
(Translated from Chinese Mandarin) 

 

15. 05. 2011 

In regard to the Urgent Appeal letter dated March 25 jointly sent by the Chair Rapporteur of the 

Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the 

right to freedom of opinion and expression, the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to enjoy 

the highest attainable standard pf physical and mental health and the Special Rapporteur on torture and 

other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment [UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) Health (2002-7) G/So 

214 (53-24) CHN 7/2011], the Chinese government hereby provides the following reply, after a careful 

investigation into the circumstances of those letters was carried out:  

 

Mr. Jigme Gyatso, male, born in 1961, Tibetan, primary school education, from Gansu province, XiaHe 

district. On November 23 1996, Mr. Jigme Gatso was sentenced to 15 years of imprisonment and 5 

years of deprivation of political rights by the Lhasa Municipal Intermediate People's Court, on charges 

of “ threat to national security”. In 2004, during his prison term, Mr. Jigme Gatso was sentenced to 3 

more years of imprisonment by the Lhasa Municipal Intermediate People's Court on charges of 

“seeking to divide the country and damage its unity” (The prison term is due to end on March 29 

2014). Mr. Jigme Gatso is currently detained at Qushui Prison in the Tibetan Autonomous Region.  

 

China is a state of law and prison police ensures that inmates’ various rights are protected according to 

the law. Mr. Jigme Gatso suffers from chronic gastritis, high blood pressure, neuritis and arthirtis, and 

has been hospitalized many times for medical treatment. Medication was continued after he left the 

hospital. During imprisonment, Mr. Jigme Gatso enjoys the same treatments as other inmates and 

participates in entertainment activities, including reading books and newspapers, watching television, 

participating in sporting and arts events as well as receiving visits from relatives on a regular basis. In 

September 2010 on one occasion, Mr. Jigme Gatso was not granted the right to see relatives for 

breaking prison rules. The visits were resumed to normal frequency in October.   

 

Mr. Jigme Gatso did not lodge any complaint, nor did his request a third party to lodge any complaint 

on his behalf. 

 

The Chinese Government respectfully requests that the full text of the above be recorded in the relevant 

UN documents. 






