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The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR-Special Procedures Branch-The
Independent Expert on Minority Issues), and pursuant to the Mission’s Note Verbale 002 on
2" of January 2014 concerning the reply by the Government of Egypt on the Joint Urgent
Appeal UA G/SO 214 (56-23) Minorities (2005-4) EGY 12/2013 presented by the Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief and the Independent Expert on Minority Issues
regarding “upsurge of violence against religious minorities in Egypt”.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt would like to bring the
following to the kind attention of the Independent Expert of Minority Issues:

- Attached herewith the a copy of the reply transmitted in relation to the foresaid Urgent
Appeal, in line with Egypt’s longstanding commitment towards constructive
engagement with the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. The reply
provides detailed information on the measures taken by the Government of Egypt
to ensure the accountability of the perpetrators of these heinous incidents, as well
as the measures applied to ensure providing adequate protection for all Christian
citizens and Christian worship houses

- Nevertheless, The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United
Nations and Other International Organizations in Geneva would like to draw the
attention of the Independent Expert to the fact that according to the standards of
the International Human Rights Law, and based on the repeatedly expressed will
of the Egyptian Christian citizens, Christians do not represent a minority in Egypt,
and thus the term “Minority” do not apply to them, due to the lack of the element
of “Self Identification”, and being an integral part of Egypt’s national fabric. This
issue was already elaborated at length in the note sent by the Mission to the
Independent Expert on Minority Issues in September 2006.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Iﬁights; the assurances of its highest

consideration. /i e UY}, )
[ # Geneva, 2 Jandary 2014
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Ing:hts (Special Pf@cedures Branch)
Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Geneve 10 -~ -~ -~ ... .
Fax: +41-22 917 9006

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAB REPUBLIC OF EGYPT
TO THE UNITED NATIONS & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
49 AVENUE BLANC, 1202 - GENEVE
TEL: +41-22-731.6530 FAX: +41-22-738.4415
mission.egypt@ties.iti.int
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