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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Reply of the Egyptian Government to the joint urgent appeal  

UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) EGY 18/2013 

 With reference to Your Excellency’s letter No. 31 of 23 January 2014 enclosing the 
letter from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the subject of the appeals received by the 
Permanent Mission of Egypt in Geneva from the United Nations Special Rapporteurs on 
arbitrary detention and the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression concerning the following allegations: 

• The arrest of a number of persons participating in a demonstration against the new 
“Demonstration Law”; 

• The arrest and detention of a number of Al-Azhar University students on the charge 
of organizing a public gathering without prior notification and burning police cars; 

• Assault on a journalist and seizure of his equipment 

the principal findings of the investigation can be summarized as follows: 

1. The incident in which a number of persons were arrested for participating in a 
protest against the new “Demonstration Law”: 

 On 26 November 2013, around 350 persons gathered in front of the headquarters of 
the Shura (Consultative) Council, where they protested against the inclusion in the new 
draft constitution of provisions permitting the prosecution of civilians before military courts, 
without obtaining a permit from the security authorities in accordance with Act No. 107 of 
2013 (referred to in the media as the “Demonstration Law”) regulating the right to hold 
public meetings, marches and peaceful demonstrations. 

 It is noteworthy that the organizers of that protest assaulted the security personnel 
assigned to guard the premises of the Shura Council, thereby undermining the peaceful 
nature of the protest and violating the sovereignty of the law. 

 Under those circumstances, the security forces enforced the law and dispersed the 
protesters in the legally prescribed progressive manner (verbal warning — use of water 
cannon — use of tear gas). Qasr el-Nil police misdemeanours report No. 12058/2013 was 
drawn up and the persons arrested were charged with physical assault on an officer from the 
Cairo Police Department, theft of his radio, organization of an unauthorized demonstration 
in breach of the law, incitement to riot, obstruction of traffic and damage to public property. 
Of the 52 demonstrators who were arrested, 28 were named in the incident report but 
released on the ground that they had not played an active role in the events and 24 were 
detained, brought before the Department of Public Prosecutions which ordered their remand 
in custody, and recently released. 

2. The incident in which a number of Al-Azhar University students were arrested: 

 Throughout the first academic term, Al-Azhar University was the scene of numerous 
abuses by student members of the Muslim Brotherhood including, in particular: 

• An attempt to control the entrances to the faculties and prevent members of the 
teaching staff and students from entering the premises of the examination 
committees; and gathering in the courtyards of some of the faculties where they 
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caused a state of tumult and chaos with a view to adversely affecting the students’ 
ability to continue sitting their examinations; 

• Terrorization of members of the teaching staff, some of whom were assaulted in an 
attempt to prevent them from fulfilling their educational mission; 

• Attacks on the University’s facilities, some of which were burned (the 
administrative building in the Faculty of Commerce, the plant nursery in the Faculty 
of Sciences and the farm in the Faculty of Agriculture); 

• Attacks on administrative security personnel with a view to deterring and preventing 
them from opposing those abuses; and clashes with the security services confronting 
them, in which various types of firearms and Molotov cocktails were used against 
members of those services; 

• Seeking assistance from some Muslim Brotherhood members outside the University, 
as well as some venal foreigners and hired criminals, to form a front against the 
police forces when they intervened to oppose those abuses in the University. 

 The security forces were able to arrest around 356 of the instigators of those abuses. 
Madinat Nasr/2nd Precinct police misdemeanours reports Nos. 5844, 5556, 6970, 6959, 
6905, 7385, 7390, 7399, 7452, 7458, 6397, 6428, 5666, 5815/2013 and 52/2014 were 
drawn up and the requisite legal procedures were completed by bringing the arrested 
persons before the Department of Public Prosecutions so that those incidents could be 
investigated. 

3. The incident in which a journalist was assaulted and his equipment seized: 

 Since no details of that incident were given in Your Excellency’s letter, the 
circumstances cannot be clarified given the unspecified place of its occurrence and the 
unidentified journalist concerned. 

    










