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Information provided by the Russian Federation in connection with the joint 
communication of the Special Procedures of the United Nations Human Rights 

Council concerning the investigation of Mr. Boris Nemtsov’s killing. 
 
 

Reference: UL RUS 1/2015 
 
 
 
 1. The investigation of the killing of the Deputy of the Yaroslavl Oblast Duma 
Mr. Boris Nemtsov was assigned to the Chief Investigative Directorate of the 
Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation. Under this investigation measures 
are being taken to fully and comprehensively establish all the circumstances of this 
crime including its motives and to bring to criminal justice all individuals involved in 
the crime. 
 
 The investigation bodies of the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation, including its Chief Investigation Directorate, are operating on the basis of 
principles of legality, independence, openness and inadmissibility of interference in 
the affairs of the Investigative Committee as well as on the basis of other generally 
accepted principles of criminal justice (Articles 5 and 6 of the Federal Law of 
28.12.2010 No 403-FZ "On the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation", 
Chapter 2 of the Criminal-Procedural Code of the Russian Federation). 
 
 According to Article 5 of the Federal Law No 403-FZ, the investigative bodies 
of the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation exercise their authority 
independent of the federal bodies of state power, bodies of state power of the subjects 
of the Russian Federation, bodies of local government, public associations and 
organizations, other bodies and in accordance with the legislation of the Russian 
Federation. 
 
 According to Article 6 of the Federal Law referred to above, an attempt of the 
above mentioned bodies, mass media and their representatives as well as other 
officials to exert pressure in any form on an the officer of the Investigative Committee 
in order to influence a procedural decision he is about to take or to obstruct in any 
form his procedural activities will be liable in accordance with the legislation of the 
Russian Federation. In particular, Parts 2 and 3 of Article 294 of the Criminal Code of 
the Russian Federation provide for the criminal liability for interference in any form, 
including using official status or position, in the activity of an investigator for the 
purpose of obstructing the all-round, full, and objective investigation of a case. 
 
 2. The Chief Investigative Directorate of the Investigative Committee of the 
Russian Federation for the city of Moscow opened a criminal case and launched a 
criminal investigation into the assassination of Boris Nemtsov, a Deputy of the 
Yaroslavl Oblast Duma, which happened in central Moscow on Bolshoy 
Moskvoretsky Bridge on 27 February 2015, under crimes stipulated in paragraphs “g” 
and “h” of Part 2 of Article 105 (murder committed by a group of persons under a 
preliminary conspiracy or committed out of mercenary motives by hire) and Part 2 of 



Article 222 (illegal acquisition, transfer, sale, storage, transportation, or bearing of 
firearms and their ammunition, committed by a group of persons in a preliminary 
conspiracy) of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation 
 
 As a result of the investigative activities and operative and search measures 
aimed at identification of individuals who killed Boris Nemtsov, H. Bahaev, A. 
Gubashev, Sh. Gubashev, Z. Dadaev and T. Eskerkhanov were arraigned on criminal 
charges. They were charged with committing crimes stipulated in paragraphs “g” and 
“h” of Part 2 of Article 105 and Part 2 of Article 222 of the Criminal Code of the 
Russian Federation. With respect to these individuals the court chose to place them in 
detention as a pre-trial measure of restraint. 
 
 As for the possibility of providing details of the investigation, Article 161 of 
the Criminal-Procedural Code of the Russian Federation states that the data of the 
preliminary inquisition shall not be divulged and may be revealed only with the 
permission of the investigator. 
 
 3. The Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation is the federal state 
body exercising its powers in the sphere of criminal trial, including investigation of 
crimes, in accordance with the Criminal-Procedural Code of the Russian Federation. 
 
 The principles of the organization and activities of this body are spelled out in 
detail in the Federal Law of 28.12.2010 No 403-FZ "On the Investigative Committee 
of the Russian Federation". 
 
 The legal basis for the activities of the Investigative Committee are the 
Constitution of the Russian Federation, laws and regulations of the Russian 
Federation and the international agreements of the Russian Federation, which 
enshrine universally recognized principles and norms of the international law. Hence, 
in its work the Investigative Committee of the Russian Federation is guided by 
international standards of impartiality, efficiency and independence contained in the 
relevant international instruments to which the Russian Federation is a Party. 
 
 4. The right of the citizens of the Russian Federation to peaceful assembly is 
ensured in Article 31 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation and its 
implementation is prescribed in the provisions of the Federal Law No 54-FZ of 19 
June 2004 “On assemblies, meetings, demonstrations, marches and picketing”. Article 
149 of the Criminal Cod e of the Russian Federation stipulates criminal liability for an 
Illegal obstruction of the holding of a meeting. 
 










