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I wish to refer to your letters dated 17 Tebruary and 21 April 2011 regarding the
allegations communicated to you about the Greek Orthodox Christinn community
rediding in the Karpaz aves of Northern Cyptus and to bring the following to your kind
attention, '

First of all, I wish to express our appreciation for this opportunity to shed light
on the realities about the alleged incident in particular, anid the rights and freedoms
enjoyed by the Greek Cypriot community living In the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus in general, ' |

Betore I make certain clarifications as regards the realties surrounding the
alleged incident, T wigh to stress the strong eommitment of the '.Furldsh_ Cypriot side to
the ongoing negotiating process on the Istand which Is conducted under the good

-offices mission of the United Nutions Secretary-General and almed: at finding a

- comprehensive settiement to the Cyprus problem, We believe that it ls the prime

responyibllity of the both sides to refrain Trom any action which might jeopardize the
negotiating process, On our part, we are showing the necessary sensitivity and
goodwill towards this end. However, we are witnessing with disappointment that, as in
the case of “25 December incident”, the Greek Cypriot side continues to exploit every
opportunity to promote enmity and further its systematic defamation campaign apainst
Turkey and the Turkish Cypriot side st the expense of the negotiating process,
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As a mmtar of’fm the allegnwna brought lo yoor attention reflect lwithar
_ the realities of the cage in‘polnt nor the general fhets regarding the exercise of froedom
of religion in Northern Cyprus. E’vmy indjviduai living within the territory of the

Turkish Repubii@ of Worthern Cyprus (TRNC) enjoys freedom of religion, thought and -
© congcience, Menibers of the fuiths of Isiam, Christianity and Tudalsm as well ag
followers of‘otber beliefs can mdmdual ly or colleqiive:ly practico their religions freely.
These principlﬂs are enshrined in the Commmien of the Turkigh Republic of Nottheri
, Cyprua, partlcuiarly in A.rtmla 23, ”L"i{NC is 4 clemocmtiu and secular state whero the
rule oflf;w prevails. The Constitution safoguards the ughm and ﬁ:acdoma of all peqple,' )
‘regardless of their muzemhip, religious affiliation or sthnie orig’in, in line with

. mtamaumml mstrumeuta fmr the protection of’ civil and polmcm ::ights.

Aa regard& 111e nllaga‘lziana oommun cmed to ymn, it s hzghly diw.af!:ung to
- observe that even the information pmwded about the: popuolation of the Greek Cypriots -
Living in the Karpaz area is distorted. C‘ontrm'y to.the “mfc:rmauon” |)rovide:cl the so
called “decling” in the number of Oresk Cyprmtb living in the Kaupam aren, compared
10 the Jnguma in 1960, is the end-regult of Lfm 1975 Vol untaiy Popuiatmm Lxclmnga
Agreement through which Greek Cypriots chose to t*mt'gamm Lhamha!ves in the South

while the Turkish Cypriots moved to the North. Only a sm'ﬂl ‘Greek | Cyprim -

' popul,anen, composed mainly of elderly poople, had chosen to smy In North Cypms '
~and in time their population has declined 4s. some of the members of the mmnaumi.y'.
passed away Llaraugh nagural couses, A& a mﬂtwc af‘iam Lhe Greek Cypriot commuml.y.
of ’Northem Cyprus, who live nmmly in the !Qarpa:: aren, enmy ali human mglﬂs and
fi re@dom& without any. diserimination or lumimlon L”Imw iivmg eondi :tnom»s ﬂra ona pm
w:th the Mukish C’iyprims 1iving in the smm arm. o

lt is a regulm:ly raponed f”lﬂl by 1:11;, reiavant mtematlmml bodies Lhat Greak
('L‘ypnota as well s other rml;gious gmups lwing m North' Cyprus can i osly exerclye

 their re};gtous duties and conduct religious servaccs freely on their holy dﬂysn ;

Iurthermore u1e Turktsh Cypuot antharitles also macle at possible Jor two Clreek
Cypr{ot priests, desngmued by the Greek Cypnm: admmlslmuen io gerve in the area
populﬂted by Greek Cypriots. Aceording to the cugr ent ragu}uuon&, the Greek Cyprmi,s
can conduet religmus service in churches . loeawcl in thelr aren of residence ot any day

fthe weel and any tjum of the year without any limltatian or requirement for pr}or
. ermissian | - -

Aﬂ@r glvmg You & broadm' pmmre cenceming rf:l gious smx:l hunmn 1iglxts

-gtandirds in Northern Cyprus, let me first provide you with certain facts concerning.

-tpe alegauans contained m your euer dmad 17 February 201,1 As regards the |
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Christmas mass that was brought to your attention, it should be underlined that
according to the regulations in pluce at the time of the muss in question, notification in
the form of a written application was required in advance for services to be held at any
day of the week other than Sundays, This was aimied at enabling the local authorities to
talce the necessary meagures for the safe conduet of the mass. The Greek Cypriot
administration a3 well ns the Greek Cypriots living In the TRNC were well aware of
this procedure and, as » matter of fact, there has not been any problem until the last
incident since the necossary applications had always been made in a timely fashion,
Eowsver, this year, Greek Cypriots did not make an application for Christmas services
within the expected time frame despite the fact that our authorities had reminded the
Greek Cypriots living in the area that they should make the necessary application in
time if they planned 1o conduct a Christinag Mass on 25 December 2010, The Greek
Cypriots, however, refrained from maoking nn application and preferred to make a last
minute telephone call in Jate afternoon of Friday, 24 December 2019, to our Ministry
to request the facilitation of a Christmas Service for the following day, However, as ull -
the relevant government offices were closed by then, it wag not possible to make the
necessary arrangentents despite our best efforts and the Greek Cypriot representative
in the Kapraz area was informied accordin gly.

The allegations regarding the course of events on 25 December 2010 are also
completely distorted, Nelther the priest nor the community was forced out of the
church and the church was not sealed. On the contrary, all present individuals freely
exercised their veligious duties at the Aylos Sinesios Church and our authorities did
not enter the premises, The Greek Cypriot representative also fails to mention the fact
that on 25 December 2010, a new request was made for four services to be held on 31 .
- December, 1 January, 5 and 6 January 2010 at the same church. This application was
considered favorably despite the short notice and services were conducted by the
resident priest, Papazacharias Georghiou, clearly demonstrating goodwill on our part,

Moreover, conirary to the Greek Cypriot allegations, no request was made to
- conduet o Christmas service at the nearby village of Sipahi (Ayia Triads). The only

application in this regard was for a service to be conducted on 6 JTanuary 2011 and the

requost was duly approved, It should also be noted that, to date, aimost all applications
for religious services have been facilitated except for a few extraordinary cases. It is
most important, in this respect, that none of the Christmas service requesls have ever
fbeen denied. '

Regarding the elleged ban mentioned in your letter to holding an evening mass
by Greek Orthodox worshippers In the Karpaz area on 4 February 2011, I would like

i
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to clarify that these allegatmm are also unfounded. 'I‘h@r@ has been no application
or nouﬂaauon made o our authomlfas regardmg, such a mass. ’E‘herei‘ur&, there can be
© no question of a bn’ on the intemied wrvice o

Now allow me to make some-clatifications a4 wg;,urds the Micgmlons contained

- in yeur second letter, dated 21 April 2011, 1In relation to the application to aelebrmﬁe a
g _rehgm;.;s bawice aithe Saint G@rgwﬁ Chureh in the Vadili (Vatyli) village, let me flrst

. underline that for the total populmmn of around 500 Greek Cypriots and Mmomtes
! rcsidm;_b in the North, curram}y there ate 19 churches i in ua@ for religious cerpmony and
the-one in Vadill § is not amomgst tham Asa matter of t‘uct 1 religlous service has never

L 'been condueted in tlm church in tlw past as thore is no CGreek Cypric:t commuuily in

- the area; l‘hus the Greek Cypriot application to hold a religious oemmony inthis
) chmch, despxm being fully aware o[‘ihxa faet, can cnly be e;\plamad By anotlwr altempt -
o axploit the issue of religious ire&ciom for politlcai pi‘ﬂpﬂgﬂl‘ldﬂ pun pcmes

As regards the allegaﬁeus concerning the m»caﬂlud ‘*Ianshep of Karpasia” emc! :
- his attempt to hold a mass in the viliaga of Dipkarp:w (R:zekarpaso), it ghould be
- noted that tha person in question i well-known for his past stmmenta pimed at
-~ stirring onmity and hatred- among our Cimak Cypriot community ngmnat the Tukah"
- Cypriot people, l"urthmmor@, the tme he ciahns to bcar a.‘s the “13 shnp ol‘ Kar pmm" s
not recognizad by our ralewant auu'mntws '

| In relat:on 10 th- allcgatm t}'mt sinc:& 17 March 2001 piigrims m the Mmmstery
af Apostolos Andrias. are s:eqmrecl o pay an amgmc@ fce, let me alamfy that the ;
- entrafice fee in queytions (whlch is. lesez than half o Euro) is for entrance to the. Karpaz
Peninsula Nauonal Park and not for the: Mmmslary off Apcrstoles Andreas. The purpose
of collecting this fee is 1o talse i’uncls for 1he pmt&cuon and the maintenance of the
. National Park as is the: cose for many other naummi parks. worldwide. This issue has
arisen duc to the fact that the Monastery i located within fhe area designated as o
nuuonai park. Following the ;maundex:stm‘ldmg that the fes was collected as an .
entrance fee to the Monastery, our relevant aulhorltiea Dave zmemly made o statement
‘underlining that during the holy days of Christinnity, when moe Gireek Cypriota ate
| expeatad m visu the Monastmy, 1o fee will be culi&:ct@d for antmme (He3 the Naz]ona}.
Park ‘ R

I“n:mlly, for the aliagatxon that on 17 .Mﬂrch 2011 copi es of i.he New Teqtamem.
and prayer books dostined for the Creek Cyprmt: school el‘uldlan in the North were
-aonfiscuwd I need to stress.that it is yet unother attempt a:i the Gmﬂk Cypric)t sjde to
jrema “artiflelal crisis” which shall aubsequanﬁy be expla:ted for political propaganda
urposes. As n matler c)f’ fat, there in a we!l-eatabhshed pmaedure in place for the
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books to be delivered from South Cyprus to the Greek Cypriot schools In the North.
Ascordingly, the books to be used in the Greek Cypriot primary and secondary schools
in the North are conveyed to our Ministry by the United Natlons Peace Keeping Forees
in Cyprus (UNFICYP) and following the completion of the relevant procedure, the
books are delivered to the Greek Cypriot schools through UNFICYP. Despite being
well-aware of this procedure, the Greek Cypriot attempt to bring certain books to the
North without the prior knowledge of our authorities and without following the
established procedure can only be treated as a failed attempt to smuggle items into the
country, Furthermore, it is ill-intentioned initiative aimed at creating further incidents
for propaganda purposes, _ |

In view of the foregoing, it is our considered opinion that the allegations
brought to your attewtion are being fabricated by the Creek Cypriot administration ag
part of its defamation campaign against the Turkish Cypriot side and Turkey. The
Greek Cypriot administration has recently been escalating its policy of provocation
and creating artificial crisis with a view to diverting the agenda of the Internationsl
community away form the seltlement negotiations which are being marred by the
intransigence and maximalist positions of the G{cck Cypriot side.

- In the face of the Greek Cypriot policy of exploiting the religiows and human
rights of the Greek Cypriot residents of Northern Cyprus for political propaganda
purposes, our Government has recently revised the procedure on the matter, According
to the revised procedure currently in effect; Greek Cypriots tiving in the TRNC can
hold religious services. on any-day of the week at the churches situated in their areas of
residence without any need for prior application, and the minimum number of days
required to make an application for services which require prior notification has been
reduced to ten workdng days.

As for the questions you raised in your both letters, 1 would like to provide
- speeific angwers in view of the aforementioned.

1. The allegéd incidents by no way reflect the truth,
2. No complaint has been lodged with regards to these incidents.

3. (a) Greek Cypriots living in the TRNC con hold religlous services conducted
by the two designated Greek Cypriot priests (Priests Zaharins Georgiou and
Konstantinos Pantell) on any day of the week without any permission at the
churches (Ayin Triss and Aylos Sinesios Churches in Dipkatpaz village and

C Ayins Trias Chureh in Sipahi village) that are focated near the arcas they
reside. '



(b) Gruelc Cypriots lmng in the ’l"llNC aro mqmmd to appiy for parmimiﬂn fgn* |

rallgzous scmces whzeh are:

1, tohe I'u-lcl m ehm ohes or. mommtmics in the llINC other uuam the above- E |

~mentionad theee chumhes,

il to be_conducted by ay pmat othar tlmn me above-nwmioned two o

: idusigmated prwsis, and

. in

) Soulh C‘yprus.

il to be hield with the aol!cctwa pmtici pmien mﬁ' G‘mak Cypmts r:aaiding m‘

(e) 1he mminmm numbm of days requifecl 10 maka an npplicut:on 101: such | |
,scwices has ‘boen reduced to-ten. workmg days. Henge, the applncalmn form
should be submitfed to the Mlmatry c;f Flegn M‘ Tairs ot !emst ten wnrk,iug dayq

bei‘om the d.m of'the platmd event,

(d) An wquc s from’ South Cypm& to conduci: mhg;ous wrvices af the -
churches o nmnmtet*iaﬁ in. the TRNC are subject to priot nouﬁmuon and |
_permisslon. However, the mn:aimum numbm of days ws:guiuccl to make an

| f.'flppi,toauon has been. recluc:cac% 0. ten wmlcing duys, The ;:q:aphemiona should bé

- submitted through UNFICYP t@ the Mmlslry of 1"mmgn Aﬂhirs m. laast, mn

: kaing days bc'lem the dma of the pianmci event.

It should also be stressed ot thus point that some ol."tlw cluwelws tht 5ro be ng
med for special masses, such as St. Barnabns ond $t. Mamas, -also serve s icon.

. museums, '1‘1mreiom advanced nouﬁpaua&a is ucqu,uecl to enablo the Department of

At quues and Museunm to. vsmur@ the. snﬁaty of the valunble items on dlsp]ay

Befme 1 cone ude, I wish to draw your attention 10 8 fow examples
4:1emmmtmtmg the l.oml dlgregird of the Creek Cypriot authorities. to the teligious
vights and ﬂraedoms o£ the Turkish Cypiiot- people. The Jurkash Cypriots-living in
South Cyprus, who are cqtumted 1o be over 1,000 sre allowed acc@ss to worship at

nly two mo:aquas in South Cyprvs, namely Flalo Sultan Tekke Mosques in Larnoca and

I oprulu Mosque In. Limassol. Mamovax, the Groek Cypriot mhmnjsu*mion does not
dllow the dasagnmron of Turkish Cypriot Iimams by our religious authorities to the
inosques situated in South Cyprus despite the fact that two Chreek Cypriot priests -

erving in North, Cyprus have been deslgoated by the Groelk Cypriot authorities with
br agreement, Our citizens are allowed only limited access to Hale Sultan Mosque in

LEny

w I

outh Cyprus and ate being restricted on the bagis of thelr orlgin, According to the

' . L
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Greek Cypriot administration, TRNC citlzens who gre born in Turkey and
descendants do not have the right to vigit the Flala Sultan Mosque whicl is one of the
most. important religious sites of the Jg| davie faith, This amounts to nothing but oss
violation of human rights us wel] as racial diserimination and js clearly in bronch of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenayii on Clvil and
Polilen) Rights,

theiy

We hope and trust that the foregoing wil duly be taken into sceount by the
Human Rights Council in the interest of roflecting the reqlities on the islund and
}pr‘eventing the exploitation of these high values for political pu.ri&os‘es by the Creek
Cypriot administration, ‘

I wish 1o seize this oppottunity to thank you onee again for
wish you the beat in your gu

your intetest and
tret and future endeavors, / |

Yours Sincerely,

Ozgifrgiin

inister of Forelgn Affuir
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