
Information provided by the Ministry of Human Rights, and governmental measures taken, 

concerning the joint communication, in reply to the letter of enquiry from the Foreign Ministry 

 

1. Most of the districts where the alleged violations took place have been outside the State’s 

control since terrorist groups (the Islamic State in Syria and the Levant – ISIL) swept through 

them and imposed their authority over them, exercised the ugliest forms of torture and 

inhumane behaviour and committed serious human rights violations. A great deal of 

information about those and other events is contained in United Nations reports following the 

incidents in Mosul on 10 June 2014.  

2. Moreover, at its meeting on 15 August 2014, the Security Council adopted resolution 2170 

(2014), which affirms that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations constitutes one of the 

most serious threats to international peace and security and that any acts of terrorism are 

criminal and unjustifiable. The resolution goes on to condemn the indiscriminate killing and 

deliberate targeting of civilians, and numerous atrocities, mass executions and extrajudicial 

killings, including of soldiers [committed by ISIL and associated groups]. It recalls that such 

attacks directed against any civilian populations because of their ethnic or political 

background, religion or belief may constitute a crime against humanity and therefore those 

organizations must be held accountable; affirms that terrorism, including the actions of 

ISIL, cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, or 

civilization; and stresses that terrorism can only be defeated by a sustained and 

comprehensive approach involving the active participation and collaboration of all 

States and international and regional organizations to impede, impair, isolate and 

incapacitate the terrorist threat. 

3. On 1 September 2014, at its twenty-second special session, the Human Rights Council 

adopted resolution S 22/1 on the human rights situation in Iraq in the light of abuses 

committed by the so-called Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant and associated groups. The 

resolution recalls the atrocities these groups have committed against women and children 

involving enslavement, rape, forced marriages, displacement and abduction, that they have 

caused a catastrophic humanitarian crisis and the displacement of large numbers of people 

from the areas under their control, and urges all parties not to lend any legitimacy to terrorist 

acts. The resolution therefore emphasizes the need to take appropriate steps to protect 

members of religious and ethnic minorities, women and children and to strengthen 

international cooperation in order to provide humanitarian assistance and aid to all displaced 

Iraqi people to ensure that basic needs are met, and requests the Office of the High 



Commissioner urgently to dispatch a mission to Iraq to investigate alleged violations and 

abuses of international human rights law. 

The Iraqi Government is fully prepared to cooperate with the committee that will be formed 

by virtue of the aforementioned resolution in order to expose the acts committed by these 

groups to the international community, and will provide the information available about the 

crimes committed by those groups (ISIL). 

4. The Iraqi Government has taken steps to protect the families displaced from the areas in 

which conflict is taking place and has built camps and is providing the displaced with material 

assistance. The Ministry of Migration and Migrants has distributed grants to them, and a 

donations fund for the displaced has been set up by the Cabinet general secretariat. The 

governorates in which displaced people are located are also providing assistance.  

5. With regard to government employees in the regions in which conflict is taking place, the 

Cabinet general secretariat has given them the opportunity to work in ministries belonging to 

their places of work in the governorates to which they have been displaced, in addition to 

receiving their civil service salaries and entitlements. 

6. Our Ministry is conducting ongoing investigations into the incidents referred to in the 

communication and will provide you with detailed information about the matters referred to 

in your letter at a later date. 








