge of the juvenile court
handed down a judicial ruling to detain the said juvenile in the juvenile welfare centre.

The juvenile was subject to several reform programmes and was permitted visits from his
family twice a week. He was also permitted to use the telephone and, on 22 August, was
permitted to visit his family home from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in preparation for his release by the
judge of the juvenile court if his behaviour improved and his family took care of him.

Clearly, all the detainees in the juvenile welfare centre are no more than 16 years old,
regardless of the reason for their detention, though their social and behavioural status does not
differ from that of the said juvenile and they do not represent any danger to themselves or
others, but they are in the juvenile welfare centre in order to be subject to reform programmes
to ensure their preparation and rehabilitation in order to reintegrate in the community as good
citizens.

-, I

We inform you that, on 24 April 2014 at 9 p.m., the aforementioned was detained while
rioting, setting fire to several tyres and throwing Molotov cocktails at police patrols in the al-
Dir area, acts punishable under articles 187, 221 and 277 of the Bahraini Criminal Code. He
was remanded in custody at Samaheej police station. On 26 April 2014, he was transferred to
the remand centre at al-Hud al-Jaf. A medical examination was then conducted to establish
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his state of health and he was found not to be suffering from any illnesses and did not
complain of any injuries. Following the receipt of the aforementioned joint urgent appeal, he
was interviewed and stated that he had not been subjected to any abuse or harassment since
his arrival at the remand centre at al-Hud al-Jaf or to date.

. With regard to Hussein Al Singace, Elyas Al Mula, Sayed Mahmoud Fadhel, Mohamed
Ramadhan, Mohamed Al Farsani, Mohamed Al Shaikh and Abbas Al Samia, we again state
that the reported allegations of detention, torture, forced disappearance, ill-treatment and
solitary: confinement are entirely without foundation and there is not a shred of truth to them:
Moreover, the detention procedures were in accordance with the procedures provided for i
the Code of Criminal Procedure of 2002, which is in line and compatible with international
standards on the protection of human rights.

. Hussein Abduljaleel Abdullah Al Singace
He was detained under a decision of the Military Prosecutor during the National Safety
period. ‘

. Elyas Faisal Maki Ibrahim Al Mula.

Accused in a case of attacking security patrols and arson, he was detained on 11 May 2012
under an arrest warrant issued by the public prosecution and then appeared before that
authority. ‘

. Mohamed Ramadhan Issa Ali Hussein

He was detained on 18 February 2012 at Bahrain International Airport under an arrest warrant
issued by the public prosecution and was therefore taken before that authority.

. Mohamed Rada Ahmed Hussein Al Farsani

He was detained on 8 July 2013 in accordance with article 27 of Law no. 58 of the year 2006
on protecting society from terrorist acts, which provides that, “If there is sufficient evidence
to charge a person of committing one of the offences provided for in this law, a police officer
may detain the suspect for a maximum of five days ... The arresting officer shall take the
statement of the detained suspect and send it to the public prosecutor after the expiry of the
aforementioned period ...”.

He was permitted to contact his relatives on 9 July 2013, and was then taken before the public
prosecutor.

. Mohamed Badr Jasim Al Shaikh

He was detained on 2 February 2014 and then taken before the public prosecutor.

Abbas Jameel Tahir. Al Sami . ,

He was detained on 3 March 2014 under an arrest warrant issued by the public prosecutor,
and was permitted to contact his father on 4 March 2014. He was then taken before the public
prosecutor, on 5 March 2014, and, in view of the illness the suspect was suffering from, he
was sedated in the military hospital on 6 March 2014.

The public prosecutor issued a decision to take him to a forensic doctor, but he refused.

As for Sayed Mohamed Fadhel, his name does not appear in the registers. We therefore hope
to receive his full name as well as his identity number to enable us to do the necessary.




+ The Ministry of Interior emphasizes its respect for the principles contained in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and its commitment to the international human rights standards
provided for in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Right, and that the Constitution and
laws of the Kingdom of Bahrain guarantee the rights of detained persons and make it an offence to
subject suspects to any form of torture or ill treatment.




Geneva, 215t October 2014
1/5(4) - 402 (wg)

~ The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office and
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), and would
like to refer to its note verbale no. 1/5(4)-358 dated 15t September 2014;
note verbale no. 1/5(4)-376 of 26th September 2014; and note verbale no. 1/5(4)-
386 dated 1st October 2014, containing reports from several authorities at the
Kingdom of Bahrain covering the joint urgent appeal, ref. UA BHR 10/2014
dated 11th August 2014, and UA BHR 11/2014 dated 14" August 2014.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith an additional
report by the Ministry of the Interior regarding the UA BHR 11/2014 dated
14th August 2014.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
the assurance of its highest consideration.

Mr. Karim Ghezraoui
Officer-in-charge

Special Procedures Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human nghts
Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Genéve

Fax: +41 22 917 90 06 /917 90 08 OHCHR REGISTRY

27 OCT 20t4
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Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
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