Reply of the Egyptian Government to Joint urgent appeal
UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (33-27) EGY 13/2013

The channel Al Jazeera Mubasher Misr has not obtained any permit to operate in Egypt from the
competent authorities, which are the National Telecommunications Regulatory Authority
(NTRA), the Media Free Zone under the authority of the Ministry of Investment, the Radio and
Television Union, and the State Information Service. All these authorities have reported in
documented letters that the channel was not operating on the basis of an official permit, that it
had no accreditation from the press centre for foreign correspondents, and that those
accredited were correspondents of the ordinary Al Jazeera channel, Al Jazeera English and Al
Jazeera Sport, the correspondents of those channels not being subject to any legal measures at
all.

The Ministry of Investment has not issued any decision to establish the Al Jazeera Mubasher
Misr project, the Al Jazeera Misr network having submitted a request for its establishment, as
the network did not meet the requirements for establishment. Consequently the Media Free
Zone did not issue a decision on the legality of its presence or operation in this Zone, so it is not
licensed to operate.

With regard to the Radio and Television Union, entrusted with licensing channels to operate
outside the Media Free Zone, it has not issued any permit to Al Jazeera Mubasher Misr to
operate outside the Media Free Zone. Consequently, its continued presence in towns, villages,
streets and Egyptian governmental and non-governmental facilities is unlawful.

The Ministry of Telecommunications, entrusted with issuing licences for the entry of operating
and transmission equipment through customs, has not granted Al Jazeera Mubasher Misr any
approvals to bring in engineering equipment in order to operate in Egypt.

In light of the above, the operation of the channel Al Jazeera Mubasher Misr in Egyptian
territory is a violation of the law, state sovereignty and national security, particularly since the
practices of that channel over the years have been negative in that it has been unprofessional in
setting sections of the people against each other, conveying accusations and lies, and incitement
against the army, the police, the Government and the institution of the presidency, without
regard for media ethics, in addition to allowing the broadcast of hate speech and incitement to
religious violence.

With regard to the recent incident of the arrest of two workers under a warrant issued by the
public prosecution in a flat in the Agouza district of Cairo, it should be noted that one of them
was of Egyptian and the other of Palestinian nationality, while the place was the property of a
third, a Jordanian, who runs it as a news agency without a licence and was outside the country.
In the presence of their lawyers, the two men confessed before the prosecution to working for
the benefit of Al Jazeera Mubasher Misr. They did not have a legal licence to work; no permit as
a place of work had been obtained for the place in which they were working; and the equipment
in their possession was confiscated because it was also unlicensed for use in Egypt. The



prosecution therefore ordered the two men to be detained pending investigation, in accordance
with the provisions of the Egyptian Code of Criminal Procedure.
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The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR-S8pecial Procedures Branch), and with
reference to your fax dated August 30" 2013 regarding the Joint Urgent Appeal UA G/S0
218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (33-27) EGY 13/2013, has the honor
to attach herewith the preliminary reply of the Gavernment of the Arab Republic of Egypt
on the aforementioned urgent appeal, and looks forward that the enclosed information be
duly reflected in the relevant communications report to be submitted to the Human Rights
Council. Further detajled information shall be in this regard.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to rencw to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurances of its highest
consideration,

Ms. Jane Connors, Chicf Special Procedures Branch

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Procedurcs Branch)
Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Geneve 10

Fax: +41-22 917 9006
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