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The status of the residents in Camp New Iraq (formerly Camp Ashraf) is regulated by the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Iraqi Government and the United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI). On the basis of the provisions of that Memorandum, the 
measures taken to transfer these people to Camp Liberty with the aim of transferring them to a 
third country and the measures to provide them with protection in both Camp Liberty and Camp 
New Iraq fall within the obligations of the Government of the Republic of Iraq and are 
essentially determined under domestic law and the provisions of that Memorandum. The Iraqi 
Government has dealt with these persons under the supervision of UNAMI and the facilities they 
are provided with are in line with international standards. This can be observed through the 
UNAMI reports, from the date of the entry into force of the Memorandum in 2011 up to now. In 
implementation of the Memorandum, all the adult residents, who numbered 3,164, were 
transferred safely and under the supervision of UNAMI to Camp Liberty, with meals. As for the 
persons remaining in Camp New Iraq, it was agreed between UNAMI and the Iraqi Government 
that they would liquidate the property in Camp New Iraq, despite the lack of response of these 
persons to UNAMI’s appeals. 

It was necessary to complete the move in coordination with the local government in the province 
of Diala and to speed up the move to Camp Liberty, but these people delayed agreement on a 
formula through their non-cooperation, which cast doubt on their intentions. It should be noted 
that the Iraqi forces were protecting them and supervising their humanitarian needs well 
according to the UNAMI reports, even with the delay in the implementation of the Memorandum 
of Understanding. The Iraqi Government therefore resorted to legal channels to guarantee 
evacuation of the camp and requested the judiciary to supervise the taking of an inventory of the 
property in order to facilitate the transfer of the remaining persons, which proves the civilized 
and humane handling of this matter in all its phases and up to now. They did not cooperate with 
the judiciary, however.  

1. The version contained in the letter is not accurate as it differs from the information 
obtained by the investigative committee looking into the incident on behalf of the Iraqi 
Interior Ministry, which began its work on the same day as the incident. It should be 
noted that the residents of the camp did not notify the Iraqi forces, nor did they lodge a 
complaint against the actors. We should like to point out that the procedure followed by 
the committee, which is still continuing its investigation into the incident, a copy of 
which is attached, was under the supervision of UNAMI. 

2. No resident of Camp New Iraq has laid an information about the incident and the 
authorities have received no complaint from them, but the judicial authorities took steps 
on the basis of an information from the legal representative of the directorate of police of 
Diala province after hearing explosions from inside the camp, and implemented 
proceedings in accordance with the law under the supervision of the competent 
investigating judge. 
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3. The Iraqi authorities have conducted judicial investigations and police investigations, 
which are still continuing. It should be noted that the investigations began on the day of 
the incident and that the case is before a competent investigating judge. (See annex) 

4. According to the police reports, no complaint or claim has been lodged by anyone about 
the absence or disappearance of persons who were resident in Camp New Iraq, but the 
police have taken steps on the basis of a decision of the investigating judge, to circulate 
their names to all official bodies and border regions. Moreover, no claim or complaint has 
been lodged, so the issue of compensation remains in suspense pending the appearance of 
persons lodging requests for compensation. 

5. The persons resident in Camp New Iraq, who were 42 in number, have been transferred 
safely and under the supervision of UNAMI to Camp Liberty. 

6. After perusing the names contained in the letter from the Working Group and the Special 
Rapporteur, it seems to us that they are not present in the database we have. It should be 
noted that this is repeated in all the messages and communications from these individuals 
as the “special procedure” transfers a group of names after it is clear that they are not in 
the database of the camp administration, which indicates the anonymity of the identity of 
the individuals in general. This makes it clear that all of them have taken multiple 
assumed names. It is therefore impossible to know their true number as we see different 
figures. The security agencies cannot contact or deal with them directly in order to avoid 
clashes. Unlike them, the individuals resolutely and in a suicidal manner seek to 
implicate the security forces. 
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In the name of God the Compassionate the Merciful 

Director of Police of Diala Province 

Report of Investigative Committee 

1. According to what is stated in Police Directorate of Diala Province, Legal Department, 
notebook no. 15919 of 1 September 2013, containing the formation of an investigative 
committee to investigate the Camp New Iraq (formerly Camp Ashraf) incident, headed 
by myself, with the membership of Colonel Abdulamir Ashur Said, director of the police 
criminal justice department of Baquba, Colonel Mandar Khalif, director of criminal 
evidence, Lieutenant Colonel Amr Qees Ghadban, director of the legal department, and, 
according to the record, the Committee began its work upon receiving the notebook and, 
at precisely 22.00 on 1 September 2013, the whole committee left with several spent 
shells and the relevant procedure was followed by a criminal evidence expert. 

2. The committee continued to investigate the scene of the crime in order to learn the 
conditions surrounding the incident according to the directives given to it. The committee 
therefore entered deep inside the camp on its main street a distance of one fifth of a 
kilometre using car headlights and hand torches. They found a guard post and a main gate 
leading to the entry to several buildings. Here they saw a large mosque with no lighting, 
and then found a caravan near the aforementioned gate with IFA-type wheels. Inside, the 
caravan was aluminium and equipped with communications equipment and cameras. 
There was nothing there but spent shells, while traces of blood and explosive materials 
were found on the ground at the main entrance, and wires. They then contacted the 
director of police of Diala and informed him of this. He ordered the committee to 
withdraw with the force. This was at 00.30. The committee returned to the position of the 
first Diala emergency detachment near the perimeter of the camp at Assad Gate. 

3. At 05.30 on 2 September 2013, the committee began working. When they reached the 
place where explosive devices had been seen, they proceeded to investigate some of the 
containers in the environs of one of the buildings, observing burnt-out vehicles and traces 
of explosives. An explosives expert was called. The explosives expert arrived at 08.30. 
He proceeded to examine the explosive devices which consisted of the substance C4 with 
a mobile phone. 

4. At 23.00, the UNAMI team arrived (United Nations, with the director of police of Diala 
and the director of the national security agency). The explosive devices were witnessed 
and a report was prepared by the explosives expert and bound with the investigation 
papers. 
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5. The body of a person was found lying in the street leading to one of the buildings with 
traces of gunshots, spent shells from a 9 mm pistol and large patches of blood. Measures 
were taken by the forensics expert and the body was removed and placed in an 
ambulance. 

6. In the presence of the United Nations representative, seven persons came out of the camp 
from one of the large buildings. There were discussions with them about the number 
killed and wounded and, at 10.30, 52 bodies were brought out in a vehicle and delivered 
to the committee under the supervision of the United Nations team and transported to the 
forensic medical services in Baquba. The legal measures were taken by the New Iraq 
police station in the camp under the supervision of the investigating judge and all the 
documents were bound with the investigation documents. 

7. At 13.00 on 3 September 2013, as a result of the search for traces and the place that was 
the scene of the crime, we had not found any place for the incident and the residents of 
the camp had not notified the committee or the United Nations team of any place that was 
the scene of the incident. The team informed us that the committee would be notified 
later. The team returned to Baghdad without our being informed of the location. The 
committee was not permitted to enter the place in which residents of the camp were 
present so there were buildings to which there was no access. 

8. At 13.30, the committee found several vehicles, which were booby-trapped. There were 
seven of them all connected to a fuse and a mobile phone. Photographs were taken of 
them and presented to the United Nations team in the presence of the director of police of 
Diala province, the director of national security and a representative of the Diala public 
inspector. 

9. On 4 September 2013, the committee returned to Camp New Iraq in order to examine all 
the areas and buildings inside the camp with the exception of those in which there were 
residents of the camp at the time. They forbade the committee entrusted with the 
investigation of the incident [to enter] except in the presence of the United Nations team. 
At 13.30, the committee returned to its headquarters in the police directorate of Diala 
province. 

10. On 5 September 2013, all the bodies were transferred from the forensic medicine service 
in Baquba public hospital to the forensic medicine service in Baghdad under the 
supervision of committee member Colonel Abdulamir Ashur Said. 

11. The statement of the witness Colonel Nihad Jameel Marhun, commanding officer of the 
first Diala emergency detachment was recorded and bound with the investigative 
committee documents. 
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12. The statement of Nufal Kamel Jowad Kazim, officer of the police station in Camp New 
Iraq, was recorded and bound with the investigative committee documents.  

13. A copy of the investigative committee documents was placed in the police station in 
Camp New Iraq together with the decisions of the investigating judge and [in] the record 
of the Diala court of appeal. 

14. All police authorities, stations, posts and patrols were circulated for the purposes of 
finding the missing and abducted persons, but as yet they have not been found. 














