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 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office and 
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to supply the 
following information in response to the joint enquiry of 11 July 2012 of the Special 
Rapporteurs of the United Nations Human Rights Council on the promotion and protection 
of the right of freedom of opinion and expression, on the rights to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association and on the situation of human rights defenders regarding a 
Russian draft law to amend legislative acts regulating the activity of non-commercial 
organizations. 

 It is perplexing that the above-mentioned special procedures have published a press 
release with their own conclusions regarding this issue without waiting for an official 
Russian answer. In fact, the publication of such appraisals based on unverified information 
makes the enquiry utterly meaningless. 

 The Russian Federation proceeds on the assumption that the amendment of 
legislation is a sovereign prerogative of the legislature and attempts at external interference 
in this process are inadmissible. Such behaviour sets a precedent, when the special 
procedures overstep their mandates and ignore the appropriate code of conduct. 

 We draw the attention of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights to the fact that the draft law adopted by the State Duma of the Federal 
Assembly of the Russian Federation does not prohibit or limit the receipt by non-
commercial organizations of foreign funding. No “punishment” for this is being 
contemplated. The new developments concern only those non-commercial organizations 
which engage in political activity funded by foreign sponsors and they are merely designed 
to increase transparency and inform society better about data concerning expenditure of the 
means which have been received. 

 Furthermore the Russian draft law was based on the provisions of similar American 
legislation. Moreover, in essence the Russian variant of regulation is milder in scope than 
the legislative provisions adopted in the United States of America. 

 The Permanent Mission requests the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights to publish the above comments on its website. 

 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation takes this opportunity to convey 
to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights the renewed 
assurances of its highest consideration. 

Reference: OL G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly and Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-
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