(Trandated from Arabic)
/8/110/ 2014
Tuesday, 12 August 2014

To the Chef de Cabinet of His Excellency,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs

Sir,

We refer to your letter No. O-HRU-106-2014-8/10/@ated 13 June 2014,
requesting information about Mr. Maher Abbas AhnYadissef al-Khabbaz.

We are in a position to inform you that the Officé the Public Prosecutor
interviewed Mr. Al-Khabbaz and eight others andrgkd him with murdering a public
official, police officer| | | | | -, usieaplosive materials, the motive being
that the official was carrying out his duty. Thdesfce was committed concomitantly with
others, namely: attempted murder (by the accusddotirers) of police officers who were
carrying out their duties during clashes, demotistra and riots; possession of incendiary
devices and of a firearm, without a permit from taistry of the Interior, for use in
carrying out acts of terrorism; possession of whate effectively explosive materials,
without a permit from the Ministry of the Interidigr use in carrying out acts of terrorism;
and the use of force and violence against publficiafs in order to impede them,
unlawfully, from carrying out their duties (the ased used force and violence against
police officers who were attempting to arrest him).

When faced with these charges at interview, tloeised denied them. However, the
second accused person (the brother of Mr. Al-Khaplas well as the third and fourth
accused persons averred that it was Mr. Al-Khabbha had fired the flare gun in the
direction of police when they clashed with the psbors and that it was he who had
perpetrated a number of other offences mentionedeist of charges. The ninth accused
person (also a brother of Mr. Al-Khabbaz) declatteat he had stolen the flare gun from his
place of work and given it to his brother Maher abb

In formulating the charges, the Office of the RulRtrosecutor based itself on the
testimony of police officers who had been presenha time the victim had been hit and
who had reported that the flare had lodged in bdoanen then exploded and that flames
had been visible from the opening it had made & body. The Office of the Public
Prosecutor also availed itself of certain foremsjgorts, including the autopsy report which
established that the cause of death was the imjamged by the parachute flare that had
been fired at the deceased. The flare had expliodéde the victim’s abdomen and burned
surrounding tissue. Further evidence was provigethé testimony by a security officer
who had undertaken the initial inquiry and firste®ed reports indicating that the accused
persons were responsible for the murder.

Mr. Al-Khabbaz made no claims about being tortundin he was at the Office of
the Public Prosecutor nor did he file any suchnela¥ith the special unit that examines
claims of torture or of cruel, inhuman or degradirgatment.

The case was referred to the High Criminal Coliie accused was accompanied by
defence counsel, and the Court ensured that hgeghfoll legal guarantees, including that
of a public trial. On 19 February 2014, the Cowhtenced him to death and the other
accused persons to varying terms of imprisonmeatin€el for Mr. Al-Khabbaz filed an
appeal against the sentence with a superior cthetSupreme Civil Court of Appeal. The
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Court considered the case and decided to defeejodgt until its session of 31 August
2014. Any sentence emerging from that court mayappealed before the Court of
Cassation, which is the highest court in the land.

Accept, Sir, assurances of our highest considerati

(Sgned) Chef de Cabinet of the Public Prosecutor
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Geneva, 29t August 2014
1/5(4) - 320 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and would like to
refer to the joint urgent appeal, ref. UA BHR 8/2014, dated 8t July 2014, sent
by the Chair- Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; the
Special Rapporteur on the independence of Judges and Lawyers ; the Special
Rapporteur on Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment; and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions, on the information received regarding the allegations of
torture and ill-treatment of Mr. Maher AlKhabbaz.

In this regards,.the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of
the Public Prosecution Office, The Kingdom of Bahrain to the aforementioned
joint urgent appeal in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration.

3 g e 3\'.
Mr. Karim Ghezraoui A (\Z
Officer-in-charge NGRS 5}
Special Procedures Branch ' - “v”;/
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Humisgs
Palais Wilson
Rue des Paquis 52
1201 Geneve

Fax: +41 2291790 06 /917 90 08

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh
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