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Permanent Misslo of the Republic of Cyprus OHCHR REGISTRY
: Geneva
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'Ref. No.: 24,11.006.013 (1000/2)

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to-the Office of the. United Nations at
Geneva and other Intemational Organizations in Swilzerland presents its compliments
to the Office of the High Commigsioner for Human Rights in Ganeva and has the Honour. - -
to request the latter to convey the attached letter to the Urﬂted Nationg speeiai' -
Rappotteur on Freedom of Rellgson or Belief Mr. Heiner Bislefaldt. o

The said letter, signad by Ambassjador .Leonida:s Pante!ides; -ti'-tm F‘armanant
Raepresentative of the Republic of Cyprus 1o the United Natione Officer at Genave, & In
response to Mr. Bielefoldt's correspandence with ref. no. UA G ! 80 214 (56~23) cyp
1/2012, dated 11 May 2012. ‘

The Permanent Mission af‘ the Republic of Cyprus to the Office,.of the Un‘ited Nations at -
Genava and other International  Organizations In Bwitzeriand avails' jteelf of thiz -~ .-
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commilssionat for Humm Rights-in - -
Geneva the assurances of- its hlghast consideration, .

Gensva, 30 May 2011

- Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights:
(att.: Ms, Jane Connors, Chief
Spetial Prosedures Branch)
Palais Wilson
52 rue des Pacjuis
CH ~ 1201 GENEVA

- Permanent Mission T T Grand-Priéy 65“ ' ' Tel. r+ 4122 TORANE0
of the Republic of Cyproa 1202 Geneya Switzerlnnd ‘ 1+ 41009855080 .
. . . - Pax 3+ 4] 22 7oL 00:44
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Ref.: 24.11.006.013 (1000/1) : ST

_ S . 28May20312

Dear Mr Bielefeld, - |

Irefer to your letver unider ref. UA G/S0 214 (56-23), CYP 1/2012, dated 11 May 2017 in
connection with Mrs. SEEERE:nd wish toinform you that upon regeiving your-letter |

nave communicated with the Competent Authorities in Cyprus and have received the
Lrformation below: o - -

_ Mrs. S together with her daughter, atrived in erprus,, ﬁ:ﬂhé-ﬂm timé, '-on:‘Nnvemher— o
24, 2009 and left on November 30, 2009, She returned to Cyprus on February 27, 2010
holding an entry permit. She left Cyprus agdin.on August 28, 2010 and came back an

- September 7, 2010.

hirs. WERP® applied for asylum on October 10, 2010, . She claimed that she and her family
ieft their country of origin due to family and religious problems thiey were faging iri Iran,
Hecause of her hushand’s violerice, Mrs, SN sbandoned the family home in Pafos and
requested protection claiming that she was fealing unsafe both fn her family home and in
Tran, '

In order to substantiate her application for interriational protection, -Mrs. SR was-

inwvited to an interview by the competent first-Instance authority (Asylumt Seriee) on

September 7, 2011, According to her statement she had applied for asylim in Norway in -
2904, invoking an adultery offence she was accused of in Jran, Before her application -had - .

* been examined, Mrs. QNP loft Norway together with her hushand and resurned totran.
where they did not foce any problems. For the last 15 years, she s a Bahaj bellever. Howaver =~
she has not converted officially to that religion, because of the diserimindtory way thisgrodp .
is treated in Iran. So far, she has not faced any problems in Iran related to her reliion.

Together with her husband, they first came to Cyprus in 2009. They bought a hause in Pafos

Mr. Heiner Bielefeldt

Special Rapporteur on Torture and other crue),

{thuman or degrading treatment or pugishment

Spectal Procedures of the Human Rights Couneil ,

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palats des Nations o :
C111211 Geneva 10

Ce : Orest Nowosad : ‘
{ffice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

- Faxno: 022 917 9006

86, Fugtdy Grand-Pré, 1202 Geneue




- and they were given temporary residencee permit {pink slip), In August 2010 shie' returnedto
‘ran in order to file for divorce. She did not succeed, however, as she was threatened hy her
Ausband’s family, She had left Iran because her father-in-law accused her of having abducted.
ier doughter from her father and that she was g Bahal bellever who praselysized:othier-

persons. . _

[uring her interview, Mrs, @@ilPsaid she was not certain whether the Iranian-suthoritles

- would allow her to enter the country and that she might also be arrested, afeer-her father-in-
© low's aceusation that she is a Bokiai believer, : . :

After an in-depth examination of the case (facts and Jaw), the Head -of'-the Asylum"Servicg
fran,

Mrs. GEENS fled on time for a review of her case on 14/1-0‘/2‘0‘:11' before the second

instance avthority (Reviewing Authority for Refugees), After a thorough review of the

case, the Reviewing Authoricy upheld the decision of the first-instance authority.

From the examination of the application by both instances of th:a:prm;:eduret it appearsd

that Mrs. G failed to substantiate her request for international protection. At seversl

yoints, her statements were contradictory or inconsistent and she had not suceeeded: to -
prove she had a real fear of being persecuted in Jran. It is worth mentioning-that-Mrs.
@D h2d been in contact with the authorities of her cowntry of origin on.several

oceasions (e.g. for issning her passport). Even after the lodging of her application for
“international protection, she addressed herself to the Iranian Embassy tn Cyprus for the
~ insuing of her divorce. This fact establishes that she is'not afratd to communi cate with the
authoritiés of her country, Moreover, concernifig her family problems, it is noted thather

husband has agreed that she keeps the custody of their daughter, -

© times.

The decision of the Reviewing Authovity of Refugees. is subject to adjudication before the -
Sapreme Court within 75 days from the date the applicant for intemation-a‘}protfacﬁipnhas '

lszen informed of it.

Freedom of religion is a fundamental right which is guaranteed in our Constitution {artitle
18) and ts safeguarded throughout our secondary legislation. Cyprus' legislation nind
practice for granting interpational protection respect the 1952 Gemeva Convention for
Refugees and they are fully harmonised with the relevant EU law on the subject.

1 qope that this gives you a clear picture of the cage and it fg&drgﬁses- the iﬁ'si;’ies,ﬁtéi#éﬂ' in
your Jetter. ‘ - | L

I 1'ehain at your di#po’sal :fo'r aﬁy further dlavification s/informatioﬁ yb:u ‘may req'uiré. :
Please accept, dear Mr Bielefeld, the agsurances of my hi-ghest constderation, : ‘__.,‘
7 A ‘Q-\!r*z.—_

rejected her application, for failing to substantiate her real fears for being persecuted jn

1t should further be added Mrs. QI lawyer was kept: informed of the situation at al
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Leonidzs Pantelides




