(Translated from Arabic)

Reply from the Egyptian Government to the urgent appeal (UA G/SO 214 (56-23)
Minorities (2005-4) EGY 12/2013), annexed to CHAN. 2014.002, dated 2 January
2014, from the Permanent Mission of Egypt in Geneva addressed to OHCHR,
summary

Description of contents

This document provides details of offences conaditin different parts of Egypt
against Christian targets. The introductory panalgrstates that the unrest throughout Egypt
was stirred up by the Muslim Brotherhood and itppsuters, notably supporters of the
deposed President Morsi. The Brotherhood is accusfedrson and destruction of
enterprises, police stations and government antliativinstallations, together with the
attacks on Christian houses of worship and ind&islu The names, addresses, ages,
employment status and criminal records, if anyalbfthe persons arrested for offences
committed in different parts of Egypt are listedtlie document. The police report number
for each person is given and detailed lists ofestatems found in the possession of the
accused are provided. The document concludes hétlfollowing statement:

All the incidents cited in the urgent appeal amrect. Some officials at the
Christian facilities that were attacked reported thcidents to their local police station.
Arrests have been made and the accused have appeefee the Office of the Public
Prosecutor and been remanded in custody. Investigaare ongoing in these cases and
efforts are under way to apprehend other fugitives.

The Ministry of the Interior is making every effdo protect people and property, in
particular Christians and their places of worship conducting raids of centres of criminal
activity and of places frequented by dangerous ioafs, by establishing investigation
teams to apprehend fugitives and by providing tblice with all the necessary tools to
carry out State policies on violence and terrorgsrd the maintenance of law and order.

A plan to protect Christian places of worship Heeen developed based on an
increased police presence, tightened security &eddeployment of additional police
patrols. Efforts to raise security awareness antbagoeople responsible for running these
institutions have also been stepped up and othasunes have been introduced, such as the
installation of security cameras.

The Government supports the Ministry of the Imterin its efforts to combat
violence and terrorism, and the Armed Forces ddaggpart in the work on reconstruction
of all the churches that sustained damage in tinesgents.

Middle section of the document

The middle section of the document lists somehef incidents referred to in the
urgent appeal under geographical headings (MinyaezS Fayoum, Dalga, Sohag,
Tamiyah). Concerning the attacks against the Hokgi Church, Anba Abra’am and
Anba Moussa and the arson attacks against the timgehes and six other buildings, the
police were reportedly unable to intervene becauseattack against a police station in
Minya at the time prevented them from doing so. ifloedents were investigated, however.
Church officials were questioned and an investigaplan was formulated. The suspects
were identified and measures taken that led tathest on 17 August 2013 of a man called
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Mohammed Ahmad Khalil. He was found to be in posisesof a large number of items
stolen from Al-Amir Tawardos Church. These itemduded a loudhailer, a cardboard box
containing electric cables, a television, a radémeiver, earphones, a plastic trolley
containing clothing and bedding, a video recorddarge gas canister, etc.

On 19 August 2013, three other men (Ahmad Awd Khiohammed, Mohammed
Amir Dhaki Sa’dawi and Mohammed Sha’ban Hafiz) warested in connection with the
attacks. Two of them had several prior convictifoxsrobbery and one had been convicted
for robbery on a previous occasion. They had stol@merous items, including clothing,
electrical and computer equipment and electric egbh shower base and various other
items. The details were recorded in Minya poliegish report No. 65 on 19 August 2013.

On 31 August 2013, three men (names provided) wemsted and charged with
possessing goods stolen from Anba Moussa Church.sldlen items included electrical
equipment, wooden chairs and electrical cablesngnathers.

On 23 August 2013, another three men (names pdyitvere arrested for their
involvement in the torching of Anba Moussa Churdihey all had criminal records
(robbery, drugs offences, sex offences, weaponsnoffs, resisting the police, affray).
Details of their exact addresses and employmerntisstare recorded. These men were
charged with setting fire to the church.

On 25 August 2014, a man called Mahmud Mohammed AbRahman was
reportedly arrested after being found in possessiostolen iron and wooden doors and
parts of windows [from the church]. The police repmumber for his case is Minya station
report No. 6 of 25 August 2013.

Numerous other people were arrested on 25, 2728n8lugust 2013 in connection
with the attacks. Again, their names and otherildetise provided, together with lists of the
stolen items found in their possession (includiagneras, computers, doors, heaters). In
one case, that of a man called Islambouli Ahmadullatl, weapons and material used to
set fire to the church were found at his home. s accused of conspiring with others to
carry out the attack, and the details are foundMimya administrative report No.
7724/2013. The accused referred to above werealight before the Office of the Public
Prosecutor, which decided to remand them in custody

Holy Family Church

Milwi station administrative report No. 2081/20%@s written on the attack against
this church. An investigation plan was establistaticials at the church were questioned
and seven people were arrested on 22 and 23 Segt@®hb3 in connection with this and
other incidents. Warrants had been issued for thf¢ee men for breaking into the church,
while another man — Mohammed Mamduh Kamil — wasghd with setting fire to Al-
Ghattas school belonging to the Anglican ChurcHisAof the stolen items found in the
possession of the accused (chairs, gas canisteza feom the church) is provided and
information is offered stating that all the accusegke brought before the Office of the
Public Prosecutor and then remanded in custodyoithe attack against the Monastery of
the Holy Virgin, Anba Abra’am, the document stdtest the attack against and torching of
the police station in Dalga prevented the policerfintervening in the other incidents. An
inquiry was nevertheless launched and church afficivere questioned. The whole matter
was recorded in Dayr Muwass report No. 27 of 24 usi013. An investigation plan was
established and suspects were identified. Plane laét for a major raid on the village of
Dalga on 16 September 2013. It is reported thafirédrms, 214 bullets and a number of
smoke bombs were found and that 82 fugitives andrid§leaders were arrested and
subsequently convicted by the courts. A numberro@cutions were also brought against
offenders for stealing electricity and suppliesnoaitting traffic offences and so on. Other
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criminal and extremist elements in the village amgortedly being targeted by the security
forces with a view to apprehending them.

As for the attack on the bishopric church in Sqlthg document states that it was
carried out by supporters of the deposed PresMenti following an announcement by the
police of its intention to bring an end to the gprg. Reportedly, 4,000 people from various
pro-Morsi Islamic groups attacked the church, thngaMolotov cocktails that set fire to
part of the administrative building and 11 nearbysc Attacks were also launched against
nearby shops, 12 of which were robbed and setren fi

The police went to the scene and one officer wasnged in the ensuing operation.
Nine other men received gunshot wounds while supmpthe police operation. Fourteen
members of the Islamic groups present were killédl were injured and 17 were arrested
at the scene. Following the investigation, 29 sospevere identified, arrested, brought
before the Office of the Public Prosecutor and mahed in custody.

Tama police station

The police station received a report about Molatouktails being used in an attack
against the Holy Resurrection Church in Tama. Tihe fas put out and no one was
injured.

As for the information in the urgent appeal conagg people killed in Sohag, the
document states that the Tama police station redeawreport from the local hospital about
two people that had been admitted: Ajib Wahba @altho had been shot in the head and
died, and Adil Ajib Wahba Qaldis, his son, who Hen shot in the thigh. The second man
was questioned and said that he, his father arat otfatives had been driving towards the
city market when they had been held up by four @men, who forced them to get out of
the car, which they then stole. Before leavinggdbene, they had let off a number of shots
and the first man, Ajib Wahba Qaldis, had beenamtl killed. An investigation was
launched and a number of people were arrested @)aages, and criminal records
provided). The investigators also found witnessbe wonfirmed what had happened. Two
of the accused confessed to the crimes, were othaaigd were remanded in custody.
Intensified efforts are being made to apprehendrdtigitives wanted in this connection.

As for the incident regarding the parading of ¢hreins in the streets of Sohag, an
investigation was conducted by the criminal invgeion department and department of
national security in Sohag. No evidence was foumdupport this claim and there is no
Franciscan school in the Sohag district. The Sahaporities have taken steps to provide
security at Christian houses of worship. In patticuthey have updated all security plans
for these places, deployed regular security patot dispatched rapid response teams to
avert critical incidents. Armoured cars and respotesams are deployed when terrorist
elements look set to cause trouble.

Suez

Pro-Morsi groups are said to have have carried ami$ of violence in Suez,
attacking government facilities, police station$yi€tian houses of worship and members
of the army and the police.

The police station at Al-Arba’in received a repmmt14 August 2013 about an attack
against the Good Shepherd Church by a group thaktebinto the building and nearby
convent and set fire to them after stealing furinigs, fittings, cars, computers, money and
other items. The incident is still being investyht

The Latin Church in Suez was attacked on 14 Au@@st3 by protestors, who
burned it down. That case is still under investmatThe attack on the Franciscan Fathers
School in Suez on 14 August 2013 is also still urideestigation.
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The Armed Forces and the police arrested 74 pdaoptennection with the above
attacks and others launched against individuals taeadArmed Forces; their cases have
been handed over to the military for processinduther 70 persons have been identified
by the Suez criminal investigation department inr@xtion with these incidents and 45 of
them have been arrested (list of names, addresggss and police report numbers
provided). Some of these people are still in paétlietention. Others have been tried and
sentenced to prison terms ranging from life to &rgeA number have been brought before
military courts.

The document states that everything is being dongrotect Christians and their
property and places of worship and to step up #gaqouatrols and other security measures
in Suez.

Attack against the Holy Bible Society and others

A police report has been drawn up on incidentgi@Ence carried out by pro-Morsi
supporters in Fayoum, including the attack agahestHoly Bible Society.

The supporters, reportedly accompanied by a nuwib@angerous criminals, staged
a demonstration and a march in front of a mosqumsife the Holy Bible Society. During
the demonstration, they set fire to the Holy BiBleciety, then to a police station and then
to a public building. During the subsequent inasriinvestigators identified 38 of those
involved and an arrest warrant was issued. A total5 people have been apprehended
(names listed). The accused were found in possession of weaplings and stolen goods
(wirelesses belonging to emergency vehicles, patichos, etc.). They were all placed in
custody, where they remain. Efforts are being stdpp to apprehend the other suspects.

Attack against a church in Nazla, Fayoum

A total of 52 suspects were identified and 3 aeeghames listed) in connection
with the attack and a report on the incident waeatr up by the police station in the
administrative district of Yusuf Al-Sadig. The aathies placed the three men in custody,
where they remain.

Attack against the Dar al-Salam church in Tamiyah

A total of 65 suspects were identified, of whonmave been apprehendethifes
and particulars provided). Additional security forces have been deployedChristian
places of worship in the Tamiyah district of Fayourhey operate around the clock and
conduct their activities within regular policingrpaneters.
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. . CNERN PO TPPIT
to the ’Umf‘.ecf Watwns.Q[y"ice Ly bl
«LInternational Organisations g
in Geneva
URGENT & CONFEDINTIAL

CHAN. 2014.002.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR-Special Procedures Branch- The Special
Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief), and with reference to your fax dated
September 2™ 2013 regarding the Joint Urgent Appeal UA G/SO 214 (56-23) Minorities
(2005-4) EGY 12/2013 presented by the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief
and the Independent Expert on Minority Issues concerning “upsurge of violence against
religious minorities in Egypt”, has the honor to attach herewith the reply of the Government
- of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the aforementioned Urgent Appeal, containing detailed
information on the measures taken by the Government of Egypt to ensure the accountability
of the perpetrators of these heinous incidents as well as the measures applied to ensure
providing adequate protection for all Christian citizens and Christian worship houses, and
looks forward that the enclosed information be duly reflected in the relevant communications
report to be submitted to the Human Rights Council.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurances of its highest
consideration. .

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Branch)
Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Geneve 10

Fax: +41-22 917 9006
onCHRE 2 EGISTRY
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49 AVENUE BLANC, 1202 - GENEVE - ALV - 23
TEL: +41-22-7316530 FAX: +41-22-738.4415 VR
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