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

  (Translated from Arabic) 

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations Office at 
Geneva 

To: Mr. David Kaye, Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression 

 Mr. Maina Kiai, Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 
and of association 

 Mr. Michel Forst, Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders 

 I received with great interest your joint urgent appeal No. UA SAU 14/2014 of 8 
December 2014 concerning Fadhel Maki al-Manasif, Waleed Abu al-Khair and Miklif al-
Shammari, and I wish to offer the following clarifications: 

• The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as one of the founding members of the United 
Nations, is committed to complying with its international human rights obligations, 
in accordance with its legislation and the Islamic sharia. 

• The Kingdom’s judicial system guarantees to everyone on an equal footing all the 
rights pertaining to a fair and impartial trial. 

• The levels of jurisdiction (courts of first instance, appeal courts and the High Court) 
guarantee to everyone a fair, impartial and transparent trial. The judiciary is subject 
to no authority other than the Islamic sharia. 

 As the allegations in your appeal are inaccurate and incorrect, the competent 
authorities in the Kingdom have been contacted so that they may provide us with accurate 
and detailed information concerning each case referred to in the appeal. I hope that, 
pending a response from the authorities, the period for submission of a reply can be 
extended for as long as possible. 

(Signed and stamped) Ambassador Faisal Trad 
Permanent Representative 

    




