
HRC/NONE/2013/150 
GE.13-18897  (E)    060214    070214 

∗1318897∗ 

  (Translated from Russian) 

Written observations and comments on the merits of the joint communication of the 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Mr. Heiner Bielefeldt, and the 
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, Mr. Juan Méndez, concerning the case of Sardorbek Nurmetov (AL 
G/SO 214 (56-24) UZB 3/2013) 

 Experts from the law enforcement bodies of Uzbekistan have carefully considered 
the joint communication of the Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Mr. 
Heiner Bielefeldt, and the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment, Mr. Juan Méndez, concerning the case of Sardorbek 
Nurmetov (AL G/SO 214 (56-24) UZB 3/2013). 

 The Republic of Uzbekistan, a State party to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, has the honour to send herewith its written observations and comments. 

 Uzbekistan declares in no uncertain terms that the allegation made by the Special 
Rapporteurs’ source that Mr. Nurmetov had been arbitrarily arrested and beaten is false and 
unfounded. 

 The competent authorities of Uzbekistan have found the arguments set forth in the 
Special Rapporteurs’ communication to be untenable for the following reasons: 

Special Rapporteurs’ joint communication 

 It is alleged that the police stopped Mr. Nurmetov under the guise of a passport 
control and brought him to the nearest police station, where the police allegedly 
confiscated his memory stick, which contained Christian materials. 

Observations and comments by Uzbekistan 

 The allegations made by the Special Rapporteurs’ source are false and unfounded. 

 On 14 June 2013, Mr. Nurmetov was stopped by officers of the Department of the 
National Security Service of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Xorazm province and the 
internal affairs office for Urganch when he alighted from the train running from Tashkent 
and was then taken to a police interview room at the train station for the purpose of an 
inquiry into reports that he was in possession of literature which advocated the precepts of 
religious extremism banned for importation, use and dissemination. In the presence of 
witnesses, he voluntarily produced a USB memory stick (from his pocket) which, on 
examination, turned out to contain information with religious content. It was then 
confiscated to be used as material evidence, a fact that was recorded in the relevant police 
report, which Mr. Nurmetov refused to sign. 

 In accordance with the expert opinions of the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan for 
Xorazm province, No. 138/424 of 18 June 2013, and the Committee for Religious Affairs 
under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan, No. EK-111 of 21 June 2013, 
the video and audio recordings confiscated from Mr. Nurmetov may not be imported, used 
or distributed in Uzbekistan. 

Special Rapporteurs’ joint communication 
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 It is reported that Mr. Nurmetov was then taken to Urganch City Police Station 
where he allegedly was beaten in the chest and head, as well as kicked in the legs by the 
chief of the police station. It is alleged that despite requests from Mr. Nurmetov, the chief 
refused to call for an ambulance. 

Observations and comments by Uzbekistan 

 The assertions of the Special Rapporteurs’ source are false and unfounded. 

 Mr. Nurmetov’s detention in the police station was entirely in keeping with the law. 
No physical force, much less torture or degrading treatment, was used against him during 
his detention. 

 An official Xorezm province forensic medical examination of Mr. Nurmetov, No. 
777 of 18 June 2013, confirmed the absence of any bodily harm. 

 Mr. Nurmetov had no need for emergency medical assistance. 

Special Rapporteurs’ joint communication 

 Moreover, Mr. Nurmetov was reportedly held at the police station in Urganch from 
4.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. and was allegedly not allowed to move, drink water or go to the toilet. It 
is alleged that Mr. Nurmetov subsequently was forced into a police car by the chief and 
other police officers and brought to his home. There, the police officers allegedly broke into 
Mr. Nurmetov’s house and confiscated three Christian books, a DVD and his laptop before 
leaving Mr. Nurmetov to himself. 

Observations and comments by Uzbekistan 

 The allegations made by the Special Rapporteurs’ source are false and unfounded. 

 Mr. Nurmetov was detained in the Urganch police station from 3.20 p.m. to 4.40 
p.m. (in total, 1 hour, 20 minutes), as is indicated in the Urganch police station record book 
entry, No. 434. Moreover, his treatment at the station was fully within the bounds of the 
law. No physical force, and indeed no torture or degrading treatment, were used against him 
during his detention. 

 In the light of Mr. Nurmetov’s statement that he had other religious publications at 
his home (Xonqa district, 42 Ibn-Sina St.), police officers went to that address. There, on 
his father’s request, he handed over his laptop containing video and audio recordings and 
also books and pamphlets, which were then confiscated with the participation of the 
witnesses present (including Mr. Nurmetov’s relatives) for use as material evidence. A 
police report to that effect was drawn up, which Mr. Nurmetov also refused to sign.  

Special Rapporteurs’ joint communication 

 Mr. Nurmetov reportedly went to the Khanka District Hospital for treatment and to 
have his injuries formally certified. However, the doctor receiving him allegedly called the 
police. Two police officers from the Khanka police arrived and forcibly brought Mr. 
Nurmetov to the police station in Khanka. It is reported that Mr. Nurmetov subsequently 
was pressured not to file a complaint. Nonetheless, Mr. Nurmetov reportedly did submit a 
formal complaint and requested action to be taken against the chief of the local police. Mr. 
Nurmetov was later released and told to return to his home. 

 At home, Mr. Nurmetov’s wife reportedly requested an ambulance from the Khanka 
hospital, which was refused, forcing Mr. Nurmetov to take a taxi. Mr. Nurmetov was 
reportedly given a painkiller injection at the hospital. However, the doctor refused to 
formally certify his injuries and write a medical report, allegedly out of fear of reprisals 
from the police. 

Observations and comments by Uzbekistan 
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 The allegations made by the Special Rapporteurs’ source are false and unfounded.  

 The doctor from the ambulance crew of the district medical institution responded to 
the call made on 14 June 2013 at 11.35 p.m. and on examining Mr. Nurmetov found no sign 
that he had sustained any bodily harm. 

 At Mr. Nurmetov’s insistence, he was taken by the ambulance to the admitting 
office of the medical institution, where he stated that he had been beaten by police officers. 
He then underwent a thorough examination by the on-duty trauma specialist, who found no 
sign of any bodily harm to him. This was duly reported to the duty station of the Xanqo 
[Russian: Khanka] district internal affairs office. Two officers of the department came to 
interview Mr. Nurmetov and took him to the department with his consent, where he drew 
up a statement about the beating and then went home on his own. 

 A forensic medical examination was carried out for the inquiry into Mr. Nurmetov’s 
claim that he had been beaten by Urganch internal affairs officers on 14 June 2013. No 
evidence of bodily harm was found according to the forensic report, No. 777 of 18 June 
2013. Given that the arguments put forward in the claim were unsubstantiated, the Urganch 
procurator’s office dropped criminal proceedings in accordance with article 83 (Absence of 
elements of a crime), paragraph 2, of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The Xorezm Office 
of the Procurator recognized the decision as valid. 

Special Rapporteurs’ joint communication 

 On 18 June 2013, Mr. Nurmetov reportedly underwent a forensic examination at the 
request of the Urganch City Prosecutor’s Office. It is reported that the results were sent to 
the police in Urganch, who opened an administrative case against Mr. Nurmetov for 
illegally storing religious materials in his home. Mr. Nurmetov has filed complaints to the 
President of Uzbekistan and other high State authorities. It is further reported that the 
Urganch City Court will hear Mr. Nurmetov’s case in August 2013. 

Observations and comments by Uzbekistan 

 The allegations made by the Special Rapporteurs’ source are false and unfounded. 

 A forensic examination was carried out on 18 June 2013 to look into Mr. 
Nurmetov’s claim that he was beaten by Urganch internal affairs officers on 14 June 2013 
at the Urganch Railway Station. Given that the arguments put forward in the claim were 
uncorroborated, the Urganch Procurator’s Office dropped criminal proceedings on 10 July 
2013 in accordance with article 83 (Absence of elements of a crime), paragraph 2, of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. The Xorezm Office of the Procurator recognized the decision 
as valid. 

 In addition, according to the expert opinions of the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan for 
Xorezm province, No. 138/424 of 18 June 2013, and the Committee for Religious Affairs 
under the Cabinet of Ministers, No. EK-111 of 21 June 2013, the video and audio 
recordings and literature seized from Mr. Nurmetov may not be imported, used or 
distributed in Uzbekistan. 

 On 23 July 2013 an Urganch City Court judge imposed a fine of 955,080 sum (12 
times the minimum wage) on Sardorbek Pazmatovich Nurmetov, born in 1987, in 
accordance with the Code of Administrative Offences, article 184-2 (Unlawful 
manufacture, possession and importation of religious materials in the Republic of 
Uzbekistan for the purpose of dissemination or the dissemination of such materials), and 
ordered that the audio and video recordings and literature with religious content was to be 
destroyed and an Old Testament to be given to the parish of the Church of the Righteous 
Job the Long-Suffering. Mr. Nurmetov did not appeal against the judgement and it entered 
into force. 
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 The records of the case show that Mr. Nurmetov was not remanded in custody. The 
Office of the Procurator-General of the Republic of Uzbekistan recognized the judgement 
against Mr. Nurmetov as valid. 

 Mr. Nurmetov fully enjoyed the rights and freedoms of citizens of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Uzbekistan acceded on 28 
September 1995. 

 In particular, his rights and freedoms were fully upheld in accordance with article 2, 
paragraph 1, of the Covenant, to which the Special Rapporteurs referred (“Each State Party 
to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its 
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the present Covenant, 
without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.”), article 18, 
paragraph 1 (“Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 
This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and 
freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.”) and article 
27 (“In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities or persons belonging 
to such a minority shall not be denied the right, in community with other members of his or 
her group, to enjoy his or her own culture, to profess his or her own religion, or to use his or 
her own language.”). 

Replies of the Republic of Uzbekistan to questions of the Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief and Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment concerning the case of Mr. Nurmetov 

Question 

1. Are the facts alleged in the summary of the case accurate? 

Reply 

 The facts alleged in the summary are false and unfounded and do not reflect what 
actually happened. The allegations of the Special Rapporteurs’ source are not based on 
actual facts and are deliberately intended to mislead the special procedures of the Human 
Rights Council. 

Question 

2. Please provide the details, and where available the results, of any investigation, 
medical examinations, and judicial or other inquiries carried out in relation to this case. If 
no inquiries have taken place, or if they have been inconclusive, please explain why. 

Reply 

 Mr. Nurmetov underwent a medical examination on two occasions. 

 On the first, a doctor from the ambulance crew of the district medical institution 
responded to the call made on 14 June 2013 at 11.35 p.m. and on examining Mr. Nurmetov 
found no sign that he had sustained any bodily harm. 

 On the second, a forensic medical examination was carried out expressly for the 
inquiry into Mr. Nurmetov’s claim that he had been beaten by Urganch internal affairs 
officers on 14 June 2013. No evidence of bodily harm was found according to the forensic 
report, No. 777 of 18 June 2013. Given that the arguments put forward in the claim were 
unsubstantiated, the Urganch procurator’s office dropped criminal proceedings in 
accordance with article 83 (Absence of elements of a crime), paragraph 2, of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. The Xorezm Office of the Procurator recognized the decision as valid. 
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 No other investigations, medical examinations or judicial or other inquiries were 
carried out in relation to this case. 

 Uzbekistan fully guaranteed Mr. Nurmetov’s right to physical and mental integrity, 
as set forth in particular in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, to which the Republic of Uzbekistan 
acceded on 28 September 1995. 

Question 

3. Please provide information concerning the legal grounds for the arrest of Mr. 
Nurmetov and how these measures are compatible with international norms and standards 
as stated inter alia in the UDHR and the ICCPR. 

Reply 

 Mr. Nurmetov was not remanded in custody. [Translator’s note: arest is Russian for 
remand in custody, pretrial detention or short-term rigorous imprisonment.] The assertion 
of the Special Rapporteurs’ source that he was remanded in custody is false and does not 
reflect what actually occurred. 

 On 23 July 2013 an Urganch City Court judge imposed a fine of 955,080 sum (12 
times the minimum wage) on Sardorbek Pazmatovich Nurmetov, born in 1987, in 
accordance with the Code of Administrative Offences, article 184-2 (Unlawful 
manufacture, possession and importation of religious materials in the Republic of 
Uzbekistan for the purpose of dissemination or the dissemination of such materials), and 
ordered that the audio and video recordings and literature with religious content was to be 
destroyed and an Old Testament to be given to the parish of the Church of the Righteous 
Job the Long-Suffering. Mr. Nurmetov did not appeal against the judgement. The court’s 
decision thus entered into force. 

 The treatment of Mr. Nurmetov on 14 June 2013 by the officers of the Department 
of the National Security Service of the Republic of Uzbekistan for Xorezm province and 
the Urganch internal affairs office and also the Urganch City Court fully comply with 
international norms and standards, in particular those set forth in the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Question 

4. Please provide information in detail on the specific measures undertaken to ensure 
the freedom of religion or belief and the rights of religious minorities in Uzbekistan. 

Reply 

 As it develops independently, Uzbekistan is undergoing steady, systematic 
democratic changes, which have intensified the process of instilling in the minds of citizens 
a fresh sense of national identity. Moreover, tolerance, as one of the fundamental principles 
of democracy, i.e., tolerance towards the way of life, conduct, feelings, opinions, ideas and 
beliefs of people from various ethnic groups, is increasingly practised not only at the 
official level but also at the personal and group level. 

 The new political climate that has emerged in the recent past has provided the 
people with an opportunity to increase their awareness of who they are. The variety of ways 
in which the diverse interests of all the national and ethnic groups living in Uzbekistan 
match one another has become clear. 

 The declaration of independence, commitment of the Government of Uzbekistan to 
democratic ideals from the very first days of independence and choice of a secular path of 
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societal development has gradually led to the establishment of equal legal conditions under 
which religions in general and religious minorities in particular may thrive. 

 The Constitution of Uzbekistan guarantees freedom of conscience, as follows: 
“Everyone has the right to profess any religion or none. The imposition of religious views 
by force is proscribed.” (art. 31). Article 18 provides that all citizens enjoy the same rights 
and freedoms and are equal before the law, without distinction as to sex, race, ethnicity, 
language, religion, social background, beliefs, personal status or social position. 

 The Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations Act was adopted on 1 May 
1998 and has shown its dispositive capacity in matters involving freedom of religion and 
conscience. 

 All told, there are 2,224 religious organizations and 16 different faiths currently 
functioning in Uzbekistan. Muslim organizations account for 2,049 of them, or 92 per cent 
of the total number. 

 Today, there are also 158 Christian organizations, 8 Jewish religious communities, 6 
Baha’i religious communities, 1 Hare Krishna community and 1 Buddhist temple and also 
an interfaith Bible society active in Uzbekistan. 

 All the conditions necessary for the performance of religious rites have been put in 
place for citizens professing various religions, i.e., believers are free to pray in mosques, 
churches and synagogues, to fast and to make pilgrimages. 

 The religious freedom guaranteed by national law has made it possible for all 
citizens, from more than 135 ethnic groups, to satisfy their religious needs. There is no 
provision under the national law of Uzbekistan for time limits or restrictions on the number 
of religious organizations. 

 Religious training is conducted at the Tashkent Islamic Institute, nine madrasas and 
Orthodox and Protestant seminaries. 

  In September 1999, Tashkent Islamic University was founded in the country’s 
capital, awarding its first bachelor degrees in 2003 and master’s degrees in 2005. An 
academic lycée operates under the auspices of the university. 

 Believers are free to celebrate all religious holidays. Muslims mark Kurban Khait 
and Ramadan, Christians Easter and Christmas, and Jews Purim and Hanukkah increasingly 
widely with every passing year. 

 Every year believers make pilgrimages to holy places: Muslims to Saudi Arabia for 
the hajj or umrah, Christians to Russia, Greece and Israel and Jews to Israel. In the years 
since independence, over 85,000 Uzbek citizens have travelled to Saudi Arabia for the hajj 
and more than 1,000 have made pilgrimages to holy places for Christians and Jews in 
Russia, Greece and Israel. 

 A public council on the hajj and umrah was established by presidential decree on 28 
February 2006 to help to organize and carry out the yearly hajj and umrah events. The 
council’s main objective and priority is to coordinate and interact with ministries and 
departments, local authorities and voluntary associations involved in making arrangements 
for citizens performing the hajj and umrah in order to facilitate the pilgrimages and ensure 
that established safety requirements and the relevant law are observed. 

 Pilgrims are afforded comprehensive assistance, including special flights, medical 
services, foreign exchange free of charge, discounted airline fares and swift and trouble-
free visas. 
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 A Braille version of the Holy Koran was launched in late 2004 by the Muslim Board 
of Uzbekistan together with the Uzbek Blind People Society. Uzbekistan is the third State 
in the world to have championed this good cause. 

 Boarding schools, national public libraries and the public now have access to copies 
of the Koran in Braille. It was mentioned at the launch that the publication of the Koran for 
blind persons and arrangements for sign language interpretation at two mosques in 
Tashkent for deaf persons and the decision to introduce this project to other parts of the 
country would be an invaluable gift to citizens of Uzbekistan with disabilities. 

 In the years since independence, the Koran has been translated into Uzbek and 
published three times. Sixteen books of the Old Testament and the whole of the New 
Testament have also been translated. 

 Hundreds of mosques, churches and houses of worship have been built or restored, 
including Orthodox churches in Tashkent, Samarqand and Navoi, a Roman Catholic church 
in Tashkent and an Armenian church in Samarqand. By decision of the Cabinet of Ministers 
on 22 August 2003, 15 facilities — religious centres, pilgrimage sites and burial vaults — 
were placed under the authority of the Muslim Board of Uzbekistan. 

 The State is doing what it can to convince visitors to Uzbekistan that it is flourishing 
and that the Government is fulfilling its obligations not in words but in deeds.  

 For example, Tashkent hosted a conference for Christians and Muslims entitled 
“Together under a single sky”. Members of the World Council of Churches and a number 
of foreign churches took part in the forum. 

 Two significant dates were commemorated in 1996: 

• The 125th anniversary of the Tashkent and Central Asian Diocese of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in November. For the first time in the history of the Church, the 
Patriarch of Moscow and all Rus, Alexy II, visited Central Asia to mark the date; 

• In December, the Evangelical Lutheran community celebrated the centenary of the 
only Lutheran church in Central Asia.  

 In 2000 Tashkent hosted an international conference, entitled “World religions on 
the way towards a world culture”. 

 In 2001 the Tashkent and Central Asian Diocese celebrated its 130th anniversary. 

 In 2002 the Roman Catholic Church celebrated the centenary of the revival of 
Catholicism in Central Asia. 

 In October 2003 events were held in Samarqand for the centenary of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church. 

 In December 2011 the Tashkent and Uzbekistan Diocese marked its 140th 
anniversary. 

 The events were attended by members of various confessions. 

 A number of international symposiums were held in the years since independence to 
celebrate significant dates and anniversaries of well-known Islamic theologians throughout 
the world, including: 

• In September 1993 the 675th of Baha-ud-Din Naqshband Bukhari; 

• In November 1995 the 920th anniversary of Abu al-Qasim Mahmud ibn Umar al-
Zamakhshari and 850th anniversary of Najmiddin Kubro; 

• In October 1998 the 1,225th anniversary of Imam al-Bukhari; 
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• In November 2000 the 1,130th anniversary of Imam al-Maturidi and Burhan al-Din 
al-Marghinani; 

• In November 2003 the 900th anniversary of Abdul Khaliq Gajadwani; 

• In December 2004 the 600th anniversary of Khoja Akhrar Vali. 

 In proclaiming Tashkent as a City of Islamic Culture for 2007, the Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) recognized the consistent and 
systematic work being done in the country under the leadership of President Islam Karimov 
to guarantee freedom of conscience, uphold and build on Islamic values, explore the 
country’s rich scientific and cultural ancestral heritage and restore and improve the burial 
grounds of great thinkers and saints. 

 The forum held on this occasion was attended by more than 100 well-known ulema 
members, theologians and specialists, major government, religious and public figures from 
more than 30 countries, including Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt, Pakistan, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, China, Japan, the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Turkey, 
Jordan, Israel and Bangladesh, and heads of international organizations. The heads of such 
major international organizations as the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the League of 
Arab States and ISESCO were among the leading figures from the Muslim world. 

 On 31 May 2007 representatives of the Muslim, Orthodox and Jewish communities 
took part in a seminar entitled, “Uzbekistan’s experience in the attainment of harmony 
among religions”, held in London on the initiative of the Three Faiths Forum. 

 On 23 May 2008 the International Centre for Hadith Studies in Samarqand province 
was established at the International Imam Bukhari Centre. One of the Centre’s main areas 
of work is organizing further training courses for heads of functioning mosques in the 
Republic. 

 On 6 and 7 November 2010 an international seminar on the hajj and Central Asian 
States was held in Tashkent. The seminar took up the rich history of the pilgrimage from 
Central Asia and the Caucasus and the drastic changes that occurred in this area in the wake 
of independence with a view to guaranteeing citizens’ right to freedom of conscience and 
religion and providing better support for believers performing the hajj. 

 Scholars and religious figures from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Uzbekistan and representatives from the King Abdul Aziz Foundation in Saudi Arabia took 
part in the seminar. 

 On 3 February 2011 a workshop on the proclamation of the first week of February as 
the World Interfaith Harmony Week was held at the Tashkent Islamic University. 

 Members of the public, Islamic clergy members and priests from the Orthodox, 
Catholic, Lutheran and Armenian churches were involved in the workshop. The workshop 
was widely broadcast on national television. 

 A number of newspapers and magazines are published covering all aspects of 
religious life in Uzbekistan. These include Islom nuri, Slovo zhizni, Khidoyat and Vostok 
svyshe. 

 Almost all believers are currently served by an appropriate number of religious 
organizations and are given every opportunity to satisfy their religious needs. 

 Religious persecution is prohibited in Uzbekistan. In addition, for the purpose of 
safeguarding national security and public order and the life, health, rights and freedoms of 
others, there are limits to the exercise of the freedom to profess a religion or other beliefs. 
In particular, as in Mr. Nurmetov’s case, persons who are involved in the unlawful 
manufacture, possession and importation of religious materials in Uzbekistan for the 
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purpose of dissemination or the dissemination of such materials may not proselytize or 
otherwise carry out missionary work and are subject to the appropriate proceedings 
established by law. 

Question 

5. Please provide information in detail on the specific measures undertaken to 
implement paragraph 11 (k) of the General Assembly resolution 64/164 (A/RES/64/164) on 
religious intolerance and discriminations, and paragraph 4 (f) of resolution 2005/40 of the 
former Commission on Human Rights. 

Reply 

 Pursuant to paragraph 11 (k) of General Assembly resolution 64/164 
(A/RES/64/164) concerning religious intolerance and discrimination, in which the General 
Assembly calls on States “To take all necessary and appropriate action, in conformity with 
international standards of human rights, to combat hatred, discrimination, intolerance and 
acts of violence, intimidation and coercion motivated by intolerance based on religion or 
belief, as well as incitement to hostility and violence, with particular regard to members of 
religious minorities in all parts of the world”, and also paragraph 4 (f) of resolution 2005/40 
of the former Commission on Human Rights, which urges States “To ensure that no one 
within their jurisdiction is deprived of the right to life, liberty, or security of person because 
of religion or belief and that no one is subjected to torture or arbitrary arrest or detention on 
that account, and to bring to justice all perpetrators of violations of these rights” and the 
provisions of other international instruments, the Constitution of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan states: “Everyone is entitled to practise any religion or to practise no religion. 
The imposition of religious views by force is prohibited.” 

 Article 18 provides that all citizens enjoy the same rights and freedoms and are 
equal before the law, without distinction as to sex, race, ethnicity, language, religion, social 
background, beliefs, personal status or social position. 

 The right of everyone to religious freedom, citizens’ equality irrespective of attitude 
towards religion and relationships involving the activities of religious organizations are 
governed by the Freedom of Conscience and Religious Organizations Act, which prohibits 
any advantages from being conferred or restrictions imposed on any one religion or creed 
as opposed to another. 

 While religious persecution is prohibited in Uzbekistan, for the purpose of 
safeguarding national security and public order and the life, health, rights and freedoms of 
others, there are limits to the exercise of the freedom to profess a religion or other beliefs. 
In particular, persons who are involved in the unlawful manufacture, possession and 
importation of religious materials in Uzbekistan for the purpose of dissemination or the 
dissemination of such materials may not proselytize or otherwise carry out missionary work 
and are subject to the appropriate proceedings established by law. 

    
 
































