
The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations and 
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliment to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor to forward the 
information of the Russian Federation in relation to the communication of the Chair-
Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and the 
Special Rapporteur on the torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment (reference: UA G/SO 217/1 214 (53-24) RUS 12/2013). 
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Information of the Russian Federation in relation to the communication of the 
Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council regarding the situation around 

Mr. I. Azimov 
 

Reference: UA G/SO 217/1 G/SO 214 (53-24) RUS 12/2013 
 
 

 On June 23, 2011, the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Russian Federation 
granted a request of the General Prosecutor’s Office of Tajikistan to extradite Mr. 
Azimov so that he could be prosecuted for participating in a criminal community 
(criminal organization) under Part 2 of Article 187 of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Tajikistan. 
 
 The final and binding decision on extraditing Mr. Azimov was not executed 
because Mr. Azimov lodged a complaint with the European Court of Human Rights 
which, on November 24, 2011, applied Rule 39 of the Rules of the Court suspending 
all actions relating to Mr. Azimov’s extradition, deportation or any other forced 
movement of Mr. Azimov to the Republic of Tajikistan. 
 
 According to the final judgment of the European Court of Human Rights 
which entered into force on September 9, 2013, any forced return of Mr. Azimov to 
the Republic of Tajikistan will give rise to a violation of Article 3 of the 1950 
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 
 
 Taking into account this ruling, on September 18, 2013, the Moscow Region 
Directorate of the Federal Migration Service of the Russian Federation granted Mr. 
Azimov temporary asylum in the Russian Federation. 
 
 On September 23, 2013, in accordance with his request Mr. Azimov was 
placed in the Federal Public Institution of the Federal Migration Service of the 
Russian Federation “Center for Temporary Accommodation of Immigrants (CTAI) 
“Serebryaniki” (Tver Region, Vyshnevolotsk District, village of Serebryaniki). While 
staying there, Mr. Azimov did not lodge with the administration of the facility or with 
the Federal Migration Service of the Russian Federation any statements about his 
fears of being kidnapped from the Center or any requests to ensure his protection. 
 
 According to the Tver Regional Directorate of the Federal Migration Service 
of the Russian Federation, on December 3, 2013, at 20:00, five unidentified 
individuals, two of whom were allegedly wearing police uniform, entered building № 
4 of the Federal Public Institution of the Federal Migration Service of the Russian 
Federation “CTAI “Serebryaniki”. Having presented themselves to the Center’s on-
duty administrator as police officers, they went up to the third floor of the building to 
room № 27, picked up Mr. Azimov, put him in the car and drove off to an undisclosed 
location. While being taken to the car, Mr. Azimov managed to ask the Center’s on-
duty administrator to call the police and inform them that he was kidnapped. 
 
 The on-duty police officer of the Inter-Municipal Department of the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs of the Russian Federation “Vyshnevolotskyi” and the senior 
management of the Tver Regional Directorate of the Federal Migration Service of the 
Russian Federation were immediately informed about the incident. At 20:50, the 



police officers and police operational-investigations group arrived at the crime scene. 
However, despite all the measures taken by them they did not succeed in 
apprehending kidnappers.  
 
 The Vyshnevolotskyi Investigation Interregional Department of the 
Investigation Committee of the Russian Federation for Tver Region examined all the 
circumstances of the incident and opened a criminal case for an offence under Part 2, 
paragraph “a” of Article 126 of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation. 
 
 Because of the incident above, on December 27, 2013, the Federal Migration 
Service of the Russian Federation held an interagency meeting on the issue of 
adopting additional measures to be taken to ensure safety and security of foreign 
citizens who are seeking or who were already granted asylum in the Russian 
Federation including those who were accommodated in the federal public institutions. 
 
 The Federal Public Institution of the Federal Migration Service of the Russian 
Federation “CTAI “Serebryaniki” is an open facility (around 30 foreign citizens were 
accommodated there). The Federal Migration Service is conducting maintenance and 
repair works in the Center and is re-equipping it. As a priority measure, the Service 
plans to carry out substantial repairs of the facility’s perimeter fence, build a security 
checkpoint, install an alarm system connected to the extradepartmental security 
guards, organize protection of the facility with the help of extradepartmental security 
guards or a private security service (at present the Center is guarded around the clock 
by watchmen and on-duty administrators who are constantly present at the premises). 
 
 A new version of the Federal Law “On Refugees” drawn up by the Federal 
Migration Service of the Russian Federation provides for the enhanced level of 
security of foreign citizens who are seeking or who were already granted asylum in 
the Russian Federation including those who were temporarily accommodated in the 
federal public institutions. 
 
 As of today, the competent Russian authorities do not have any information 
about Mr. Azimov’s location. The Central Data Base of the Federal Migration Service 
of the Russian Federation for keeping track of foreign citizens and stateless persons 
temporarily arriving or temporarily or permanently staying in the territory of the 
Russian Federation does not contain any data indicating that Mr. Azimov crossed the 
state border of the Russian Federation. 
 
 In case the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation receives any 
up to date information concerning Mr. Azimov, it will convey this information to the 
Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council. 










