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  (Translated from Russian) 

Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and other 
International Organizations in Geneva 

No. 132 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 
other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and, with reference to letter AL 
G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association G/SO 214 (107-9) RUS 1/2013, has the honour 
to transmit herewith a reply to the joint request for information from the Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the 
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association and 
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders. 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey 
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

 

Geneva, 18 March 2013 
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Information from the Russian Federation provided in response to the joint request for 
information from the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right 
to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom 
of peaceful assembly and of association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights defenders 

Reference: AL G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association G/SO 214 (107-9) 
RUS 1/2013 

 The Russian Federation has reviewed the communication from the Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression, the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 
association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders and 
wishes to convey the following information. 

 On 13 November 2012, a duly organized small public assembly was held near 10 
Litovsky Prospekt in the Tsentralny District of St. Petersburg under the banner, “Honour 
the memory of Timur Kacharava, killed by fascists seven years ago”. It had been agreed 
that the number of participants in the event would be 20. 

 Before the start of the assembly, police officers of the Department of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation for the Tsentralny District of St. Petersburg had 
cautioned the organizer, A.N. Yakimov, in person and in writing, that Federal Act No. 54-
FZ of 19 June 2004 on assemblies, meetings, demonstrations, processions and picketing 
would be strictly enforced, with the use of video surveillance cameras, and disturbances of 
public order and public safety would not be tolerated. 

 The number of demonstrators rose to 40 in the course of the event, exceeding the 
number agreed on. The excess number of participants obstructed pedestrian traffic along 
Litovsky Prospekt, in violation of the procedures for holding public events set out in article 
20.2, article 1, of the Code of Administrative Offences of the Russian Federation 
(hereinafter referred to as the Code). 

 While police officers repeatedly cautioned Mr. Yakimov about violations of public 
order, nothing was done to remedy the situation. When the event ended, Mr. Yakimov was 
arrested for violating the established procedure for organizing public events and, as it was 
not possible to record the offence then and there, he was taken to the police station of the 
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the Tsentralny District of St. Petersburg. 
An administrative offence report on him was drawn up in accordance with article 20.2, 
paragraph 1, of the Code. 

 In addition, one of the demonstrators, V.E. Leonov, verbally abused and obstructed 
the work of street cleaners from the sanitation service once the event was over. Police 
officers reprimanded Mr. Leonov and called on him to cease disturbing the peace. Mr. 
Leonov not only failed to heed the lawful demands of the police officers, but also started an 
argument with them, using offensive language. 

 Mr. Leonov was arrested and taken to the police station of the Department of 
Internal Affairs for the Tsentralny District of St. Petersburg for failure to comply with the 
demands of the police officers in connection with the performance of their duty to keep law 
and order and for interference in official police work. An administrative offence record on 
him was drawn up in accordance with article 19.3 of the Code and the case was referred to 
the court for a decision. 

 Administrative proceedings against Mr. Yakimov were suspended pursuant to a 
judgement of the justice of the peace of judicial subdistrict No. 210 of St. Petersburg, O.M. 
Azizova (No. 5-7/13-210 of 21 January 2013), as there was no evidence of an 
administrative offence under article 20.2 of the Code. 
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 With respect to the application of Mr. Leonov, registered in Barnaul, in the Altai 
Territory, the justice of the peace of judicial subdistrict No. 209 of St. Petersburg, K.A. 
Nasinnyk, rendered a decision on 14 November 2012, No. 5-824/2012-208, referring the 
administrative case to the justice of the peace of judicial subdistrict No. 1 of Oktyabr 
District of Barnaul in the Altai Territory. 

 Mr. Leonov’s administrative case file reached judicial subdistrict No. 1 of the 
Oktyabr District of Barnaul in the Altai Territory on 4 December 2012; on the very same 
day, the file was sent to the person who drew up the administrative offence record for him 
to provide additional information. The merits of the administrative offence case have not 
been considered, as the Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs for the Tsentralny 
District of St. Petersburg has yet to receive the case file. 

 An inquiry was carried out showing that the police officers’ actions towards Mr. 
Yakimov and Mr. Leonov were lawful and justified. No breach of the law during their 
detention was brought to light. No complaints or reports were submitted by the detainees 
concerning the actions of the police officers. 

 The central investigative department, a unit of the Investigative Committee of the 
Russian Federation, is continuing its investigation of a criminal case involving the 
preparation of mass disturbances in Moscow and other regions for offences under article 
212, paragraph 1, of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (Organization of mass 
disturbances). 

 In the framework of this criminal case, officers of the central investigative 
department, a unit reporting to the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation, in 
cooperation with the Anti-Extremism Centre of the Ministry of Internal Affairs for 
Voronezh Province, conducted a search of the apartment of Natalia Zvyagina in Voronezh, 
where the office of Solidarity and the Youth Human Rights Movement are located, and 
seized the hard disks of personal computers, flash cards and printed matter with anti-
government contents. 

 An investigation found that no complaints or reports were made against officials of 
the internal affairs authorities. 

 The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation does not have information 
concerning threats against the head of the Foundation for Environmental and Social Justice, 
A.Y. Kozlov, or the director of the Central Asia programme of Memorial, V. Ponomarev. 

    














