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  (Translated from Chinese) 

 Receipt is hereby acknowledged of the letter regarding the case of unlawful 
procession and demonstration by eight persons including Mr. Sangye Bum, dated 12 June 
2013 and addressed jointly by the United Nations Human Rights Council’s Chair-
Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the 
promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, and the 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders (UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 
(67-17) Assembly and Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) CHN 4/2013). The Chinese 
Government has carefully investigated the matter referred to in the letter, and wishes to 
make the following reply. 

 The Gonghe County People’s Procurator in Qinghai province brought charges of 
unlawful procession and demonstration against eight people, including Mr. Sangye Bum, in 
the Gonghe County People’s Court. The case was tried in accordance with the law in that 
Court, which determined that Mr. Sangye Bum and his co-defendants, having failed to 
apply to the public security authorities for permission beforehand, had collectively 
premeditated and planned the assembly of more than 200 students, who after successively 
taking part in book-burnings, processions and sit-down demonstrations, regathered at the 
entrance of their school and refused to disperse and re-enter the school. As officers of the 
armed police and special police were in the process of driving the students back into the 
school, Jampa Tsering and some of the other students threw pieces of coal at the security 
personnel, resulting in injuries to some of the students. 

 Article 35 of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China provides that 
citizens of the People’s Republic have freedom of speech, of the press, of assembly, of 
association, of procession and of demonstration. At the same time, article 7 of the Law of 
the People’s Republic of China on Assemblies, Processions and Demonstrations provides 
that for the holding of an assembly, a procession or a demonstration, application must be 
made to and permission obtained from the competent authorities in accordance with the 
provisions of that Law. The Gonghe County People’s Court ruled that Sangye Bum and his 
co-defendants had organized the procession and demonstration without applying to the 
public security authorities for permission, had defied orders to disperse, and had seriously 
damaged social order; their actions violated the provisions of article 296 of the Criminal 
Law of the People’s Republic of China and constituted the crimes of unlawful procession 
and demonstration. In view of the fact that the eight defendants had all voluntarily 
confessed to their crimes, the Court exercised leniency in their punishment, respectively 
sentencing Mr. Sangye Bum to 4 years in prison, Messrs. Kunsang Bum, Lhaten and Jampa 
Tsering to 3 years and 6 months in prison, Messrs. Wangyal Tsering and Choekyong Kyap 
to 3 years and 3 months in prison, and Messrs. Tsering Tashi and Dola to 3 years in prison. 
At the conclusion of the trial of first instance, none of the eight defendants lodged an 
appeal, and the verdict of the first-instance trial is now in effect. 

 The People’s Court tried this case in strict accordance with the provisions of the 
Criminal Law and the Criminal Procedure Law, and fully respected the litigation rights of 
the defendants. 

 The Chinese Government respectfully requests that the foregoing be reproduced in 
its entirety in the relevant United Nations documents. 

    








