(Trandlated from Arabic)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Human Rights Office

Reply of the State of Kuwait to the letter dated 3 December 2015 from the Chief of the
Special Procedures Branch of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights

We refer to the letter dated 3 December 2015 frtwn €hief of the Special
Procedures Branch of the Office of the United Naidtdigh Commissioner for Human
Rights, which contains queries raised by the Rifise-Chair of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on diea of religion or belief, the Special
Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyneérnthe highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health, the Special Rapporteuthe independence of judges and
lawyers and the Special Rapporteur on torture ath@rocruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment concerning information ikexk in relation to the arrest of eight
Kuwaiti nationals, all Shia Muslims, in August 20THhese men — Hasan al-Attar, Jassim
Mohamed Ghadanfari, Abdul Mohsen al-Shatti, HasdinJamal, Mohamed Jassim al-
Meraj, Hasan Abdulhadi Hajih, Mohamed al-Husaind aibdulla al-Husaini — were
subsequently detained at State security facilitiebe awaiting trial before a criminal court.

We also refer you to the information that has ayedeen provided to the
rapporteurs concerning the allegations that thhteiten were subjected to arbitrary arrest
and detention and to ill-treatment, including théra&ction of confessions under duress and
the denial of access to adequate medical treatamehof the right to practise their religion.

Kuwait has ratified a number of international hunréghts treaties, which it has
incorporated into its national law. For examples @onvention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishmsg brought into law through Act
No. 1 of 1996 and the International Covenant onilCand Political Rights was
promulgated through Act No. 12 of 1996.

Wewish toraise the following points:

Firstly, the Government of Kuwait wishes to formnyaliefute the unfounded and
spurious allegations that the aforementioned Shisvadti detainees were discriminated
against on the grounds of religion. The Kuwaitiis#égfure has embraced the concept and
values of national unity and is working to giverthdue prominence in the law. Article 7 of
the Constitution declares that justice, freedom eqdality are the foundations of society
and that the strongest bonds between citizensaaged through cooperation and mutual
respect. Moreover, article 29 states that all pegdmave the same human dignity and the
same rights and duties before the law, which daggiscriminate on the grounds of sex,
ethnicity, language or religion.

Furthermore, pursuant to Decree-Law No. 19 of 26d2rotecting national unity,
no person may use any of the means of expressexifigul in article 29 of Act No. 31 of
1970, amending certain provisions of the Criminatl€, to call for, encourage or undertake
any act expressing hatred or contempt for any bagi@up, to incite sectarian or tribal
conflict or to spread ideas concerning the supiyiaf a given race, group, skin colour,
ethnic group, religious affiliation, sex or lineagehis instrument also prohibits incitement
to any form of violence in support of such ideagl ahe dissemination, publication,
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broadcasting, rebroadcasting, production or citoutaof any audiovisual content or
material, or the spreading of false rumours, ferdforementioned purposes. It also applies
to any person outside Kuwaiti territory who commits is an accomplice to, such an
offence where the offence is committed wholly orpart in Kuwaiti territory. Social
networks, blogs and other modern forms of commuitinaare included as means of
expression.

Kuwait wishes to make the following points in refece to the above-mentioned
letter:

First: With regard to the request by the rapporteurs to provide any additional
information or comments concerning the charges in question, and in particular the request
for information pertaining to the legal grounds for the charges and for an explanation of
how these measures are compatible with international norms and standards as stated, inter
alia, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Palitical Rights

We shall begin by reviewing the charges broughttihy Office of the Public
Prosecutor against the persons in question. Wé thieal discuss the outcome of the ruling
handed down by the High Court (Fourth Division loé tCriminal Court) in State Security
Case No. 51 of 2015, registered as State Securityii@l Case No. 55 of 2015 and dated
12 January 2016.

Charges against Hasan Abdulhadi Hajih

» Hasan Abdulhadi Hajih was arrested at 2 a.m. onn#sday, 12 August 2015, at
his home in Abdulla Mubarak district. An officialarrant had been issued by the
prosecutor on 11 August 2015 to arrest and searclikjih and to search his home.

» The accused was brought before the public prosecutdhe evening of Thursday,
13 August 2015, within the legally prescribed déwl at which time he was
examined and showed no signs of torture. The adoumefessed to the charges and,
after questioning, the prosecutor ordered him toplazed in pretrial detention.
Interviews were conducted on 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 hdugust 2015, during which
the prosecutor was able to verify that the accusasl in good physical health and
was free from injury.

e On 19 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest. admised was brought before the
High Court on the same day for a hearing on extentlis detention. He stood by
the confession that he had made during the intes/end the court ruled to extend
the period of detention by 10 days.

« On 25 August 2015, before the end of the legal litegdthe accused was again
brought before the High Court, in the presencéheffollowing lawyers: Khaled al-
Shatti, Mohamed Sarkhuh, Mohamed al-Khribt, Husgddulkarim al-Tabtaba'i,
Fuaz al-Khatib, Ahmed al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar aiMbhamed Deshti. The accused
denied the charges and the court ruled to extenddiention by a further 10 days.

* On 1 September 2015, after concluding the investigathe prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to those chargesaticased did:

(@) Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;
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(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwian) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;

(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmménd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
® Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities;

0] Encourage others to join Hizbullah (a Lebangsditical party
associated with Iran) which — as its members anlly faware — promotes
principles based on the unlawful destruction of fhaitical system and the
devastation of the country’s socioeconomic order;

(k)  Help members of Hizbullah (a Lebanese politipalrty associated
with Iran) to conduct training on the use of exples, weapons and ammunition
with the aim of helping the persons who receivesltthining to carry out unlawful
activities;

0] Procure wireless surveillance equipment withaulicence from the
authorities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof @015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGireided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a g on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

e Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written sudiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the degitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.
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* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentencedafendant to death on the charges
against him and referred the case to the Court pgedls for review within one
month. The court also cleared the accused of thegehspecified in paragraph (a)
above. The court was unable to review the chargaserning the offences referred
to in paragraphs (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (k)they had been committed outside the
country.

Charges against Mohamed Jassim al-M er aj

» The accused was arrested at midday on Thursdagug@st 2015, in Al-Ramithia
district. The police have the power to carry ouests without first obtaining an
order from the investigator, pursuant to articl& 84 (a) and 56 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure; they exercised this power iheorto arrest Mr. al-Meraj in the
light of strong evidence that he had been a memwbeaterrorist cell and on the basis
of confessions provided by the other accused person

» The accused was brought before the public prosethdb evening, at which time he
was examined and showed no signs of torture. Thaesad denied the charges and,
after questioning, the prosecutor ordered him toplazed in pretrial detention.
Interviews were conducted on 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 hdugust 2015, during which
the prosecutor was able to verify that the accusasl in good physical health and
was free from injury.

e On 19 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest. admised was brought before the
High Court on the same day for a hearing on extentlis detention. He denied the
charges and the court ruled to extend the periatetefntion by 10 days.

» On 25 August 2015, before the end of the legal litegdthe accused was again
brought before the High Court, in the presencéheffollowing lawyers: Khaled al-
Shatti, Mohamed Sarkhuh, Mohamed al-Khribt, Husgddulkarim al-Tabtaba'i,
Fuaz al-Khatib, Ahmed al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar aiMbhamed Deshti. The accused
denied the charges and the court ruled to extenddiention by a further 10 days.

* On 1 September 2015, after concluding the investigathe prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to those chargesaticased did:

(@) Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;

(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwian) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;
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(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmménd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
0] Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities;

0] Procure wireless surveillance equipment withaulicence from the
authorities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof 015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGireided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a g on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

e Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written subiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the cdegitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced efendant to imprisonment for a
term of 15 years, effective immediately. The calso cleared the accused of the
charge specified in paragraph (a) above. The sgastunable to review the charges
concerning the offences referred to in paragraphs(f), (g), (h) and (i) as they had
been committed outside the country. Although théricalso exonerated the accused
of the charge set out in paragraph (j), it ordehéd to be placed under police
supervision for five years following imprisonment.

Charges against Jassm Mohamed Ghadanfari

» The accused was arrested on the afternoon of Eridaaugust 2015, in Al-Jabriya
district. An official warrant had been issued bg firosecutor on that same day to
arrest and search Mr. Ghadanfari and to searcdhame.

» The accused was brought before the public proseaitd a.m. on Sunday, 16
August 2015, within the legal deadline, at whiaghdihe was examined and showed
no signs of torture. The accused denied the chaages after questioning, the
prosecutor ordered him to be placed in pretriabalgdn. Interviews were conducted
on 17, 18 and 19 August 2015, during which the grator was able to verify that
the accused was in good physical health and wasrioen injury.

e On 19 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest. admsed was brought before the
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High Court on the same day for a hearing on extentlis detention. He denied the
charges, repeated the claims that he had madegdilméninterviews and requested
legal representation. The court ruled to extencptiméod of detention by 10 days.

» On 25 August 2015, before the end of the legal litegdthe accused was again
brought before the High Court, in the presencéheffollowing lawyers: Khaled al-
Shatti, Mohamed Sarkhuh, Mohamed al-Khribt, Husgddulkarim al-Tabtaba'i,
Fuaz al-Khatib, Ahmed al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar aiMbhamed Deshti. The accused
denied the charges and the court ruled to extenddiention by a further 10 days.

* On 1 September 2015, after concluding the investigathe prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to those chargesaticased did:

(@) Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andiettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;

(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslkamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwran) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;

(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmm#nd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
0] Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof 015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGieeided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a neg on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

e Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
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the oral proceedings and examine the written sudiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the degitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code oin@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced ¢fiendant to life imprisonment,
effective immediately. The court also cleared tbheuaed of the charge specified in
paragraph (a) above. The court was unable to retincharges concerning the
offences referred to in paragraphs (e), (f), (@),and (i) as they had been committed
outside the country.

Charges against Mohamed Hasan al-Husaini

The accused was arrested on the morning of Thurd@apugust 2015, in front of
his home in Abdulla Mubarak district in the lightsirong evidence that he had been
a member of a terrorist cell and on the basis ofessions provided by the other
accused persons. Upon searching the accused, htowab to be in possession of
items sought in relation to the offence for whioh Wwas being arrested, namely,
ammunition for use in an unlicensed firearm.

The accused was brought before the public prosecutd-riday, 14 August 2015,

within the legal deadline, at which time he wasmaixeed and showed no signs of
torture. The accused denied the charges and, gftestioning, the prosecutor
ordered him to be placed in pretrial detentioneiviews were conducted on 15, 16,
17, 18 and 19 August 2015, during which the proseowas able to verify that the

accused was in good physical health and was foae iinjury.

On 19 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial

detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest. admised was brought before the
High Court on the same day for a hearing on extentlis detention. He admitted to
being in possession of a firearm and ammunitiondastied all other charges and
requested legal representation. The court rulegktend the period of detention by
10 days.

On 25 August 2015, before the end of the legal liteadthe accused was again
brought before the High Court, in the presencéheffollowing lawyers: Khaled al-
Shatti, Mohamed Sarkhuh, Mohamed al-Khribt, Husgddulkarim al-Tabtaba'i,
Fuaz al-Khatib, Ahmed al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar aiMbhamed Deshti. The accused
denied the charges — with the exception of the gihanf possession of a firearm
and ammunition — and the court ruled to extenddbigntion by a further 10 days.

On 1 September 2015, after concluding the investigathe prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to those chargesaticased did:

(@) Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andiettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;

(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwian) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
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associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;

(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmm#nd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
0] Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities;

0] Procure wireless surveillance equipment withaulicence from the
authorities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof @015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGireided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a g on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

» Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written subiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the cdegitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced efendant to imprisonment for a
period of 5 years, effective immediately. The cocitared the accused of the
charges specified in the above paragraphs (a)(@h)d), (e) and (f), however.

Charges against Hasan Ali Jamal

» The accused was arrested at dawn on Sunday, 16sARQL5, in Mushrif district in
the light of strong evidence that he had been a lmeerof a terrorist cell and had
concealed the proceeds of a crime in the Al-"Abdadirict, which had been seized
on Saturday, 15 August 2015.

» The accused was brought before the public proseaitalawn on Tuesday, 18
August 2015, within the legal deadline, at whiaghdihe was examined and showed
no signs of torture. The accused denied the chaages after questioning, the
prosecutor ordered him to be placed in pretrialentdn. An interview was
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conducted on 19 August 2015, at which the accusad hrought before the
prosecutor, who was able to verify that the accwgasl in good physical health and
was free from injury.

e On 19 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest. admised was brought before the
High Court on the same day for a hearing on extentlis detention. He admitted to
having participated in the transport and storageveépons but denied all other
charges and requested that he be released. Theraotad to extend the period of
detention by 10 days.

» On 25 August 2015, before the end of the legal litegdthe accused was again
brought before the High Court, in the presencéheffollowing lawyers: Khaled al-
Shatti, Mohamed Sarkhuh, Mohamed al-Khribt, Husgddulkarim al-Tabtaba'i,
Fuaz al-Khatib, Ahmed al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar aiMbhamed Deshti. The accused
denied the charges and the court ruled to extenddiention by a further 10 days.

* On 1 September 2015, after concluding the intersjetlie prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to the charges, thaseased did:

@) Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andeettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;

(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwran) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;

(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmménd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
® Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof 015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.
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» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGieeided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a g on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

» Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written subiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the degitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced efendant to imprisonment for a
period of 5 years, effective immediately. The caaldgo cleared the accused of the
charge specified in the above paragraphs (a)(dh)(d), (e) and (f).

Charges against Hasan Ahmed al-Attar

» The accused was arrested on the evening of Tue$8afugust 2015, in Al-"Agila
district, pursuant to an official warrant, issugdtbe prosecutor on that same day, to
arrest and search Mr. al-Attar and to search hiseho

» The accused was brought before the public proseountthe evening of Wednesday,
19 August 2015, within the legal deadline. He wasompanied by his lawyer,
Mohamed Sarghuh. The accused denied the chargeslantd that he had been
beaten by State security officers. His lawyer retee that he be released from
custody. The prosecutor noted that the accusedntealls on his wrists; when he
asked him about them, the accused confirmed thegt ttad been caused by the
handcuffs and requested a forensic medical exaimmatThe prosecutor did not
note any other physical marks on the accused.

e On 21 August 2015, the prosecutor requested thataMittar undergo a forensic
medical examination, based on which a detailed rtepas to be produced that
specified whether any injuries were present andsoif how and when they had
occurred, what tools had been used, what consegs¢hey had for Mr. al-Attar’s
health and whether they were consistent with thequraphs of Mr. al-Attar.

» The prosecutor ordered the accused to be placgudetnial detention. Interviews
were held on 20, 21 and 22 August 2015, at whiehatcused was brought before
the prosecutor, who was able to verify that he wagod physical health.

e On 22 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest2®August 2015, before the end of
the legal deadline, the accused was brought béfereligh Court, in the presence of
the following lawyers: Khaled al-Shatti, Mohamedri®aih, Mohamed al-Khribt,
Hussein Abdulkarim al-Tabtaba'’i, Fuaz al-Khatib,rmdd al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar
and Mohamed Deshti. The accused denied the chargkthe court ruled to extend
his detention by a further 10 days.

» On 30 September 2015, report No. 365P/2015 of 28usii2015 was produced
concerning the outcome of the forensic medical eémation that the accused had
undergone on 21 August 2015. According to the repgbe accused had friction
burns on his wrists caused by handcuffs and a 25m multicoloured, irregular
bruise on the outer upper third of his upper rigihth. The bruises and burns were
the result of trauma caused by impact with somenforff solid object and were
consistent with the photographs included in thespcator’s note.

10 GE.16-00896



HRC/NONE/2016/19

« On 1 September 2015, after concluding the investigathe prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to those chargesaticased did:

€) Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andiettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;

(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwran) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;

(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmménd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g9)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
® Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof 015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tQieeided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a g on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriai detention.

e Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written subiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the degitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced efendant to imprisonment for a
period of 15 years, effective immediately. The ¢also cleared the accused of the
charge specified in paragraph (a) above. The sgastunable to review the charges
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concerning the offences referred to in paragraphs(f), (g), (h) and (i) as they had
been committed outside the country.

Charges against Abdul Mohsen Jamal al-Shatti

e The accused was arrested on the morning of TuesbtyAugust 2015, at Al-
Nuwaisib border point as he attempted to flee thentry into Khafji, pursuant to a
search and arrest warrant issued by the proseitiztoday.

» The accused was brought before the public proseountthe evening of Wednesday,
19 August 2015, within the legal deadline, at whiothe he was examined and
showed no signs of torture or injury. The accused accompanied by his lawyer,
Mohamed Hamza Sarkhuh. The accused denied theeshargl, after questioning,
the prosecutor ordered him to be placed in pretletiention. Interviews were
conducted on 20, 21 and 22 August 2015, during hwvttie prosecutor was able to
verify that the accused was in good physical heatith was free from injury.

e On 22 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest2®August 2015, before the end of
the legal deadline, the accused was brought béfereligh Court, in the presence of
the following lawyers: Khaled al-Shatti, Mohamedri®aih, Mohamed al-Khribt,
Hussein Abdulkarim al-Tabtaba'’i, Fuaz al-Khatib,mdd al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar
and Mohamed Deshti. The accused denied the chargkthe court ruled to extend
his detention by a further 10 days.

» On 1 September 2015, after concluding the investigathe prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court on chacgesring the period between 1988
and 12 August 2015. According to those chargesaticased did:

(@ Intentionally commit acts intended to undermihe territorial unity
and integrity of Kuwait, namely, that he “acquiredtored and transported
ammunition, weapons and explosive materials” andiettiook training in their use
with the intention of using them for unlawful pugss;

(b)  Seek contact with a foreign country (the IslamRepublic of Iran) and
Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party associatedhwran) for the purpose of
committing hostile acts designed to spread temdrchaos in Kuwait;

(c) Receive from a foreign country (the Islamic Rl of Iran) and
from persons working on its behalf within Hizbull#h Lebanese political party
associated with Iran) funding and assistance tongibracts contrary to the national
interests of Kuwait;

(d)  Join Hizbullah (a Lebanese political party asst@d with Iran), which
— as its members are fully aware — promotes priasigpased on the unlawful
destruction of the political system and the devasta of the country’s
socioeconomic order;

(e)  Conduct training on the use of weapons, amnmménd explosives
in the knowledge that the persons to whom he wasiging such training intended
to use it for unlawful purposes;

)] Procure explosives without first obtaining acehce from the
authorities, with the aim of using the explosivesdmmit an offence;

(g)  Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(h)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
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0] Procure ammunition without a licence from theherities;

0] Procure wireless surveillance equipment withaulicence from the
authorities.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the @ain@ode and Act No. 31 of
1970 amending the Criminal Code, Act No. 35 of 188%xplosives offences, Act
No. 13 of 1991 on weapons and ammunition, Act Nof @015 on regulating all
weapons, ammunition and explosive devices, andNact31 of 2014 on regulating
communications and information technology.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGieeided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a ieg on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

e Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal

Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the

presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written sudiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the cdegitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced efendant to imprisonment for a
period of 15 years, effective immediately. The ¢also cleared the accused of the
charge specified in paragraph (a) above. It wasblen#&o review the charges
concerning the offences referred to in paragraphs(f), (g), (h) and (i) as they had
been committed outside the country. Although théricalso exonerated the accused
of the charge set out in paragraph (j), it ordehéd to be placed under police
supervision for five years following imprisonment.

Charges against Abdulla Hasan al-Husaini

e The accused was arrested at 11.45 p.m. on Satufdayhdugust 2015, in Al-
Ramithia district, pursuant to a search and amestant issued by the prosecutor at
8 p.m. that day.

» The accused was brought before the public prosecutthe evening of Sunday, 16
August 2015, within the legal deadline, at whiaghdihe was examined and showed
no signs of torture or injury. The accused denfexidharges and, after questioning,
the prosecutor ordered him to be placed in pretletiention. Interviews were
conducted on 17, 18 and 19 August 2015, during hwttie prosecutor was able to
verify that the accused was in good physical heatith was free from injury.

e On 19 August 2015, the prosecutor ordered the adctis be placed in pretrial
detention for 10 days as of the date of arrest. admsed was brought before the
High Court on the same day for a hearing on extentlis detention. He denied the
charges, with the exception of possession of tfirearms without a licence. The
court ruled to extend the period of detention byd&@s.

» On 25 August 2015, before the end of the legal litegdthe accused was brought
before the High Court, in the presence of the foihg lawyers: Khaled al-Shatti,
Mohamed Sarkhuh, Mohamed al-Khribt, Hussein Abdutkal-Tabtaba'i, Fuaz al-
Khatib, Ahmed al-Mahmid, "Ali al-"Atar and Moham&xeshti. The accused denied
the charges and the court ruled to extend his tetehy a further 10 days.

13
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* On 1 September 2015, after concluding the intersjetlie prosecutor decided to
refer the accused to the Criminal Court for offencemmitted on 12 August 2015.
According to the charges, the accused did:

(@ Procure automatic weapons, contrary to the itiond of the firearms
licence;

(b)  Procure firearms without a licence from thehauities;
(c)  Procure ammunition without a licence from thharities;

(d)  Knowingly conceal, on behalf of another defamd& the case,
automatic weapons, other firearms and ammunitian tere going to be used to
commit an offence.

» These offences are punishable pursuant to the Qairiiode, Act No. 13 of 1991 on
weapons and ammunition and Act No. 6 of 2015 oruletipg all weapons,
ammunition and explosive devices.

» On 1 September 2015, the President of the High tGieeided to send the case to
the Fourth Division of the Criminal Court for a hieg on 15 September 2015. Until
that date, all the defendants were to be keptetriat detention.

» Beginning on Tuesday, 15 September 2015, the Fdbiifsion of the Criminal
Court held a number of sessions to examine thegeBaagainst the defendants in the
presence of their lawyers, investigate the pledsngted by the defence, listen to
the oral proceedings and examine the written subiaris during closed sessions.
Once the proceedings had been concluded, the degitied, at its session on
Thursday, 10 December 2015, to defer any decisiothe case until the session to
be held on Tuesday, 12 January 2016.

* In line with articles 136 and 176 of the Code ofn@nal Procedure, the High Court
(Fourth Division of the Criminal Court) issued alimg on the case at a public
hearing held on 12 January 2016. It sentenced ¢fendant to pay a fine of 5,000
dinars, effective immediately.

In thelight of the foregoing:

Hasan Abdulhadi Ali Hajih, Jassim Mohamed Sha b&adanfari, Hasan Ahmed
Abdulla al-Attar, Abdul Mohsen Jamal Hussein al{@ilend Abdulla Hasan Abduljalil al-
Husaini were arrested and held in preventive cyspmdsuant to judicial orders issued by
competent authorities acting within their jurisdict, in accordance with the legal
procedures provided for in articles 9, 10, 11, &%ahd (b), 48, 53 (a), 60, 62, 67, 69, 70, 71
and 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

Mohamed Jassim Mahmud al-Meraj, Mohamed Hasan Adddual-Husaini and
Hasan Ali Hasan Jamal were arrested and subsegubrmbught before the public
prosecution under articles 43 (a), 54 and 56 ofdbde of Criminal Procedure, which give
the police the authority to arrest a suspect withaou order from the investigator where
there is strong evidence that the suspect has dbeehan offence punishable by at least 3
years’ imprisonment. In addition, the Supreme Casstied a declaration extending the
definition of “flagrante delicto” to the offencesittv which the other men were accused,
thereby bringing into force the other aforementimegulations, pursuant to which the
court could continue to keep the suspects in pledetention.

As regards the right to the presence of a lawydiclea 120/1 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure and article 27 of Act No. 421864 regulating the legal profession
provide that, in cases involving offences punisbahy} at least 3 years’ imprisonment, the
court must appoint a lawyer for the defence whotnattend proceedings in the criminal
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court. Pursuant to the amendments to the Codeiofitaxl Procedure promulgated in Act
No. 3 of 2012, the accused has the right to haseohiher lawyer present during all
interviews and to request that the interviews Hayael until the lawyer’s arrival. This right
was respected wherever any of the accused expregshda desire.

As regards the allegations of abuse at the hantmnoénforcement officers and of
the failure to allow the injured persons access torensic medical doctor in order to verify
their injuries, it should be noted that, as soomrddence had emerged that Hasan Ahmed
Abdulla al-Attar had sustained injuries, the pragec ordered him to be examined by a
forensic medical doctor in order to confirm theste&nce of any injuries. The findings were
contained in the report produced by the doctor,ctvhivas included alongside all other
documents pertaining to the case. As regards tier suspects, the public prosecutor had
found no evidence that they had sustained injuhiaswould call for forensic examination
in order to determine whether an offence had beematted. Such considerations had no
impact, therefore, on the prosecutor's assessmdiit n@gard to the justifications for
prosecution and the information gleaned during tiolieg. Such decisions are not open to
review — except through the channels provided fothe law — in line with the role of
the public prosecutor as an impartial and trustiyorindependent judicial authority
pursuant to the Constitution and the law.

This shows that all necessary procedures and safeguards were followed to ensure a
fair, impartial and objective trial for all of the accused, as a result of which rulings would
be issued concerning the culpability or innocence of the accused with regard to each
offence specified in the court referral order issued by the public prosecution service.

The rulings issued by the court to which the accused were referred are considered to
be initial rulings issued by a court of first instance and are subject to appeal. Under the
Kuwaiti judicial system, cases progress through various stages; after examination by the
court of first instance, a case may be referred to a court of second instance (the court of
appeal) in order to review the ruling issued by the court of first instance. In turn, an appeal
may be filed before the Supreme Court, the highest level of the judicial system, against the
ruling issued by the court of second instance. This multilayered structure acts as an
important safeguard within the judicial system, ensuring that each case is subject to
multiple reviews and, accordingly, that justiceis served for all partiesto the conflict.

Second: With regard to the request by the rapporteurs to provide information
relative to the measures taken to ensure the physical and psychological integrity of the
above-named individuals, including their access to adequate medical treatment and
services and their right to perform prayers in accordance with their religion or belief:

The public prosecution received no complaints qrorts regarding the failure to
provide the necessary medical treatment to theirseta or to allow them to perform
religious rites. The police and the prison autlhesithave an obligation to uphold general
principles and regulations regarding neutralitypaify and non-discrimination on the
grounds of sex, religion, language, creed or palitaffiliation and to provide all necessary
medical treatment, in accordance with the provisiohthe Code of Criminal Procedure, as
regards detention centres, and with Prisons Act 2600f 1962, as regards prisons. The
public prosecution service also carries out regitapections of all prisons and penal
facilities, in accordance with article 56 of theg@nization of the Judiciary Act.

In an effort to ensure that adequate health capeogided in detention centres, the
Government has made the Ministry of Health — rathan the Ministry of the Interior —
responsible for providing health care to prison&tis move was welcomed by a number
of human rights organizations that have visitedsgmé in Kuwait, in particular the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the Rezb€&nt Society, the humanitarian and
human rights committees of the National Assemblg &arious human rights envoys.
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Kuwait also places importance on providing a braadge of health-care services,
including nutrition, cleanliness, water, sanitatiamd accommodation, in addition to
physical and mental health care.

The right of all accused persons to perform prayeexcordance with their religion
is guaranteed under the provisions of the Conatiiuthat protect religious freedom, in
particular article 35, which guarantees freedombefief and the freedom to perform
religious rites in accordance with religious cussom

This right also applies to members of non-Islarel@ions. The fact that Kuwait has
adopted an official State religion has no impacttenfreedom of religious belief or on the
freedom of persons of other religions to perforeirtheligious rites.

These measures comply with the provisions of theliegble international
instruments, in particular articles 9, 10 and 14haf International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, articles 12 and 13 of the Coni@mtagainst Torture and Other Cruel,

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, hadJniversal Declaration of Human
Rights.

Third: With regard to the request for clarification of the measures taken to ensure
that investigations are conducted regarding the allegations of torture, ill-treatment and
confession extracted under torture and that the officers responsible are punished, and for
information on the steps taken to prevent similar violations from occurring in the future:

In line with its international commitments, Kuwaditas taken steps to include
provisions in its national legislation that crimiiza torture and other cruel, inhuman,
degrading or undignified treatment and providedppropriate punishments in line with the
relevant international treaties. According to aeti63 of Act No. 31 of 1970, amending
certain provisions of the Criminal Code:

“Any public official or employee that has persomalbr through another,
tortures a defendant, witness or expert in ordasiti@in a confession, testimony or
information about an offence shall be sentencenfirisonment for up to 5 years
and/or a fine of up to 500 dinars. If the act atuce leads to or is accompanied by
acts that attract a more severe penalty in the thw,person concerned shall be
sentenced to the penalty for such acts. If thaitertesults in death, then the person
concerned shall receive the penalty for premeditatarder.”

Article 56 of the same law provides that “any pahdifficial or employee, or any
person charged with providing a public service, vabases his or her position to use force
against a person with the aim of causing him or dishonour or bodily harm shall be
sentenced to imprisonment for up to 3 years arafore of up to 225 dinars”.

In addition, the Criminal Code also criminalizes thct of threatening another
person. Article 173 provides that “any person whmeatens another person with harm,
whether it be to his or her person, reputationroperty or to that of a close acquaintance,
and whether the threat is delivered in writing,llgrar in any way that strikes the fear of
such harm into the victim, whether by carrying antact or abstaining from an act, shall be
sentenced to imprisonment for up to 2 years arafore of up to 150 dinars”.

“Where the victim is threatened with death, theeoffer shall be sentenced to
imprisonment for up to 3 years and/or a fine otaw@25 dinars.”

Furthermore, homicide and battery in all forms etieninalized under articles 149-
164 of the Criminal Code.

If we examine judicial proceedings in Kuwait we Miind that, in many cases
involving offences of this kind, the offence isated as one of the most severe violations of
human and civil rights and of the right to life. élleourts understand that such offences

GE.16-00896



HRC/NONE/2016/19

GE.16-00896

have an impact on the victim’'s safety, security amdl-being and directly contravene all
human, civil and religious values and the valudsrisic to all moral persons.

Kuwait has an obligation, under its Constitutids,penal and procedural legislation
and all the international treaties to which it haseded, to investigate all reported incidents
of abuse committed by a law enforcement officeamy other person against a suspect or
any other person, and to ensure that all interrogatare conducted swiftly and impartially
on the basis of credible evidence that the persoguestion has committed a legally
punishable act of torture or other infringemente Biate also has an obligation to make use
of all powers granted to it by the law when hangllsuch cases. The public prosecution
service is also striving to ensure that victims andused persons alike are able to exercise
their legally protected right to make statementd mmount a defence, in accordance with
legally recognized international standards.

The Government is making efforts to raise awareness among law enforcement
officers and prison staff in the following ways.

 Circulating administrative information to all seityr sectors with the aim of
regulating their activities and providing guidartoeofficers and individuals about
the potential pitfalls of their work, in addition tnformation on methods to prevent
acts of violence against detainees and the pesaljplicable to such acts. The
information also contains a warning that all offersl will be held legally
accountable and will be referred to the militaryite and the relevant investigatory
agencies if evidence is found that they have cotachié penal offence;

 Holding training courses for officers on the righik detainees and on the legal
procedures that must be taken if evidence emerfigmtential ill-treatment or
torture;

» Holding workshops within the forensic medicine depent on how to handle
torture cases. The Ministry of the Interior is aksen to educate and train officers
and members of the police under its authority altiuistissue, given that they have a
role to play in enforcing the law. To that endijsitholding training courses on all
aspects of security within the Ministry, in additicto training programmes
conducted through specialized training centresiwidach division of the security
sector. The Ministry’s annual general training plaiso includes a number of
training courses on human rights, which are coratlicin cooperation with
international human rights organizations. The sttbjeovered include:

e Human rights in general

* International protection for human rights

* International humanitarian law

» The principles of criminal investigation

» The role of security personnel in handling casedaalénce against the public
 Criminal procedure in cases of violence againdtioénm

» The role of security personnel in preventing hurmafficking
» The principles of international humanitarian law
 Strengthening legal culture within the police

 Legal culture among employees at police stations

» Workplace ethics

» How to deal with the public
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A specialized training centre has been establi$tiedorrective and penal facilities,
at which seasonal courses are conducted, conferehedd and educational
programmes carried out to raise awareness abouarmuights among officers and
civil servants who deal with inmates and detairetesuch facilities. The following
topics have been covered:

» The Prisons Regulation Act — human rights

e Security searches (searching individuals; searchisdicles; searching
property)

* Classifying inmates — how to deal with inmates
» Transporting and securing inmates
» Deportation and arrest procedures

* Visits to European prisons have been conducteddamime the systems used and to
assess the feasibility of introducing a practigatematic approach into the Ministry
of the Interior to ensure the effectiveness of duaiming courses, for example:

» Assessing training courses and workshops both glamad after the session

e Following up on course graduates and monitoringir th@ofessional
development in the area of human rights

» Overseeing any situations involving course graduate

 Continuing to develop the courses in line with ravelopments in the field
of human rights
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1201 Geneva M 45/2016

----------------- Geneva, 21 January 2016

The Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Office in
Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, namely to His Excellencies:

1- Mr. José Guevara, First Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention;

2- Mr. Heiner Bielefeldt, Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief;

3- Dainius Puras, Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental
health;

4- Mrs. Ménica Pinto, Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and

lawyers;

5- Mr. Juan E. Méndes, Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment;
and has the honor to refer to their Joint Urgent Appeal from Special Procedures ref.
UA KWT 6/2015 dated 3 December 2015, requesting information about a number of
legal cases that are being examined by the judicxal authorities in the State of Kuwait.
" regardmg elght Kuwaiti nationals whose names have been cited in the mentioned
appeal.

Following the note verbale of the Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to
the United Nations Office in Geneva M 591/2016 dated 17 December 2015 which
included the reply of the State of Kuwait to the mentioned Joint Urgent Appeal from
Special Procedures ref. UA/KWT 6/2015 dated 3 December 2015, and on the basis of
our continued transparency policy, we have the honor to provide you herewith, in
accordance with paragraph (30) of our aforementioned reply, with additiona! detailed
information that should address all comments and ingquiries contained in the aforesaid
Joint Urgent Appeal.

In this regard, and pursuant to article (8), par. (d) of the Code of Conduct, we
would like to further stress on the importance of including the present note, with its
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attached reply (28 pages), alongside with our previous note verbale ref. M 591/2015
dated 17 December 2015, in the report you will submit to the Human Rights Council
for its consideration.

The Permanent Mission of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Office in
Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurances of its highest consideration.

).G./n.o.
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