(Translated from Arabic)

Reply tojoint allegation letter AL Assembly and Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-
9), dated 19 April 2013, concer ning the new draft law on associations

In an effort to achieve its vision of creating @nanunity-based partnership with
civil society, the Ministry of Social Developmengsolved to produce amendments to
Decree No. 21 of 1989 promulgating the Law on Aggams, Social and Cultural Clubs,
Private Youth and Sports Organizations and Priviateindations. All civil society
organizations were engaged in producing these amemis, the aim of which was to give
more flexibility to organizations in carrying outetir role and to broaden understanding of
new objectives and a future vision attuned to dlatevelopments taking place in this
sphere.

The Ministry of Social Development accordingly exaed international laws and
legislation, attending international workshops amgjanizing local workshops in the
interest of conformity with the latest internatibpeactices, as follows:

» The Ministry took part in a workshop held in Jordandiscuss ways of updating
laws on non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Woekshop was attended by
representatives of Bahraini human rights orgaronati civil society and
parliamentary councils;

» A workshop to discuss the development of not-fafiptaw was held in April and
attended by representatives of various sectors;

 Last October, the Ministry organized a workshoptesent the features of the draft
law to all NGOs. The workshop was attended by @gerepresentatives of different
NGOs, including charitable funds, women’s and yoa#isociations and various
others. Their views on the new law were canvasged dialogue with Ministry
representatives. Some of the NGO representativpsested more time to examine
the draft law. The Ministry responded favourably tieeir request and also
disseminated a copy of the draft law, which wasitaathlly made available on the
Ministry’s website;

» Numerous associations stated their views on thit, dnaking some 100 comments
in all, and the proposed law was amended in tha bfthose views;

» The proposed draft law was presented to UnitedoNatiexperts through experts
from the International Centre for Not-for-Profit wa(ICNL). The assistance of
international bodies experienced in developing NG&vs and organizing
explanatory workshops and meetings was also engagedder to elaborate an
NGO law based on international principles and hgnardevelopment perspective of
service to civil society;

» A workshop took place at the National NGO Supparhi€e in Tubli, at 10 a.m. on
10 November 2007, and was attended by 25 représ@staof civil society, in
particular human rights associations, and repratigas of the Council of
Representatives and the Shura Council. The purgiotbee workshop was to review
key trends in NGO laws worldwide;

» The draft law was presented at a workshop followtagamendment in the light of
comments made by NGOs and ICNL;
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» NGOs were afforded the opportunity to discuss tladten and state their views;

NGOs began meeting in order to consult and exghessviews on the draft law;

Comments from NGOs were received as from November 2

* The law was redrafted;

* It was approved.
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Workshop held in Jordan to discuss ways of updatiG® laws

Workshop held in April for representatives of vaisosectors in order to discuss the
development of not-for-profit law

Workshop held last October to present the featofréise draft law to all NGOs
Receipt of some 100 comments from NGOs on the thaft
Presentation of the proposed draft law to Unitetid¥ia experts through ICNL experts

Workshop held on 10 October 2007 at the NationaON&upport Centre, attended by 25
representatives of civil society

Workshop to present the draft law following its amdment in the light of comments made
by NGOs and ICNL

Opportunity afforded to NGOs to discuss and exptiesis views on the draft law
NGO consultations begun

Receipt of NGO comments as from November 2007
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Geneva, bth June 2013
1/5(4) - 204 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations
Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its
compliments to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
and would like to refer to the joint urgent appeal, ref. Al Assembly &
Association (2010-1) G/50 214 (107-9) BHR 1/2013, dated 19t April 2013,
sent by the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and of association and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights defenders, on the information received concerning a new
draft law on associations which if adopted would violate international
norms and standards related to the right to freedom of association and
could seriously compromise the work of civil society organizations,
including human rights organizations.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of
the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the aforementioned urgent
appeal in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration. }

Mr. Orest Nowosad,
Officer-in-Charge

Special Procedures Branch i
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson

Rue des Paquis 52

1201 Genéve

Fax: +41 22 917 90 06

Fax: +41 22 917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de 1'Cifice des Nations Unies Genave/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
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