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In regard to the Urgent Appeal letter dated July 11 2012 of the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, 
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights defenders; Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers; Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary of arbitrary executions [UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214  (67-17) Assembly and 
Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) G/SO 214 (33-27) G/SO 214 (53-24) CHN 6/2012], the 
Chinese government hereby gives the following reply after a careful investigation into the circumstances of the letter 
was carried out: 

1. Li WangYang has committed suicide by hanging 

Li WangYang, male, born November 12, 1950 , of Han ethnicity, from New Huashi village, Daxiang 
District Shoayang city, Hunan Province. 

Between 1996 and 1988, Li Wangyang has worked as a worker in Shaoyang city’s various ceramic, glass, 
cement factories and subsidiary workshops. Li has never been married. On October 25 1989, Li was 
arrested under charges of ‘counter-revolutionary propaganda and incitement’ and sentenced to 13 years of 
imprisonment. On September 11 2001, Li was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment for ‘inciting 
subversion of State power’, and was released in May 2011. On June 6 2012 at 6:00, Li Wangyang was 
found dead in his hospital room at the Daxiang District People’s Hospital, where he was receiving medical 
treatment. Immediately after the event, Shaoyang Cityand Daxiang District’s public security authorities as 
well as other relevant parties have, according to the law, carried out on site and post event investigations. 
The authorities have also requested third party post mortem examination by the independent Forensic 
Identification Center at the Guang Zhou Zhongshan University. In the afternoon of June 8, four forensics 
experts at the Forensic Identification Center arrived at the Shenglong morgue and carried out an autopsy on 
Li Wangyang’s body. A number of Shaoyan g City deputies, party members and journalists were witness to 
the entire process of the autopsy, and took video records. On June 19, the Zhongshan University Forensic 
Identification Center released the ‘Forensic Report’, which concludes that Li Wangyang died of suicide by 
hanging. On June 21, the a team of experts from the Chinese Forensic Association arrived at Shaoyang and 
conducted an review of Li Wangyang’s cause of death, and subsequently released a ‘Forensic Expert 
Opinion Report’, concluding that ‘ Li Wangyang’s death was caused by self-inflicted hanging’. For further 
verification, the Hunan police authority has proceeded in further examination. This included review of 
detection, wound examination, audio and electronic evidence by a joint investigation team of various 
experts including forensic doctors, legal and investigation experts, as well as the Criminal Law, and 
Evidence Act experts from the China Law Society. As part of the team were also provincial level 
government officials and members of the party (including Hong Kong representatives). The joint 
investigation team came to Shaoyang and carried out thorough reviews of reports from the scene of death, 
as well as post-mortem examinations, evidence and testimonies. The experts have also reviewed the 
legitimacy, truthfulness, and completeness of the entire investigative procedure that has been carried out in 
the days following Li Wangyang’s dead, according to the law and following appropriate legal procedures. 
The team has also conducted interviews of relevant personnel.  Based on reviews and verification of the 
evidence and investigation procedures, the joint investigation team has concluded that in line with the 
conclusion of the Zhongshan University Forensic Identification Center, Li Wangyang committed suicide by 
hanging himself.  
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2. Li Wangyang’s death was handled appropriately, according to rule of law 

On June 6, at 6:29, a report was received by the Daxiang branch of the Shaoyang city police authority. At 
7:23,  Daxiang chief of police arrived at the hospital, accompanied by numerous police officers, and 
immediately  started on-site procedures. According to the ‘Public Security’s Procedure Rulebook for 
Criminal Cases’, Li’s relatives Li Wangling and her husband Zhao Baozhu were present at the scene during 
the entire process. At 8:45, personnel from the morgue took the body away. In the morning of June 8, the 
Daxiang branch of Shaoyang Policy department decided to proceed with an autopsy of Li Wangyang’s 
body. A ‘Notice of Autopsy’ was sent to Li Wangling, requesting her to be present at requested time. Li 
Wangling was also notified that her absence without a justifiable reason will by no means affect the go-
ahead of the autopsy.  

In the afternoon of June 8, after approval by the couple, Li Wangling and Zhao Baozhu, the Forensic 
Identification Center at Zhongshan University completed the examinations, and extracted the necessary 
samples. Based on recommendations from the Zhongshan University Forensic Identification Center, the 
Daxian police department decided that there was no need to further conserve Li Wangxiang’s body. The 
‘Public Security Authority Crime Scene Investigation Rules’ article 84 stipulates that when there is no 
necessity to conserve the body, the body shall be immediately handed over to the death’s relatives after 
approval from authorities higher than the that of the District level. Daxiang police department has thus 
notified the Li Wangling to take care of Li Wangyang’s body. On June 9 at 9:00, Li Wangling and Zhao 
Baozhu submitted the cremation request to the Shaoyang City crematorium and Li Wangling filled in the 
cremation registration form. At 9:38, Li Wangyang’s body was cremated, in the presence of Li Wangling 
and Zhao Baozhu. 

3. Li Wangling and husband and Shaoyang City Daxiang district hospital signed the ‘People’s Mediation 
Agreement’. 

Li Wangling has alleged that the inappropriate medical care provided by the hospital is related to Li 
Wangyang’s death, and thus demanded compensation. In the morning of June 9, North Shaoyang’s ‘Street 
People’s Mediation Committee’ has promptly started the mediation process, and organized mediation 
sessions regarding compensation. At the mediation session, the Daxiang district Hospital admitted that 
there has been neglect on the part of the nurse on call that night to not have discovered Li’s death in time 
and provided the appropriate care. The Hospital agreed on paying the compensation. A ‘People’s Mediation 
Agreement’ was signed by both parties as an agreement was reached between Li Wangling, Zhao Baozhu 
and the Daxiang District Hospital.  

4. Li Wangyang has not received inhuman treatment during his incarceration 

Li was suffering from multiple serious illnesses prior to his arrest and incarceration. During his term, the 
prison management ensured he was treated humanely, and organized multiple visits to the hospital, for him 
to receive medical treatment and provided personal care. In May 1980, Li Wangyang was diagnosed with 
Hepatitis. In June 1989, he was diagnosed with hyperthyroidism. On November 16, health check-up  
conducted on Li’s first term in prison showed that his left eye’s vision was only 0.1 and his pulse was 124 
pulse/min. Longxi Prison has accordingly arranged for Li to receive treatment at the prison hospital. Li was 
also granted medical parole from July 1996 until March 1997. In September 2001, on Li’s second 
incarceration, his medical examination showed that both his eyes were protruding, suffered from severe 
myopia, and could barely distinguish human contours under bright light. Furthermore, he could only walk 
either by following a wall or guided by a person. His right lost its hearing entirely on his right ear, whereas 
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he could only hear loud sounds from his left ear. His thyroids were swollen. Hunan province Chishan  
Prison has arranged for Li to receive medical treatment and personal care from the prison hospital, and has 
several times organized visits to the Yiyang municipality Zhongshan Hospital for consultation. The hospital 
diagnosed hyperthyroidism, thyroid heart disease, secondary blindness in both eyes and deafness. After 
various treatments, his situation has shown slight improvement.  

5. Li Wangyang’s relatives enjoy freedom of movement and have not been arrested or incarcerated 

After the Li Wangyang incident, Li’s relatives issued a written statement to the public stating: ‘ Li 
Wangyang’s funerals have been carried out. We do not wish to interact with the outside world. We do not 
wish to be disturbed and give any interviews. All we would like is to overcome our grief and lead a 
peaceful and normal life.’ They have also by their own will changed their mobile phone numbers. 

 

The Chinese Government respectfully requests that the full text from the above be recorded in the relevant 
UN documents. 












