(Translated from Arabic)

Reply to thejoint urgent appeal dated 29 June 2012 from the Chair-Rapporteur of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders and the Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment concerning allegations received by them of repeated restrictions on the
holding of peaceful demonstrations and the excessive use of force by law enforcement
officers during peaceful assemblies

Within the framework of the constructive cooperatibetween the Kingdom of
Bahrain and the special procedures of the HumahtRiGouncil, the joint urgent appeal
was presented to the Kingdom’s competent authseritighich have responded to the
allegations set out in the appeal as part of thedeavour to respect and promote human
rights. Indeed, the concerned authorities are keethe facts to be clarified and were thus
quick to express their readiness to reply to thetjorgent appeal. Accordingly, and in a
spirit of transparency, they communicate the infation below to the Special Rapporteurs
whose signatures appear on the joint urgent apmetdr discussion.

We wish to affirm at the outset that Bahrain isgaged in assuming its
responsibilities, carrying out its mission of emfog law and public order, looking after the
supreme interest of citizens, strengthening pusdicurity, anchoring the foundations of
stability, spreading confidence, protecting hummdnd the public and private interests of
citizens and residents, and safeguarding naticsmakgand achievements. In that context, it
emphasizes that the protection of all rights arédoms, above all freedom of opinion and
expression and freedom of assembly, is a fundarneotetitutional duty and a priority in
the work of the security apparatuses.

We also wish to state that the allegation thatthorities in Bahrain restrict public
freedoms and impose undue restrictions on the fighpeaceful assembly is false and
intended only to paint a deliberately negative atistorted picture of the progress,
prosperity and secure environment enjoyed by Bahran environment in which all
freedoms and the rights of expression and asseanglyguaranteed in accordance with
basic human rights principles.

The above-mentioned joint urgent appeal containmumber of false allegations
concerning exercise of the right to peaceful as$emntd the use of excessive force against
demonstrators. Following below is our reply to thaiegations.

1 The allegation that the authorities in Bahrain restrict the right to peaceful
assembly

We first of all assert that this allegation isstaland devoid of all truth and that many
of the incidents referred to in the appeal are speeific and implausible. Whoever
reported these incidents to the Special Rapportieliserately presented them in a manner
designed to serve his purpose, which is to portin@yauthorities in Bahrain as restricting
the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly andpafion and expression. On this basis, we
wish to provide a fully objective and detailed assbof the incidents mentioned in the
appeal and of facts that the Special Rapporteotg’ce omitted to state.

Contrary to the allegation that the State imposssrictions on the freedom of
peaceful assembly, we would point out that the BiahMinistry of the Interior gave its
authorization for political associations, most fbyaAl-Wefaq National Islamic Society, to
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stage the following six events during June 2012¢camdition that security and public order
were maintained and that property was safeguarded:

» A procession entitled “Decisions and sovereignist ngith the people”, on 1 June
2012

» A procession entitled “The people have chosen deswgt, on 8 June 2012

A rally under the banner “The nation is for allh @1 June 2012

A procession entitled “Freedom is my right”, onZ#e 2012

A rally under the banner of “The International Day Support of Victims of
Torture”, on 27 June 2012

A rally entitled “The martyrs are in our heartsty 29 June 2012

The dates of these events (which went ahead)aieenbly close to those of events
for which the opposition provided notification amchich were banned. It is therefore
untrue to claim that freedom of political assemislyestricted, the evidence being that the
above-mentioned events were permitted to take pllase together.

The provider of information to the Special Rappars clearly omitted to report
many events that were authorized and to mentiorstage of the infringements, security
violations and damage to the public interest tlatuored during those events, within the
sight of the organizers, who made no attempt wieatsoto prevent these abuses.

We therefore wish to describe a few of the violasi and infringements that
occurred during those events staged by a numbepldfcal associations in June, as not
only did the opposition associations taking paril fa comply with the laws and
regulations; they also regarded those authorizeszhtevas justification and means for
fomenting disorder, breaching security, disrupttagm and endangering lives and property
in that some of these processions were punctuayedcts of rioting, vandalism and
mayhem and attacks on security personnel. Furtherntbe event organizers failed to
censure or put a stop to these acts but simphddtgand watched, meaning at best that the
situation was beyond their control, notwithstandihgt they had undertaken to ensure
respect for law and public order before these evemre authorized, pursuant to article 6
of the Public Meetings, Processions and Assemi#lets(Decree-Law No. 18 of 1973).
Such abuses are not permitted under any of the st@rlaws governing assemblies and
processions. The acts concerned included the folpwMolotov cocktails thrown by
masked individuals were targeted at security pemslprbusy main and secondary roads
were blocked; stones, pieces of rubbish and méfakcts were thrown at the family homes
of security officers; checkpoints were operatedsenondary roads in order to intimidate
people; and bottles filled with coloured paint atltemical substances were thrown at
security patrols to prevent them from dischargimgjrtfunctions.

All of these violations and infringements are dmemted and it is also worth
mentioning that roughly 90 processions and assesbdi which the governing legal rules
and conditions apply have taken place in Bahrainesthe start of the present year. Some,
however, persist in going too far by constantlyamiging processions and assemblies in
key areas of Bahrain in order to disrupt the liedscitizens and residents, deliberately
selecting unsuitable locations, such as streetslstidcts vital to commerce and the service
industries, disregarding others, inconvenienciranttand preventing them from exercising
their rights, including the rights to movement, wand tranquillity, in addition to causing
damage to the national economy. These serve asdgoun any country for banning
processions in accordance with the law.

We would also point out that the majority of thegecessions frequently breach
security and public order and depart from theirda®t aims owing to the acts of violence
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and vandalism committed by numerous participants their targeting of the police, for
which they are dealt with in accordance with thgalerules and procedures. As already
indicated, acts of lawlessness such as these esmapmire from the organizers and
proponents of those processions and assembligsathshey are often purposely justified
and their perpetrators defended, which is a bred¢he duties imposed on the organizers
by law.

Banning orders are nonetheless based on objegivands relating to each
individual event, irrespective of earlier infringents.

2. Legal groundsfor denying authorization to hold assemblieson 13, 15, 16 and
22 June 2012

Before reviewing the facts and grounds relatinght® bans placed on the above-
mentioned assemblies, it should be recalled thatdia, as an independent and sovereign
State Member of the United Nations, is committedhi® implementation of all laws. It is
consequently the law that determines the legal itiond and the circumstances and
grounds for refusing or banning any processionssembly when to hold it would directly
threaten security and order and inconvenienceeciizThis political and legal reasoning is
applied in all States brought together under thepmes of the United Nations and these
grounds are provided for in all other comparablesla

The Public Meetings, Processions and Assembli¢g¢@ecree-Law No. 18 of 1973,
as amended by Act No. 32 of 2006) governs the &seraf the right of assembly and
establishes the legal rules and conditions foreiercise, the first of which is that the
organizers of any assembly must provide the Hedlbfic Security with written notice of
any assembly, pursuant to article 2 of Act No. 82@06. The notice must also state the
time, place and subject-matter of the meeting ahdther it is intended to be a talk or a
general discussion. The purpose of the notice isntble coordination with the security
authorities in the interest of ensuring the safatyparticipants in such assemblies. The
conditions also specify the times and the placesralpublic meetings are not permitted,
such as near hospitals, airports, shopping matissenurity-sensitive locations.

The competent authorities at the Ministry of thatefior thus examined the
applications for the aforementioned assemblies eajdcted them on legal grounds
consistent with international norms, as follows:

¢ 13 June 2012

The procession entitled “Stop the bloodshed”, nized by Al-Wefaq National
Islamic Society to take place on 13 June 2012, figmm. to 6 p.m. in the capital Manama,
starting in front of Bab al-Bahrain and endinghat Ra’'s Rumman mosque, was banned on
a number of grounds, some of them formal and othebstantive. In terms of form, the
application did not satisfy the above-mentionedle@gnditions, as the notice failed to state
the purpose of the procession. As to the substdheglanned route of the procession was
unsuitable as it was in the heart of the capithictvis a key commercial area also close to
the diplomatic quarter. Had it been authorizedwituld have caused traffic jams and
inconvenienced road users because there are moadite roads or possible detours. The
ban was also a preventive measure designed toeetimirthe procession was not exploited
in order to attack commercial premises and sethlghicles belonging to citizens or
residents.

The organizer (Al-Wefaq National Islamic Societyas informed of the banning
order but paid no attention to it; the processi@s wrganized, in contravention of the law,
on Manama’s Imam Hussein Street and youngsters weited and driven to foment
chaos, intimidate people and clash with securitgds. Approximately 35 men and women
marched along Sheikh Abdullah Street in the Manamak, in contravention of the law,
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and scattered when they saw police. The event wasindented and officially logged
(report No. 1568/2012).

e 15June 2012

A speech rally entitled “Restore our stolen rightkie to take place in Manama on
15 June 2012, was banned on several grounds.nms teff form, Al-Wefaqg National Islamic
Society delivered the notice of the rally by fadé#mThe signatories were not present,
which is contrary to the legal rules stating thegamizers must deliver notices in person
because it is impossible to verify the informatmmntained in a facsimile or the identity of
the signatories, or indeed whether the notice imeoted with the association concerned.
The submitted application also contravened the desfrarticle 5 of Decree-Law No. 32 of
2006, as it specified 3 p.m. to midnight as theetwhthe rally, which does not comply with
the legally prescribed time limits. In terms of stamce, the rally was set to take place (for
an eight-hour period, as stated in the notificgtiarthe midst of the capital, which is full of
markets and shoppers, and could have caused anheightraffic crisis. The priority was
therefore to preserve public order and calm by dingi any possibility of the rally being
exploited for subversive activities in the hearth#d capital.

Despite the decision to ban this rally and notstéinding the notification of the
decision through the legal channels and the arrapgts made by the security forces to
prevent any unlawful assembly, a group of individusere seen setting up a large number
of chairs and a stage on the site, i.e., in theb&aad area, on the afternoon of the said day
in preparation for an assembly (which had alreaggnibanned). They were warned that the
assembly contravened the law and the municipality ¢ompetent authority) was informed
of the incident. When the group saw officers frolne tmunicipality approaching, they
removed everything and that was the end of theamatbntrary to the allegation made in
the appeal that security personnel had threatenddstroy the stage and chairs if they were
not removed.

That evening, a group of persons gathered indheesglace and were approached by
security patrols, who issued several warnings amek ghem time to disperse. Some of
them did so, whereas others failed to react anck wiealt with after they had attacked
members of the police by pelting them with ston&sother group emerged from an
alleyway to stir up chaos and were dealt with icoadance with the legal rules. The
incident was documented and officially logged (mepeo. 1153/2012).

¢ 16 June 2012

A ban was put in place on the same grounds, asppécation did not meet the
formal or substantive requirements; it was receiligdacsimile, without the individuals
being present, and also provided an incorrect dwtmely Thursday, 16 June 2012. The
Thursday, however, fell on 14 June 2012.

e 22 June 2012

A procession organized by Al-Wefaq National Islariociety for 4 p.m. to 6.45
p.m. was banned. In short, the justifications fog ban were that the notice submitted by
the Society did not satisfy the information andalegequirements under Decree-Law No.
32 of 2006. The notice was therefore deemed nallvenid, in accordance with article 3 of
the Decree-Law. The intended route of the processias also unsuitable and liable to
cause breaches of security, block traffic in theaaaind on the streets along the procession
route, and inconvenience road users. Nonetheldbsugh the organization submitting the
notice was told to change the procession routentoa¥ the other routes proposed in line
with the law, it refused to do so. Al-Wefaq Natibfsgamic Society had, in fact, previously
held two assemblies on 3 and 24 February 2012eMNibrthern Governorate, but multiple
breaches of security and public order occurredpdrticular, groups of youths came out
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onto the main streets, deliberately causing trgfiims, throwing stones at passing cars,
intimidating people and targeting the security é&sdy bombarding them with stones and
dangerous objects. The Khamis police station wss attacked during the procession, as
were commercial premises on Sheikh Salman Street.

Although Al-Wefaq National Islamic Society was anfned of the decision to ban

the procession, a decision that was also disseetnay the media, some 40 individuals
came out and marched on Al-Bilad al-Qadim Streatafiance of the law and the banning

order.

We wish to state that, although various assemtdia$ processions have been

punctuated by acts of vandalism and violence, Balsrauthorities are careful to ensure
that individuals are able to exercise their legitienrights of opinion and expression and of
assembly in accordance with the law and in a matirrhas no effect on the rights and
interests of others. They do not take the stepamining any assembly unless there are
substantive grounds and legal justifications foindcso, as is the case in the majority of
countries where this right is regulated.

3.

One

Details of the legal basis for the use of force against protestors during the
assembly held on 22 June 2012

Ruleson the use of force

Bahraini law regulates assemblies pursuant to th#i¢®Meetings, Processions and
Assemblies Act (Decree-Law No. 18 of 1973, as aradhdAny assembly outside
the scope of this Act is therefore unlawful and tdmenpetent security forces are
bound to intervene in order to maintain public oraled public morals in the country
and to protect life, honour and property. They ¢fieie take all necessary measures
to achieve that end

Article 180 of the Bahraini Penal Code of 1986 pdes that: “If an officer of a
public authority believes that five or more perstiase gathered with the intention
of creating unrest, he may, in such capacity, otdem to disperse. Thereafter, he
may take measures for the dispersal of those wihdof@omply with the order by
arresting them and he may use reasonable forcasagaiyone who resists. He may
not use firearms except in cases of extreme negessiwhen a person’s life is
endangered.”

The Public Security Forces Act regulates the maghesandi of these forces and the
use of force. Article 12 provides that membershefsecurity forces, in the course of
carrying out their duties and as necessary, afeoamed to use the level of force
required to perform those duties, provided thatdds the only means open to them

Article 13 of the Public Security Forces Act dealgh the instances in which

members of the public security forces may use astasing that they are authorized
to carry arms and ammunition supplied to them byeoprof the Minister of the

Interior and that these may be used only in theesaspecified in the article,
including:

» To break up a gathering, demonstration or riot utie terms and within the
limits prescribed in chapter I, part Ill, of theegjal section of the Penal Code
(arts. 180-184)

* In legitimate defence of one’s self, honour or mp or in legitimate
defence of others or their honour or property
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Two: Stepsto befollowed in breaking up gatheringsor riots:

(@) The head of the force must issue a verbal waro the gathered crowd or
demonstrators, ordering them to disperse in a yime&nner and explaining the routes that
they must follow as they disperse;

(b) If they fail to comply, a sterner warning isvgn to the effect that recourse
will be had to legitimate means if the order topaise is not promptly obeyed;

(c) In both of the above cases, the warning measdélivered in a clear and
audible voice or by means guaranteeing that theingiis heard by the demonstrators;

(d)  Any use of force must be reasonably propodierand commensurate and
directed only at those who put up resistance;

(e)  The use of firearms is permitted only in ttarawest of circumstances, i.e.,
after a dispersal order and warnings have beeredssa cases of extreme necessity, or if
human life is endangered, and only if no otherapts available.

On the basis of the above legal provisions, ththeging staged by Al-Wefaq
National Islamic Society on 22 June 2012 in thethimn Governorate was, as already
stated, unlawful. Al-Wefaq's Secretary-General wdsrmed of this decision but persisted
in flouting the law, defying the authorities anditmg groups of youths to come out and
disobey the banning order. Those involved weretdedh in stages in accordance with
legal frameworks and international standards. Nwefovas therefore used in the initial
stages; on the contrary, force was used as adssttrafter the failure of negotiations and
attempts to convince the crowd that the gatheriag wnlawful. Furthermore, the gathering
was not peaceful; security personnel were subjetdediolence and had metal spikes,
stones and rubbish thrown at them, which put themsk. They were therefore forced to
disperse the crowd using sound bombs and teaioghs tappropriate degree authorized by
law. The security forces endeavour not to use areept in cases of extreme necessity,
which confirms that the allegation concerning tReessive use force by security personnel
in confronting demonstrators in that and otherdeaots is false. Moreover, there is no
record of reports having been submitted to thecpositation at the time by any of the
named victims or their representatives. A repor,viwever, submitted to the Department
of Public Prosecutions on behalf of Ali Salman &fdhkir Mohamed Jafar AIMowali one
month after the incident, on 22 July 2012.

4, Legal grounds for the arrest of Zahra Salman AlSheikh Ali, Sayed Hadi Sayed
Ebrahim, AbdulRedha Hasan Salman, Elyas Husain Ali Rajab, Sayed Hameed
Sayed Adnan, Jafar Ahmad AlHamran and Ali Khalil Mirza

(@)  Article 55 of the Code of Criminal Procedufe2602 provides that: “In cases
of flagrante delicto for serious or less seriougmdées carrying a penalty of imprisonment
for a term of more than three months, a law enfoer official may arrest the suspect at
the scene if there is sufficient evidence to chénige”

(b)  Article 178 of the Penal Code (Decree-Law NBb.of 1976) provides that:
“Anyone who participates in a gathering of fivernore persons in a public place with the
intention of committing offences or acts aimed @paring or facilitating such offences or
at undermining public security, even if in orderachieve a legitimate purpose, shall be
liable to imprisonment for a term of up to two y&and/or a fine of up to 200 dinars.”

(c) Article 221 of the Penal Code criminalizes gméscribes the penalty for
assault of a public servant by providing that:

“Anyone who, by any of the acts stipulated in @eti339, paragraph 1,
assaults a public servant, or person assigned rforpe a public service, while
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engaged in or on account of performing his dutieproviding service shall be
liable to a penalty of imprisonment.

“The penalty shall be imprisonment for a term pfta 2 years or a fine of up
to 200 dinars if the assault is of a lesser detirae that mentioned.

“The penalty shall be imprisonment for a term pfta 1 year if the assault is
committed against a judge.

“It shall be regarded as an aggravating circunt&tahany of the offences
provided for in the preceding paragraphs is conaedlitivith premeditation or by
more than one person or by a person carrying aeveap

Thearrest of Zahra Salman AlSheikh Ali

This person was arrested on the aforementioneal ggrgunds. A short account of
the incident and the circumstances of her arrestsigollows. After Al-Wefaq National
Islamic Society was informed of the decision to tiam speech rally, entitled “Restore our
stolen rights”, in the capital, Manama, on 15 J@@42, Zahra Salman AlSheikh Alj,
together with 250 others, participated in a gatigeassembled in contravention of the law
near Karbabad beach with the intention of defyimg banning order. They were informed
that their assembly was unlawful by the securithezfficer, who ordered them to
disperse. They failed to comply with his orderswhwer, and insisted on gathering in that
location, blocking the flow of traffic, which fordethe security forces to intervene in order
to disperse them and apply the law. All the whilee said person was among those
participating in the unauthorized gathering and &g photographs of the police. When
one of them was dispatched to find out what she @d@sg, she used insulting words
towards him. The officer present at the scene wesnsoned and he too attempted to
reason with her in a respectful manner, but shblgrd him so hard by his uniform that he
ended up with marks on his chest. She was arréstestruggled against the police officer
in a bid to escape, biting his hand and attackiing. I$he was accompanied to the police
station and subsequently referred to the DepartroérRublic Prosecutions for having
carried out acts constituting an offence againgtublic servant. She was temporarily
detained and later released. Proceedings are angoith the matter is presently before the
courts. We wish to state that there is no trutthéoallegation that this person was subjected
to pressure and threats, as she was humanely dr@ataccordance with international
standards. Hence, there were legal grounds foamest and detention and there is nothing
to indicate that any of the violations allegedtie ippeal took place.

Groundsfor the arrest of the other per sons mentioned

Following the ban on the procession to be staged\bWefaq National Islamic
Society on 22 June 2012, and notwithstanding thatbanning order was notified to Al-
Wefaq and disseminated in the media, some 40 uhg@s came out to march on Bilad al-
Qadim Street, in defiance of the law and the bapnimder, with the intention of
confronting the security forces in order to use gheation to advantage in the media and
abroad. Ali Salman and Jawad Fairoos were at tlagl loé the marchers. After they had
crossed the Khamis roundabout, security persommered into discussion with them and
warned them that they would have to disperse becdlusir gathering was unlawful.
Although they were given time to do so, they faiteddisperse and resolutely carried on
with the procession, in contravention of the lawey were therefore tackled in accordance
with the legal rules (by means of tear gas). Ay thvere running away, one of them, Ali
Mohamed Jafar AlMowali, fell to the ground and sirstd an injury to the back of his
head. He was taken to Sulaimaniya hospital by aamog!.
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The persons listed below were later arrested figraging in subversive activities,
assaulting security officers, assembling unlawflhd fomenting chaos. Legal measures
were taken and they were turned over to the Deganttof Public Prosecutions. They are:

» Jafar Ahmed Juma and Sayed Hameed Adnan Kazem

Arrested under the Penal Code for participating igathering and throwing stones
and metal spikes at the forces on the scene;

» AbdulRedha Salman Saleh
Arrested under the Penal Code for participating gathering;
* Hasan Abdullah Hasan Abdullatif

Arrested under the Penal Code for participatingairgathering, attempting to
barricade the street with a water tank and throwtoges at the forces present at the scene;

» Sayed Hadi Ebrahim AlAlawi

Arrested under the Penal Code for participatingaimathering and committing
criminal offences;

¢ Ali Khalil Mirza

Arrested under the Penal Code for participating gathering;
» ElyasHasan Ali Rajab

Arrested under the Penal Code for participating gathering.

It is worth mentioning that all measures takenrgiahe above persons were true to
the provisions of the Constitution and Bahraini Jawhich guarantee the protection of
human rights and are compatible with the intermaionorms set out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and the Internationav&hant on Civil and Political Rights.
They were treated humanely; their statements wakent by competent officers in rooms
fitted with visual recording equipment; they weakdn to see a forensic physician for a
health check; they were asked if they had beenuliedaby security forces when being
placed under arrest; they were at liberty to cdrita@ir relatives or lawyers; and the entire
matter was referred to the Department of Public@eations.

5. Physical and psychological integrity of Zahra Salman AlSheikh Ali

We wish to inform you that when this person waested and temporarily detained
on 16 June 2012, she was given an external exaotinah accordance with the legal
detention procedures, and was found to have nbleigijuries. She was also examined on
the same day by a doctor at the health centrehatthto the Ministry’s Health and Social
Services Department.

She started a hunger strike on the day followiagdetention and refused to eat or
drink or receive intravenous solutions, despiteattémpts to convince her to do so. She
was therefore transferred to the Bahrain Defenced-Hospital on 19 June 2012, where all
of the medical procedures required in such cases ta&en.

Zahra Salman returned to the health centre only® 22 complaining of high
blood pressure, from which she said she had suffemethree years, and she was given
appropriate treatment. She again visited the healtiire on 4 July 2012 complaining of a
headache and disturbance of blood pressure. Thessmy action was taken and
appropriate treatment was dispensed.

Concerning the statement in the joint urgent abibed this person was denied visits
by her family and lawyer, it has been establisHeat she was permitted to contact her
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family (her mother) on the day of her detention. Wuld also state that she received a
family visit once a week, in conformity with thealaas follows:

* On 20 June 2012, six members of her family viskted
e On 27 June 2012, six members of her family viskted
e On 4 July 2012, six members of her family visiteat h
There is no record of any request made to visiblgeher lawyer.

There is nothing to indicate that any of the Miolas alleged in the appeal took
place.

6. Measures taken to ensure that the legitimate right to assembly peacefully is
respected and that the physical and psychological integrity of those exercising
thisright isguaranteed

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Bahrain of 2Qfizarantees the right of peaceful
assembly under the terms of article 28, paragréphwhich permits public meetings in
accordance with the conditions and situations pitesd by law, provided that the purpose
and means of the meeting are peaceful and do eptdice public morals.

The Public Meetings, Processions and Assembli¢g¢@ecree-Law No. 18 of 1973,
as amended by Act No. 32 of 2006) regulates thecesee of this right in that individuals
are able to exercise their right to assemble pe#gefprovided that the safety of
participants is preserved and that there is nodbred order or public security and no
impairment of the rights of others. The rule istthablic meetings are permitted and may
not be banned unless they are likely to give nseréaches of security or public order.

The Act specifies the times and the places whabdigpmeetings are not permitted,
such as near hospitals, airports, shopping matlssenurity-sensitive locations.

The Act also states that participants in an asgemhy not carry weapons, whether
firearms, knives, incendiary materials, sticks olicsor sharp instruments not normally
carried, and sets out penalties for any personcintravenes its provisions.

We refer to Order No. 57 of 2011, which descrithesduties and responsibilities of
the committee provided for in article 6 of the Raldlleetings, Processions and Assemblies
Act (Decree-Law No. 18 of 1973, as amended by Azt 32 of 2006).

Pursuant to article 6 of the said Decree-Law, yymiblic meeting must have a
committee composed of a chairperson and at leastmi@mbers. The committee must
ensure that order is maintained during the meetimyprevent any departure from the laws
or from the object of the meeting as stated inrtbce. It must also prevent any speech or
discussion that breaches public order, offends Im@t@amounts to an incitement to crime.
The aforementioned Order spells out in detail thégations and responsibilities of this
committee.

As to practicalities, the Ministry of the Interi@xamines notices submitted in
accordance with the legal rules set out in the iBuldeetings, Marches and Assemblies
Act. In the event of approval, the necessary agar@nts are put in place to guarantee the
safety of participants in the assembly and of eitzand residents. Patrols from the General
Directorate of Traffic are also arranged so thaffitr can be organized to avoid bottlenecks.
Members of the community police are likewise effeadlyy deployed, as are security patrols
to protect against infiltration. These arrangemamnéscoordinated with the organizers of the
assembly.

In conclusion, we affirm that the State is comettto and intent on ensuring that
citizens exercise their right to express their apia as part of responsible freedom. This
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regulation is designed to strike a balance betveeemcising the right to express opinions
by peaceful and legal means and avoiding damagheqgublic interest, disruption to
facilities and inconvenience to citizens and resislewhile also ensuring that they are not
prevented from exercising their rights.

We additionally wish to thank the Special Rappardeconcerned with the joint
urgent appeal dated 29 June 2012 for their intareshe human rights situation in the
Kingdom of Bahrain and express our appreciationttier substantial part they play in this
sphere. We wish to emphasize our constant and ieigddesire to cooperate with all
Special Rapporteurs in any matter aimed at entiegdiuman rights principles, which is
the approach and policy routinely followed by thimg@dom of Bahrain in its respect for
human rights.
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Mr. Frank La Rue
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression

Ms. Maina Kiai
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association

Ms Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

Mr. Juan E. Méndez
Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment

Fax: +41 22 917 90 08
+41 22 371 90 06

Excellencies,

With reference to your joint urgent appeal, ref. UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17)
Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (53-24) BHR 5/2012,
of 29t June 2012, on the allegations that you have received regarding repeated
restrictions on the holding of peaceful demonstrations and the excessive use of force
by law enforcement officers during peaceful assemblies.

In this regards, I would like to enclose herewith the response of the Ministry of
Social Development of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the aforementioned urgent appeal,
in Arabic languages.

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Budoor AHMED
Chargé d’affaires a.i.

Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unites Genéve/Vienne; C.P. 39, 1292 Chambeésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh
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