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  (Translated from Chinese) 

 Receipt is hereby acknowledged of joint communication No. UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 
214 (67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (53-24) CHN 
10/2012 from the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the 
United Nations Human Rights Council Special Rapporteurs on the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression, on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, 
on the situation of human rights defenders and on the question of torture, relating to a case 
involving a demonstration by young students in Tibet. The Chinese Government has looked 
carefully into the matter referred to in the text and wishes to make the following reply. 

 On 26 November 2012 a number of students from a vocational and technical school 
in Hainan Prefecture, Qinghai Province, held a demonstration to express dissatisfaction 
with the management of their school, without requesting or obtaining permission from the 
relevant authorities as required by law, organizing over 200 students in an illegal street 
demonstration. The relevant local government departments and the school authorities 
patiently and painstakingly made efforts to convince the students to stop their action, but 
some of the students refused to comply with an order to disperse and threw stones at the 
police who were on the scene to maintain order. A few of the students crowded and tugged 
at each other, resulting in minor injuries. The local authorities showed the utmost restraint. 
Afterwards, the students were persuaded to return to the campus. Those who had been 
injured were promptly taken to hospital for treatment, and have since been discharged after 
their recovery. The reports of a so-called official booklet mocking the Tibetan language, or 
excessive use of force by the local police, or the firing of warning shots and cuts on 
students’ heads and bodies, are purely groundless fabrications. 

 The Chinese Constitution guarantees citizens the freedom of speech, of publication, 
of assembly, of association, of procession and of demonstration. However, when exercising 
their freedom of assembly, of association, of procession and of demonstration, citizens must 
not harm the interests of the State, society or the community or the legitimate freedoms and 
rights of other citizens. Certain students failed to apply for and obtain authorization from 
the relevant authorities in accordance with the Law on Assembly, Processions and 
Demonstrations of the People’s Republic of China and then organized, led and convened an 
illegal procession and demonstration, moreover refusing to comply with an order to 
disperse, thus seriously undermining public order. Their conduct was a violation of article 
296 of the Criminal Law of the People’s Republic of China, and, as they were suspected of 
involvement in the organization of an illegal procession and demonstration, on 27 
December 2012 the People’s Procuratorate of Gonghe County in Qinghai Province 
authorized their arrest, in accordance with the law. As they had violated the relevant 
provisions of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Public Security Administration 
Punishments, they each received sentences of administrative detention as a public security 
punishment. Consideration of this case is currently under way and is progressing. 

 The Chinese Government respectfully requests that the foregoing be reproduced in 
its entirety in the relevant documents of the United Nations. 

    
 








