(Trandated from Arabic)
Reply of the Egyptian Gover nment to the joint urgent appeal
UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) EGY 18/2013

With reference to Your Excellency’s letter No. &123 January 2014 enclosing the
letter from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on thmubject of the appeals received by the
Permanent Mission of Egypt in Geneva from the Whidations Special Rapporteurs on
arbitrary detention and the promotion and protectibthe right to freedom of opinion and
expression concerning the following allegations:

» The arrest of a number of persons participating slemonstration against the new
“Demonstration Law”;

* The arrest and detention of a number of Al-Azhaiversity students on the charge
of organizing a public gathering without prior riatation and burning police cars;

 Assault on a journalist and seizure of his equigmen
the principal findings of the investigation candaenmarized as follows:

1. The incident in which a number of persons wemested for participating in a
protest against the new “Demonstration Law”:

On 26 November 2013, around 350 persons gatharfdrit of the headquarters of
the Shura (Consultative) Council, where they ptettsgainst the inclusion in the new
draft constitution of provisions permitting the peaution of civilians before military courts,
without obtaining a permit from the security auities in accordance with Act No. 107 of
2013 (referred to in the media as the “Demonstnatiaw”) regulating the right to hold
public meetings, marches and peaceful demonstgtion

It is noteworthy that the organizers of that psbtessaulted the security personnel
assigned to guard the premises of the Shura Coeuheiteby undermining the peaceful
nature of the protest and violating the sovereigftihe law.

Under those circumstances, the security forceeread the law and dispersed the
protesters in the legally prescribed progressiveamaa (verbal warning — use of water
cannon — use of tear gas). Qasr el-Nil police misgnours report No. 12058/2013 was
drawn up and the persons arrested were chargehwsical assault on an officer from the
Cairo Police Department, theft of his radio, orgation of an unauthorized demonstration
in breach of the law, incitement to riot, obstrantf traffic and damage to public property.
Of the 52 demonstrators who were arrested, 28 wareed in the incident report but
released on the ground that they had not playedctiwe role in the events and 24 were
detained, brought before the Department of Publis&cutions which ordered their remand
in custody, and recently released.

2. The incident in which a number of Al-Azhar Unisity students were arrested:

Throughout the first academic term, Al-Azhar Umiity was the scene of numerous
abuses by student members of the Muslim Brotherlirddding, in particular:

* An attempt to control the entrances to the facsiltddd prevent members of the
teaching staff and students from entering the psemiof the examination
committees; and gathering in the courtyards of saithe faculties where they
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caused a state of tumult and chaos with a viewdtemsely affecting the students’
ability to continue sitting their examinations;

e Terrorization of members of the teaching staff, eashwhom were assaulted in an
attempt to prevent them from fulfilling their edticmal mission;

« Attacks on the University's facilities, some of whi were burned (the
administrative building in the Faculty of Commertiee plant nursery in the Faculty
of Sciences and the farm in the Faculty of Agrieté);

 Attacks on administrative security personnel witview to deterring and preventing
them from opposing those abuses; and clashes héthdcurity services confronting
them, in which various types of firearms and Molotmcktails were used against
members of those services;

» Seeking assistance from some Muslim Brotherhood meesnoutside the University,
as well as some venal foreigners and hired crimjni@ form a front against the
police forces when they intervened to oppose thdsses in the University.

The security forces were able to arrest aroundd@3Be instigators of those abuses.
Madinat Nasr/2nd Precinct police misdemeanours rtepdos. 5844, 5556, 6970, 6959,
6905, 7385, 7390, 7399, 7452, 7458, 6397, 64286,56815/2013 and 52/2014 were
drawn up and the requisite legal procedures weraptaied by bringing the arrested
persons before the Department of Public Prosecutim that those incidents could be
investigated.

3. The incident in which a journalist was assaudted his equipment seized:

Since no details of that incident were given inu¥dExcellency's letter, the
circumstances cannot be clarified given the unépecplace of its occurrence and the
unidentified journalist concerned.
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The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and Other
International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR-Special Procedures Branch), and with reference to
your fax dated December 23" 2013 regarding the Joint Urgent Appeal “UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO
214 (67-17) EGY 18/2013" concerning “The arrcst and detention of student activists in late
November and on 9 December 2013, has the honor to attach herewith the preliminary
information provided by the Ministry of Interior of the Arab Republic of Egypt concerning the
allegations included in the aforementioned communication, and looks forward that the enclosed
information be brought to the attention of the mandate helders who presented the foresaid
Urgent Appeal, and be duly reflected in the relevant communications report to be submitted to
the Human Rights Council.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR-Special Procedures Branch),
the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 1] ¥

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedures Branch)
Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Geneve 10
Fax: +41-22 917 90 06

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAR REPUBLIC OF BGYPT
TOTHE UNITED NATIONS & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
49 AVENUE BLANC, 1202 - GENEVE
TEL: +41-12-T31.653(0 FAX: +41-22-738.4415

mission.egypt@tiesitnint
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