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  (Translated from Arabic) 
 

State of Qatar 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Date:  29 November 2015       No. 5/0081729/2015 

Human Rights Department 

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights 

Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers 

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of 

opinion and expression 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Geneva 

 We wish to thank you for the letter that you sent to the Permanent Representative 

of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office at Geneva concerning the sentence of 

life imprisonment handed down to Qatari national Mohammed Rashed Hassan Naser al-
Ajami. 

 Please allow me to provide the following clarifications: 

•  On 14 February 2013 we responded to allegations contained in a letter regarding 

the situation of Mr. al-Ajami. We explained that he had been afforded all his legal 

rights during the prosecution and investigation stages as well as during his trial 

before the courts. He also enjoyed all the rights guaranteed to him by law while in 

prison. 

•  On 28 February 2013, the Court of Appeal issued a sentence reducing his term of 

imprisonment to 15 years, and that sentence was upheld by the Court of Cassation 

on 21 October 2015. Under the Qatari legal system, sentences issued by the Court 

of Cassation are definitive. 

 Please allow me to assure you that we take full account of our obligations in the 

framework of international human rights treaties and standards, which we strive to 

adhere to with all due transparency in the conviction that human rights are the 

cornerstone of the comprehensive reform policies which the country is pursuing. 

 We should like to assure you that we are fully ready to discuss this and any other 

subject which may be of mutual concern in the interest of safeguarding and ensuring 

respect for human rights. 

 Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

        (Signature) Khaled Bin Jasem Al Thani 
        Director of the Human Rights Department 
 








