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  (Translated from Russian) 

To the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan,  
Sirodjidin Muhridinovich Aslov 

Sir, 

 The Office of the Procurator-General of the Republic of Tajikistan has considered 
the request for information by the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the 
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, Anand Grover, 
the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, Gabriela Knaul, and the 
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, Juan Méndez, concerning the circumstances of the death of Mr. Umedjon 
Islomovich Tojiev, a citizen of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

 Mr. Tojiev, born in 1979 in the Isfara district of Sughd province, married with four 
children, resided in the village of Langar in the Vorukh jamoat (administrative division) of 
Isfara district. In 2005, Mr. Tojiev was recruited to the banned terrorist organization Jamaat 
Ansarullah, a branch of the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan. Between 2005 and 2008, as a 
member of the banned organization, he rendered all kinds of assistance to the members of 
the organization in their criminal activities, in particular by hiding and providing clothing 
and board to a wanted Jamaat Ansarullah member. 

 In the course of inquiries into these allegations, officers of the Isfara militia station 
No. 1 attempted to call Mr. Tojiev into the station to make a statement.  However, Mr. 
Tojiev failed to comply with the militia officers legitimate demands and refused to appear 
at the station. A penalty was thus imposed on him in the form of rigorous imprisonment for 
a period of 10 days by order of the court of Isfara on 30 October 2013, in accordance with 
article 479, paragraph 1, of the Code of Administrative Offences of Tajikistan. 

 On 2 November 2012, Mr. Tojiev was brought to the office of the head of the 
criminal investigation unit of Isfara militia station No. 1 as part of the criminal investigation 
into his case, No. 39849, where, on questioning, he confirmed his involvement and 
membership in the Ansarullah criminal organization and other information on his activities 
as a member of the organization. 

 After the interrogation, Mr. Tojiev, in an effort to flee justice, attempted to escape 
by jumping from the third floor of the Isfara militia station building. According to a 
forensic medical report, No. 93 of 18 December 2013, Mr. Tojiev sustained moderate 
bodily harm as a result of the jump and fall from height in the form of a broken left leg, 
chest injury, brain contusion and bruises. 

 On 4 November 2013, Mr. Tojiev was detained by the investigator of the 
procurator’s office in Isfara, M.M. Kaiumov, for offences covered under article 187 
(Criminal conspiracy), paragraph 2, article 307 (Participation in an extremist association), 
paragraph 2, and article 307 (Participation in the activities of an organization which has 
been banned by a lawfully binding court ruling for carrying out extremist activities), 
paragraph 2, of the Criminal Code of Tajikistan. On 5 November 2013, the Isfara court 
ordered him to be held in custody as a preventive measure. 

 On 28 December 2013, a preliminary investigation into the criminal case against Mr. 
Tojiev was completed and the case was brought to the Isfara court for review. 
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 On 4 January 2014, Mr. Tojiev was placed in hospital facility No. YS 3/5 of the 
Central Penal Correction Department of the Ministry of Justice of Tajikistan, where he 
received comprehensive treatment in accordance with the doctor’s orders. Mr. Tojiev’s 
state of health improved and he lodged no complaints about his illness or treatment during 
his stay in the hospital. 

 On 19 January 2014, at approximately 3 p.m., Mr. Tojiev’s health suddenly sharply 
deteriorated, which prompted the medical staff at the institution to provide him with basic 
medical care and an emergency team to be called in. However, the assistance provided to 
Mr. Tojiev was not effective and he died some 50 minutes thereafter, i.e. at 3.50 p.m. that 
same day. 

 According to the forensic medical report, No. 18 of 4 February 2014, Mr. Tojiev’s 
death was caused by massive blot clots (measuring 17 x 1 cm, 10 x 1 cm and 1 x 1 cm), an 
enlarged heart, damaged heart fibres, thickening of the ventricle walls of the heart, lung 
membrane haemorrhage, arteriole wall thickening and excessive blood flow to the 
arterioles, which caused severe cardiovascular and respiratory damage and led to his death. 

 No evidence of physical harm caused by the use of torture against Mr. Tojiev was 
found during the forensic expert examination of his corpse. 

 The inquiries made by the Isfara procurator’s office into the circumstances of Mr. 
Tojiev’s flight from militia station No. 1 turned up no evidence of torture or other methods 
of ill-treatment against him by militia officers. However, it was found in the course of the 
inquiry that Officer S.M. Ulukov of Isfara militia station No. 1 had violated paragraph 141 
of the Regulations on the Protection and Escort of Detainees and Remand Prisoners, 
confirmed by Ministry of Internal Affairs Order No. 1012 of 31 December 2012, which was 
the reason for Mr. Tojiev’s absconding. Thus, a criminal case against Officer Ulukov, 
senior field agent and senior lieutenant of Isfara militia station No. 1, was opened on 17 
January 2014 in accordance with article 322 (Dereliction of duty), paragraph 1, of the 
Criminal Code, which is being pursued by investigators of the procurator’s office of Sughd 
province. 

Yours sincerely, 

Procurator-General of the Republic of Tajikistan 

State Counsellor of Justice 

    










