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

  (Translated from Arabic) 

Kingdom of Bahrain 

Public Prosecution 

Office of the Attorney General  

Information concerning a number of accused persons 

I. Ebrahim Ghuloom Hussein Karimi: case No. 334/2015 

 Identity No. 630200300 (his Bahraini citizenship was revoked in 2012). 

The charge 

1. Misuse of social media; 

2. Publicly insulting a foreign State and its leader; 

3. Possession of unlicensed weapons; 

4. Publicly inciting hatred of the regime and disparaging it; 

5. Illegal residence in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The facts 

 The investigations conducted by the Cyber Crime Directorate established that the 
accused had used his account to post messages on the “freejkarimi” Twitter and Instagram 
social media sites that were deemed to constitute insults to His Majesty the King. It 
obtained copies of messages on Twitter and Instagram that contained the following 
expressions: 

 “Down with Hamad, King of the stooges; Our slogan, down with Hamad; Down 
with Hamad forever; Hamad the dwarf; Down with the slave of the dinar; The terrorism of 
Al Saud; The Emir who depends on mercenaries hastens his inevitable demise; An image of 
the tyrant of Bahrain; The assault on Yemen; The storm of loafers; The restoration of hope 
equals the loss of hope; The mercenaries of Al Khalifa have set up inspection points on the 
following roads; Had it not been for Saudi Arabia, the massacre of the Grand Mosque of 
Mecca would not have occurred; The Governorate launches an attack on Hamad, describing 
him as the accursed and vile criminal occupier; The revolutionaries of Muharraq are 
currently burning four pictures of the tyrant Khalifa bin Salman in different locations.” In 
addition, four pictures were posted on Instagram with the following messages: “This is how 
the martyrs’ corpses were carried in Mecca; May Allah punish you, oh vile Al-Saud; 
Cursed be Al-Saud and the descendants of Abu Lahab; Bahrain congratulates the King of 
Saudi Arabia on the successful Hajj season; Salman arrived to oversee the welfare of the 
Hajj pilgrims in Mina and disaster struck; The bad omen; The Iranian parliamentarian 
Mohammed Saidi asks the Organization of Islamic Cooperation to announce that Saudi 
Arabia is incapable of administering the two Holy Places and proposes that they should be 
administered by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation or by a group of Islamic States.” 

 When the accused was questioned about the evidence contained in the record, he 
admitted that he was the person who managed the Twitter account, while another person 
had posted the pictures on the Instagram account. 
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 When he was questioned by the investigating unit at the Office of the Public 
Prosecutor, he denied the charges and stated that the accounts in question did not belong to 
him and that he neither used nor managed them.  

The measures taken 

• When permission was received from the Office of the Public Prosecutor to arrest and 
summon him and to inspect his residence, a number of mobile phones and a Taser 
were seized from his residence; 

• The accused was interrogated on 28 September 2015 and the Office of the Public 
Prosecutor ordered that he be placed in pretrial detention for 7 days. He appeared 
before the competent court, which examined the detention order and decided to 
extend his pretrial detention; 

• An expert in the Cyber Crime Directorate was appointed to inspect the confiscated 
electronic devices. The report has not yet been received;  

• An expert in the General Directorate of Physical Evidence was appointed to inspect 
the confiscated Taser. He stated in his report that it was a serviceable Taser and that 
Ministry of the Interior Decision No. 90 of 2008 concerning items the possession of 
which is prohibited without a licence was applicable thereto; 

• Police investigations of certain persons were requested on account of the link 
established between them and the facts under investigation; 

• The papers were copied and referred to the competent investigation unit so that it 
could take the necessary action concerning the accused’s claim that he had been 
subjected to threats and abuse in order to compel him to confess;  

• The accused was sent for trial and the case is still being considered by the competent 
court.  

II. Nabeel Ahmed Abdul Rasul Rajab 

1. Case No. 2014/145905 

 The Office of the Prosecutor referred the detainee to the Lower Criminal Court on 
the charge of publicly insulting the Ministry of the Interior and the defence forces. He had 
accused the security and military forces in the Kingdom on his social media account 
(Twitter) of supporting terrorist takfiri views, such as those of Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL). He was questioned about that matter in the presence of his lawyer and 
admitted to having posted such messages. He was accompanied by three lawyers during the 
trial sessions and the Court decided to release him. At its subsequent session on 20 January 
2015, the Court decided to convict him and sentenced him to a term of imprisonment of 6 
months. It set bail of 200 Bahraini dinars (BD) to suspend implementation. The accused 
appealed against the judgement before the High Criminal Court, which decided at its 
session on 14 May 2015 to accept the appeal in procedural terms but to dismiss it on the 
merits and to support the judgement against which the appeal had been filed. The accused 
then filed an appeal with the Court of Cassation. However, a Royal pardon was issued and 
the Court of Cassation decided to dismiss the appeal on the ground that it had become 
irrelevant. 

2. Case No. 112/2015 

• The accused was arrested on 4 April 2015 for posting messages and pictures on his 
Twitter social media account on 26 March 2015 containing allegations, lies and 
fabricated images concerning events in Syria and Palestine, attributing them to 
events in Yemen, thereby undermining the military campaign in which the Kingdom 
is participating with the coalition States in support of legitimacy in Yemen and 
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adversely influencing public opinion. In addition, he posted messages insulting a 
statutory body (the Ministry of the Interior), accusing the Ministry and its security 
forces of torturing prisoners, humiliating them, depriving them of education and 
subjecting them to degrading treatment; 

• The Office of the Prosecutor questioned the accused on 4 April 2012 in the presence 
of his lawyers and the accused remained silent. The Office of the Public Prosecutor 
decided to detain him for 7 days pending investigations after charging him with 
intentionally disseminating false and tendentious news, announcements and 
rumours, the aim being to spread provocative propaganda during wartime. The 
propaganda impaired the armed forces’ preparations for war and their practical 
operations, undermined the country’s steadfastness and publicly insulted a statutory 
body (the Ministry of the Interior). No action has been taken on the case as yet and 
the accused is currently at liberty. 

III. Ammar al-Abid (Ammar Makki Mohammed al-Aali) 

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 
Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 
media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 
social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• The Lower Criminal Court sentenced him to a term of imprisonment of 1 year and 
ordered the confiscation of the telephone that had been seized. The accused filed an 
appeal against the judgement and on 18 September 2013 the appeal court endorsed 
the judgement. 

IV. Ali Faisal Ibrahim al-Shofa (Ali al-Shofa) 

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 
Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 
media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 
social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• On 25 June 2013 the Lower Criminal Court sentenced the accused to a term of 
imprisonment of one year. The accused filed an appeal against the judgement and 
the appeal court decided to amend the sentence to a term of imprisonment of 6 
months; 

• The convicted person served the sentence and was released on 4 April 2015. 

V. Mohsen Abd-Ali Isa  

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 
Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 
media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 
social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• On 15 May 2013 the Lower Criminal Court sentenced the accused to a term of 
imprisonment of 1 year and ordered the confiscation of the telephone that had been 
seized. The accused filed an appeal against the judgement and on 12 September 
2013 the appeal court endorsed the judgement; 

• The convicted person served the sentence and was released on 12 March 2014. 
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VI. Hasan Abd-Ali Isa Yousef 

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 
Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 
media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 
social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• On 15 May 2013 the Lower Criminal Court sentenced the accused to a term of 
imprisonment of 1 year and ordered the confiscation of the telephone that had been 
seized. The accused filed an appeal against the judgement and on 19 June 2013 the 
appeal court endorsed the judgement against which the appeal had been filed; 

• The convicted person served the sentence and was released on 12 March 2014. 

VII. Nader Ebrahim Abdul-Imam 

The facts 

• The Office of the Public Prosecutor received three complaints against this individual 
concerning a message that he posted on his personal Twitter social media account in 
which he insulted the person and standing of the venerable Companion of the 
Prophet Khaled Bin al-Waleed. The message generated an indignant reaction on 
social media sites; 

• The Office of the Prosecutor interrogated the accused in the presence of his lawyer. 
He admitted that he managed the Twitter account and had in fact posted the message 
in question. The Office ordered that he be placed in pretrial detention pending the 
investigation, having charged him with publicly insulting a person who was glorified 
by members of a religious sect, which is punishable under article 310 (2) of the 
Criminal Code. He was referred to the criminal court; 

• On 15 October 2014 the court sentenced him to a term of imprisonment of 6 months. 
The accused filed an appeal and the appeal court decided, on 15 January 2015, to 
reduce the sentence to 4 months’ imprisonment;  

• The convicted person served his sentence and was released. 

VIII. Husain Ali Isa Mahdi 

The facts 

• The accused posted messages on his Twitter social media account containing insults 
to His Majesty the King. The Office of the Public Prosecutor referred the detainee to 
the criminal court on the charge of publicly insulting the country’s King. He was 
released on 27 April 2015 and the case was deferred until 7 February 2016. 

 Information is lacking with respect to Ali Ebrahim al-Heli and Mahmood Tarish. 
Additional details have been requested with a view to reporting on their situation.  
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ϭ Ϊϗ ˯ΎΟ Ωήϟ΍ Ϧϣ ΔϣϮϜΤϟ΍ ϥ΃ ΔϤΟήΘϟ΍ ΔϳέΎΟ. 

ϭ ϢΘϴγ ΔΣΎΗ΍ ΔϘϴΛϮϟ΍ ΎϣΪϨϋ ϢΘΗ ΔϤΟήΘϟ΍. 

 
*** 

 

溏謠倣譏燔嘖偏甑偏貭匿ŧ ﾚI跥0誻甑 
 

*** 
 

A Government reply has been received and is being translated. 
The document will be made available when it has been translated. 

 
*** 

 
Une réponse du Gouvernement a été reçue et est en cours de traduction. 

Ce document sera mis à disposition dès que la traduction sera disponible. 
 

*** 
 

Ɉɬɜɟɬ ɩɪɚɜɢɬɟɥɶɫɬɜɚ ɛɵɥ ɩɨɥɭɱɟɧ ɢ ɜ ɧɚɫɬɨɹɳɟɟ ɜɪɟɦɹ ɜ ɩɪɨɰɟɫɫɟ ɩɟɪɟɜɨɞɚ. 
Ⱦɨɤɭɦɟɧɬ ɛɭɞɟɬ ɞɨɫɬɭɩɟɧ ɩɨɫɥɟ ɟɝɨ ɩɟɪɟɜɨɞɚ. 

 
*** 

 
Una respuesta del Gobierno ha sido recibida y en este momento se encuentra en el servicio de 

traducción 
El documento estará disponible una vez que se haya traducido. 
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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Kingdom of Bahrain 

Public Prosecution 

Office of the Attorney General  

Information concerning a number of accused persons 

I. Ebrahim Ghuloom Hussein Karimi: case No. 334/2015 

 Identity No. 630200300 (his Bahraini citizenship was revoked in 2012). 

The charge 

1. Misuse of social media; 

2. Publicly insulting a foreign State and its leader; 

3. Possession of unlicensed weapons; 

4. Publicly inciting hatred of the regime and disparaging it; 

5. Illegal residence in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

The facts 

 The investigations conducted by the Cyber Crime Directorate established that the 

accused had used his account to post messages on the “freejkarimi” Twitter and Instagram 

social media sites that were deemed to constitute insults to His Majesty the King. It 

obtained copies of messages on Twitter and Instagram that contained the following 

expressions: 

 “Down with Hamad, King of the stooges; Our slogan, down with Hamad; Down 

with Hamad forever; Hamad the dwarf; Down with the slave of the dinar; The terrorism of 

Al Saud; The Emir who depends on mercenaries hastens his inevitable demise; An image of 

the tyrant of Bahrain; The assault on Yemen; The storm of loafers; The restoration of hope 

equals the loss of hope; The mercenaries of Al Khalifa have set up inspection points on the 

following roads; Had it not been for Saudi Arabia, the massacre of the Grand Mosque of 

Mecca would not have occurred; The Governorate launches an attack on Hamad, describing 

him as the accursed and vile criminal occupier; The revolutionaries of Muharraq are 

currently burning four pictures of the tyrant Khalifa bin Salman in different locations.” In 

addition, four pictures were posted on Instagram with the following messages: “This is how 

the martyrs’ corpses were carried in Mecca; May Allah punish you, oh vile Al-Saud; 

Cursed be Al-Saud and the descendants of Abu Lahab; Bahrain congratulates the King of 

Saudi Arabia on the successful Hajj season; Salman arrived to oversee the welfare of the 

Hajj pilgrims in Mina and disaster struck; The bad omen; The Iranian parliamentarian 

Mohammed Saidi asks the Organization of Islamic Cooperation to announce that Saudi 

Arabia is incapable of administering the two Holy Places and proposes that they should be 

administered by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation or by a group of Islamic States.” 

 When the accused was questioned about the evidence contained in the record, he 

admitted that he was the person who managed the Twitter account, while another person 

had posted the pictures on the Instagram account. 
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 When he was questioned by the investigating unit at the Office of the Public 

Prosecutor, he denied the charges and stated that the accounts in question did not belong to 

him and that he neither used nor managed them.  

The measures taken 

• When permission was received from the Office of the Public Prosecutor to arrest and 

summon him and to inspect his residence, a number of mobile phones and a Taser 

were seized from his residence; 

• The accused was interrogated on 28 September 2015 and the Office of the Public 

Prosecutor ordered that he be placed in pretrial detention for 7 days. He appeared 

before the competent court, which examined the detention order and decided to 

extend his pretrial detention; 

• An expert in the Cyber Crime Directorate was appointed to inspect the confiscated 

electronic devices. The report has not yet been received;  

• An expert in the General Directorate of Physical Evidence was appointed to inspect 

the confiscated Taser. He stated in his report that it was a serviceable Taser and that 

Ministry of the Interior Decision No. 90 of 2008 concerning items the possession of 

which is prohibited without a licence was applicable thereto; 

• Police investigations of certain persons were requested on account of the link 

established between them and the facts under investigation; 

• The papers were copied and referred to the competent investigation unit so that it 

could take the necessary action concerning the accused’s claim that he had been 

subjected to threats and abuse in order to compel him to confess;  

• The accused was sent for trial and the case is still being considered by the competent 

court.  

II. Nabeel Ahmed Abdul Rasul Rajab 

1. Case No. 2014/145905 

 The Office of the Prosecutor referred the detainee to the Lower Criminal Court on 

the charge of publicly insulting the Ministry of the Interior and the defence forces. He had 

accused the security and military forces in the Kingdom on his social media account 

(Twitter) of supporting terrorist takfiri views, such as those of Islamic State in Iraq and the 

Levant (ISIL). He was questioned about that matter in the presence of his lawyer and 

admitted to having posted such messages. He was accompanied by three lawyers during the 

trial sessions and the Court decided to release him. At its subsequent session on 20 January 

2015, the Court decided to convict him and sentenced him to a term of imprisonment of 6 

months. It set bail of 200 Bahraini dinars (BD) to suspend implementation. The accused 

appealed against the judgement before the High Criminal Court, which decided at its 

session on 14 May 2015 to accept the appeal in procedural terms but to dismiss it on the 

merits and to support the judgement against which the appeal had been filed. The accused 

then filed an appeal with the Court of Cassation. However, a Royal pardon was issued and 

the Court of Cassation decided to dismiss the appeal on the ground that it had become 

irrelevant. 

2. Case No. 112/2015 

• The accused was arrested on 4 April 2015 for posting messages and pictures on his 

Twitter social media account on 26 March 2015 containing allegations, lies and 

fabricated images concerning events in Syria and Palestine, attributing them to 

events in Yemen, thereby undermining the military campaign in which the Kingdom 

is participating with the coalition States in support of legitimacy in Yemen and 
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adversely influencing public opinion. In addition, he posted messages insulting a 

statutory body (the Ministry of the Interior), accusing the Ministry and its security 

forces of torturing prisoners, humiliating them, depriving them of education and 

subjecting them to degrading treatment; 

• The Office of the Prosecutor questioned the accused on 4 April 2012 in the presence 

of his lawyers and the accused remained silent. The Office of the Public Prosecutor 

decided to detain him for 7 days pending investigations after charging him with 

intentionally disseminating false and tendentious news, announcements and 

rumours, the aim being to spread provocative propaganda during wartime. The 

propaganda impaired the armed forces’ preparations for war and their practical 

operations, undermined the country’s steadfastness and publicly insulted a statutory 

body (the Ministry of the Interior). No action has been taken on the case as yet and 

the accused is currently at liberty. 

III. Ammar al-Abid (Ammar Makki Mohammed al-Aali) 

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 

Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 

media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 

social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• The Lower Criminal Court sentenced him to a term of imprisonment of 1 year and 

ordered the confiscation of the telephone that had been seized. The accused filed an 

appeal against the judgement and on 18 September 2013 the appeal court endorsed 

the judgement. 

IV. Ali Faisal Ibrahim al-Shofa (Ali al-Shofa) 

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 

Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 

media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 

social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• On 25 June 2013 the Lower Criminal Court sentenced the accused to a term of 

imprisonment of one year. The accused filed an appeal against the judgement and 

the appeal court decided to amend the sentence to a term of imprisonment of 6 

months; 

• The convicted person served the sentence and was released on 4 April 2015. 

V. Mohsen Abd-Ali Isa  

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 

Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 

media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 

social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• On 15 May 2013 the Lower Criminal Court sentenced the accused to a term of 

imprisonment of 1 year and ordered the confiscation of the telephone that had been 

seized. The accused filed an appeal against the judgement and on 12 September 

2013 the appeal court endorsed the judgement; 

• The convicted person served the sentence and was released on 12 March 2014. 
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VI. Hasan Abd-Ali Isa Yousef 

The facts 

• On 12 March 2013 the above-mentioned accused was arrested for insulting His 

Majesty the King in a number of messages posted on his personal Twitter social 

media account. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged him with misuse of the 

social media and referred him to the criminal court; 

• On 15 May 2013 the Lower Criminal Court sentenced the accused to a term of 

imprisonment of 1 year and ordered the confiscation of the telephone that had been 

seized. The accused filed an appeal against the judgement and on 19 June 2013 the 

appeal court endorsed the judgement against which the appeal had been filed; 

• The convicted person served the sentence and was released on 12 March 2014. 

VII. Nader Ebrahim Abdul-Imam 

The facts 

• The Office of the Public Prosecutor received three complaints against this individual 

concerning a message that he posted on his personal Twitter social media account in 

which he insulted the person and standing of the venerable Companion of the 

Prophet Khaled Bin al-Waleed. The message generated an indignant reaction on 

social media sites; 

• The Office of the Prosecutor interrogated the accused in the presence of his lawyer. 

He admitted that he managed the Twitter account and had in fact posted the message 

in question. The Office ordered that he be placed in pretrial detention pending the 

investigation, having charged him with publicly insulting a person who was glorified 

by members of a religious sect, which is punishable under article 310 (2) of the 

Criminal Code. He was referred to the criminal court; 

• On 15 October 2014 the court sentenced him to a term of imprisonment of 6 months. 

The accused filed an appeal and the appeal court decided, on 15 January 2015, to 

reduce the sentence to 4 months’ imprisonment;  

• The convicted person served his sentence and was released. 

VIII. Husain Ali Isa Mahdi 

The facts 

• The accused posted messages on his Twitter social media account containing insults 

to His Majesty the King. The Office of the Public Prosecutor referred the detainee to 

the criminal court on the charge of publicly insulting the country’s King. He was 

released on 27 April 2015 and the case was deferred until 7 February 2016. 

 Information is lacking with respect to Ali Ebrahim al-Heli and Mahmood Tarish. 

Additional details have been requested with a view to reporting on their situation.  

    


