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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Reply to joint allegation letter AL Assembly and Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-
9), dated 19 April 2013, concerning the new draft law on associations 

 In an effort to achieve its vision of creating a community-based partnership with 
civil society, the Ministry of Social Development resolved to produce amendments to 
Decree No. 21 of 1989 promulgating the Law on Associations, Social and Cultural Clubs, 
Private Youth and Sports Organizations and Private Foundations. All civil society 
organizations were engaged in producing these amendments, the aim of which was to give 
more flexibility to organizations in carrying out their role and to broaden understanding of 
new objectives and a future vision attuned to global developments taking place in this 
sphere. 

 The Ministry of Social Development accordingly examined international laws and 
legislation, attending international workshops and organizing local workshops in the 
interest of conformity with the latest international practices, as follows: 

• The Ministry took part in a workshop held in Jordan to discuss ways of updating 
laws on non-governmental organizations (NGOs). The workshop was attended by 
representatives of Bahraini human rights organizations, civil society and 
parliamentary councils; 

• A workshop to discuss the development of not-for-profit law was held in April and 
attended by representatives of various sectors; 

• Last October, the Ministry organized a workshop to present the features of the draft 
law to all NGOs. The workshop was attended by over 80 representatives of different 
NGOs, including charitable funds, women’s and youth associations and various 
others. Their views on the new law were canvassed in a dialogue with Ministry 
representatives. Some of the NGO representatives requested more time to examine 
the draft law. The Ministry responded favourably to their request and also 
disseminated a copy of the draft law, which was additionally made available on the 
Ministry’s website; 

• Numerous associations stated their views on the draft, making some 100 comments 
in all, and the proposed law was amended in the light of those views; 

• The proposed draft law was presented to United Nations experts through experts 
from the International Centre for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL). The assistance of 
international bodies experienced in developing NGO laws and organizing 
explanatory workshops and meetings was also engaged in order to elaborate an 
NGO law based on international principles and having a development perspective of 
service to civil society; 

• A workshop took place at the National NGO Support Centre in Tubli, at 10 a.m. on 
10 November 2007, and was attended by 25 representatives of civil society, in 
particular human rights associations, and representatives of the Council of 
Representatives and the Shura Council. The purpose of the workshop was to review 
key trends in NGO laws worldwide; 

• The draft law was presented at a workshop following its amendment in the light of 
comments made by NGOs and ICNL; 
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• NGOs were afforded the opportunity to discuss the matter and state their views; 

• NGOs began meeting in order to consult and express their views on the draft law; 

• Comments from NGOs were received as from November 2007; 

• The law was redrafted; 

• It was approved. 
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Workshop held in Jordan to discuss ways of updating NGO laws  

Workshop held in April for representatives of various sectors in order to discuss the 
development of not-for-profit law 

Workshop held last October to present the features of the draft law to all NGOs 

Receipt of some 100 comments from NGOs on the draft law 

Presentation of the proposed draft law to United Nations experts through ICNL experts 

Workshop held on 10 October 2007 at the National NGO Support Centre, attended by 25 
representatives of civil society 

Workshop to present the draft law following its amendment in the light of comments made 
by NGOs and ICNL 

Opportunity afforded to NGOs to discuss and express their views on the draft law 

NGO consultations begun 

Receipt of NGO comments as from November 2007 

    










