PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS TO THE UNITED
- NATIONS AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
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OHCHR — JOINT COMMISSION FROM SPECIAL PROGEDURES

- Mandates of the Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the ehjoyment of the
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and the Special Rappotteur on
the human rights of migrants. .. . . oo

iR

CASE OF Ms Sumniemiinisi

1. Please provide any additional information and/or comment(.s)' you may have on
the above mentioned allegations. _ :

On 16 December 2014, Miss AsSENEEGMUNNEINGY. national of UH
born on (ESENBEERIER, was granted provisional student visa for three months to come to
Mauritius to follow (TSNS SRR, in LIS | af MEEORER

UK on the follwing cbhditio_ns:- :

"+ She should proHuf:ewuthin one“month of her arrival a medical certificate
. from a laboratory, clinic or hospital in Mauritius certifying that she is not
suffering from HIV, Hepatitis B and Chest Infection; and '

« In case the medical certificate would reveal that she is suffering from any of
the abovementioned diseases, the provisional entry permit would be
cancelled and she would have to leave Mauritius within a period of two

weeks.

The above conditions are applicable to all foreign students in line-with section
8(1) (b) of the Immigration Act, whereby foreigners afflicted with“any infectious or
_contagious disease are deemed to be Prohibited Immigrants and should not be
admitted into the country. In this regard, guidelines for the application of student visa
are readily accessible from the website of the Passport and Immigration Office.

On 27 January 2015, Miss came to Mauritius. On 03 March 2015, she
submitted her medical certificate. which revealed that she is JERINRNSNERE, However,
prior to the submissidn'of her medical certificate to the Passport and Immigration Office,
she had contacted Prevention Information Lutte contre le Sida (PILS), a non-
governmental organisation and the latter had on 23 February 2015 made a request to
the Prime Minister's Office to grant an exceptional permission fo Miss ;. to
complete her studies at TRiiEENGGNEGRNNG IR : o

the Passport and Immigration® Office of Mauritius informed

On 04 March 2015, _
R RIS » y way of a letter that Missi
‘was cancelled and she should have to leave the country within two weeks.

s provisional student visa -




Subsequehtly,. on 17 March’ 2015, the request made by PILS td allow Miss’ _ '

4t to stay in Mauritius until January 2016 to complete her course at §
@ was turned down by the Prime -Minister's Office. Thereafter, the
Passport and Immigration Office informed R, Vics S o
PILS accordingly.

PILS submitted an appeal to the Passport and Immigration Office to reconsider
its decision as regards the application for residence permit in favour of Miss JREEm

not to grant residence permit t& Miss i

given that the non—citizen was admitted to. government hospital. However, the decision

®was maintained. e
7 The Passpditand Immigration Office again informed Miss 4
letter that her request for a residence permit to allow her to follow the course “level 4
Diploma in Hospitality Management at ¥ ABARORNSERAE. v 2 s turned down and
‘requested her to leave the country forthwith. in practice, two weeks are allowed.

Subsequently, Miss &#B8% submitted an application for leave to apply for a
judicial review of the decision of the Passport and Immigration Office to cancel her visa
permit.

However, on 23 September 2015, Miss SH8E® swore an affidavit to the effect
that she would complete her course in March 2016 and that she would leave Mauritius
“upon completion of the course. in the light thereof, the Primie Minister's Office agreed
to allow Miss AR to remain in Mauritius until the completion of her studies in March
2016 on compassicnate ground. . : '

2, Please provide ihformation oh'the steps taken by the competent authorities
RN ' rights to the highest attainable

with a view to ensuring Miss (SRS
standard of health, -

The Staté pro'vides free hea.lth services to the entire population. The publi_c
healthcare services delivery includes 135 facilities at local level which provides medical,

nursing, dispensary and support services at local level, 5 regional hospitals and 2 -

- district hospitals that can ‘accommodate over 2500 in _—péti’en’ts. In addition, there are
several specialist hospitals: a mental hospital with 811 beds, an eye hospital, and ear,
nose and throat hospital, a cardiac centre and a chest hospital which together have over
200beds. ' o

']_'hé regional hospitals and primary care ceht-kes or facilities benefit from a wide
range of clinical and non-clinical support services including pathology laboratories, X-




Ray, CT Scan and MRI, pharmacy, blood coi_ieCtion and transfusion, public heaith and
hygiene, medical records ‘and information services, catering, laundry, transport- and
cleaning. ‘ o '

g was admitted in one of the govem'men't hospitals from 07 to 10 Apr'il

Miss #F
2015, where she received all the services and trreatment free of charge.

3. Please provide information on measures taken to ensure the rights. to the

enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health of
international students, in particular of those who are medically vulnerable.

‘Mauritius being a‘weh‘are State, provides free access to health services. Ahy

‘person being a citizen or a non-citizen has access to governm'ent hospitals free of

charge.
Please also see response to question 2 above.

4, What steps, if any, have been taken to ensure that the Immigration Act,
section 8 (1)(b) complies with Mauritius’ international obligations to protect and
promote the enjoyment of the right to health? :

The very purpose of the section 8(b) of the Immigration Act is to protect and promote
the enjoyment of the Rights to Heaith of inhabitants of Mauritius as it prohibits any
person with any infectious or contagious disease to enter the territory of Mauritius.
However, if any person, be it a citizen or a non-citizen is ill, he/she has access to
medical facilities free of charge in government hospitals. - -

Moreover, if it happens that a nion-citizen with infectious or contagious disease is

“in Mauritius, due consideration is given on a case {o case basis and depending on the
- merits of the case, the person is aliowed to stay in Mauritius. As in the case of Miss

s who has been allowed to stay in Mauritius on humanitarian grounds until the

' ompletion of her studies.

5.  Please provide the details, and where available the resulté, of any inquiries

" or reform proposals that may have been carried out in relation to the allegations. .

If no enquirieé have taken place, or if they have been inconclusive, please explain '

“why.

) was 'to- be deported from Mauritius are

" The allegations that Miss A8
unfounded. '




As pointed out earlier, Missviamwas granfed a provisional student visa subject

to certain conditions including the need to submit a medical certificate certifying that she
is not suffering from HIV, Hepatitis B and Chest Infection. She was clearly informed that
if the medical certificate revealed that she was suffering from any of the disease, the
provisional entry visa would be cancelled and she would have to leave Mauritius within
a period of two weeks. Consequently, on receipt of the medical certificate, she was
informed by the Passport and Immigration office that her provisional visa had been
cancelled and that she was requested to leave the country within two weeks,

Prime Minister's Office
08 Deceriber 2015




