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Reply of the Egyptian Government 

 

1. A number of complaints have been made against the defendant Albert Saber Ayyad – aged 27 
years – for defaming the prophets on a social networking site. Questioned about the content of 
these complaints, he complained that his personal page on the social networking site had been 
hacked into and that an unknown person had downloaded these insults to his page. 

2. The content of the downloaded recording – which was submitted to the public prosecutor – turned 
out to consist of a video clip made by the accused called “Who is the spokesman of God”, 
containing the following: 

- The accused speaking in the name of Almighty God, stating that all people speak in the 
name of religion and that the age of the prophets has passed. 

- In the clip he accuses Almighty God of being unable to protect his property and holy 
things, citing as examples the fact that the Torah has not been compiled, that the Gospels 
were compiled after 400 years and that the Kaaba has been destroyed five times. 

- His contempt for a number of religious things sacred to both Islam and Christianity, such 
as circling the Kaaba, fasting in the month of Ramadan and the application of legal 
punishments in the Islamic religion, and the veneration of the cross and the Lord in 
Christianity. 

3. During the interrogation of the suspect Albert Saber, he claimed to have nothing to do with the 
charges brought against him, explaining that he did not hold religions in contempt, that his studies 
at the Faculty of Arts of Cairo University in the philosophy department had given him the 
opportunity to study comparative religion, Islamic philosophy and Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh), 
and that he used his Facebook page to compare religions and the rights of women in different 
religions (Islam, Christianity and Judaism), indicating the following: 

- He was sceptical about the story of Mohammed’s midnight journey to the seven heavens 
because of its similarity to the story of the Zoroastrian gods. 

-  He was sceptical about the Gospels regarding the birth of Christ (peace be upon Him), 
which was similar to 28 legends before the advent of Christ. 

- He had published video clips defaming the prophets with the aim of comparing religions. 

4. When the accused was confronted with the above-mentioned video clip, he acknowledged that the 
voice and image tag was his and that he had filmed the scene almost two months previously 
because of frequent religious differences, and in reply to – from his point of view – misguided 
religious authorities and priests, adding that he did not belong to any religion. 

5. The Egyptian authorities also questioned the people who had lodged complaints against the 
accused. The information they gave was as follows: 
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- The defendant Albert Saber posted a video defaming the Prophet (peace be upon him) on 
his personal page, and it was downloaded to a page called “Egyptian Atheists”. They 
stated that it was the accused who had set up that page, and indicated all the clips and 
images posted on his personal page; most of them said that the accused intended to stir up 
trouble between Moslems and Christians, and that it would not have taken much for him 
to create trouble in the environs of his home shortly before his arrest. 

6. The defendant Albert Saber claims that he was assaulted when in detention at the police station at 
the instigation of one of the police officers referring to him as “insulting religion”. The public 
prosecutor conducted an investigation and these claims are untrue. 

7. The public prosecutor has referred the defendant Albert Saber to the criminal court in the light of 
articles 98161/1 ,160/1 ,102 ,و and 171/3/4/5/ of the Criminal Code on the charges of contempt of 
the Islamic religion and contempt of the Christian religion. 

It follows clearly from the above that the accused has been referred to the criminal court for contempt of 
the Islamic religion and the Christian religion and defaming their prophets (and not for posting a film 
defaming the Prophet or because of freedom of expression or of belief). This is an offence under the 
provisions of the Egyptian Criminal Code and in accordance with the provision contained in article 18, 
paragraph 3, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which provides that freedom is 
subject to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, health or 
morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. 








