(Translated from Arabic)

Ministry of Foreign Affairsand International Cooperation
Libya

Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in
connection with the desecration of graves and the destruction of tombs and mosques

The Libyan people, including men and women froisakttors of society and all
walks of life, aspire to the enjoyment of all theivil, political, economic, social, cultural
and religious rights in conformity with the goalstbe glorious revolution of 17 February,
in which revolutionaries and fighters gave theirgblood for freedom and to topple the
dictatorial regime with the assistance of frien@tates and of regional and international
organizations. At the same time, progress is beagle towards the establishment of a
State based on the rule of law and on instituti@ssmentioned in the statement of the
General National Congress and the Grand Mufti dfyaj Shaikh Al-Sadiq ibn Abd al-
Rahman Al-Gharyani, and the statement of the Leagfudibyan Ulama’ (religious
scholars).

In recent days, Libya and the world have witnesseplettable incidents and unfair
violations involving the desecration of graves, tlestruction of a number of mosques and
attacks against public property with the use oféaand violence.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Internation@boperation associates itself with
and welcomes the statement of the General NatiGoabress, which reflects its sense of
immense responsibility to protect the goals ofrénelution of 17 February and to comply
with national obligations under international humahts instruments and conventions on
the protection of world cultural heritage.

At the same time, as the supreme constitutionttioaity in Libya, the General
National Congress has emphasized to all citizeasithvill not hesitate to take all decisive
measures against anyone who attempts to underimensotvereignty and legitimacy of the
State or to obstruct the establishment of a justetased on the rule of law for which the
revolution of 17 February took place.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Internatiof@aboperation takes this opportunity
to express its appreciation for the initiativeibizens in many Libyan cities to protect and
rehabilitate the heritage of humanity. The gratesmbs and ancient mosques that are an
inseparable part of the rich historical heritagé¢hef living and the dead must be maintained
and handed down to future generations as a testdm#re experiences of Libyans through
history and to their intermingling with other humeiwilizations.

The Ministry calls on the Libyan people to cooperaith the official and non-
official authorities in Libya in order to protedti$ heritage.

Issued on 30 August 2012 by the Media and PrefiseQf the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation
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The Permanent Misslon of Libya to the United Natlo

s Offlce in Genevad

and International Organisations In Switzerland presents ity compliments to the

Office in charge of the Special Procedures Branch an

has the honour to

Inform that In compllance with Its request recelved by fax Thursday é"
September, the Communication on “Joint urgent Apppal” has been duly

conveyed to H.E. Mr. Ashur Saad Bin Khayyal, Minister for

Furthermore the Permanent Misslon Is enclosing

orelgn Affalrs.

a communiqué In

Arabic and Its summarized translation In English, for your perusal.

The Permanent Misslon of Libya avalls itself of this ¢

Cackal
o the Office In char- o B
highest conslderaﬂ 7

lal Procedures Branch

Genevd

Office In charge of the Speclal Procedures Branch
Palals des Natlons

pportunity to renew
the assurances of Its

7th September 2012
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NON OFFICIAL SUMMARIZED TRANSLATION -

Communlqué form the Libyan Foreign Minlisiry
on the Desiruction of Sofi Shrines

The Libyan National Congress elected last August has Isgued a communiqué
on the 30" August on the destruction of some old Sofl shijnes and mosques in
Libya that occurred a few weeks ago, In which It depled such acts and
affrmed that all legal measures will be taken againsl those who will be
proved gullty: |

The Communiqué made It clear that Libya will be abide to all human rights
conventlons that it Is a state party to.

The Llbyan Foreign Ministry Is assoclating litself with the Congress'
Communiqué and urges all Lbyan people ta proteqt the humanitarian
herltage In Libya and to help In rehabllitation of these dlestroyed old shrines
and mosques as part of the historical world herifage; thd
to the upcoming generations not only In Libya but of the
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