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(Transiated from Arabic)

' Reply to the allegations contained in the complaint of Ms. Nazeeha Saeed and the legal

action taken in this regard -

With reference fo the allegation le“rter No. AL G/SO 214 (67 17) GISO 214 {53-24)
G/30 214 (89-15) BHR 15/2011 from the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, the Special Rapperteur on violence against
womet, its causes and consequences and the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and

~ protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, in connegtion with the

allegations that they have received concerning the torture of Ms, Nazeeha Smeed, a
correspondent for France 24 and Radio Monte Carlo Doualiya in Rifa'. pohce gtation, we
wish to draw your attention to the following points,

Reply

The Ministry of Interlor reaffirms its full commitment to all international standards,
to the law and to human rights principles and, in the present context, to the principle that
those found to have violated the law in any way should be held accountable. The Ministry
of [nterior does not tolerate ll-treatment and takes swift legal action in connection with any

violations by Ministry staff. Indeed, it refers such cases to the military when indicated by

investigations mto any repotted violation of these principles or of the app]icatmn of the law,

In view- of the above and pursuant to the report received by the Mlmstry from Ms,
Saeed that she was attacked by a number of female police officers while at a police station,
His Excellency the Minister 'of Interior, Lisutonant-Genoral Shalkh Rashid bin Abdulla Al
Khalifa, ordered 'a swift investigation into the incident and emphasized that those found to
have perpetrated the attack were to be brought to trial,

Tn connection with this incident, the Ministry notes the points set out below,

1, - The Office of the Military Prosecutor launched the investigation immediately upon

“receiving the complaint. Ms. Nazesha Saeed was summoned for questioning about the

incident, She stated fhut on 22 May 2011, she was told that she was requirad to attend West

_ Rifa’ police station in order to make a statement. A female officer asked her some questions
‘and then asked her to attend the women’s police unit to make a statethent. Another fomale

officer arrived at the unit and beat her,

2., All five female police officers who had witnessed the incident were questioned. 1t
emerged that Ms, Saced was summoned to make a staternent as a defendant on charges of
disseminating false information that would disturb public ordet, attending a gathering and
inciting hatred against the system -of government, which are. designated as offences under

| ‘the Criminal Code, They said that Ms. Saced had not been arrested, but as she had changed
her statement it had taken time to take her stafement down. When the police report was
‘completed, she was released from the police station. '

3 When the officers in question were brought before Ms. Saeed, she identified the
officer who had beaten her, On that occasion, she did not nesert that the othel officers had
beaten her,

4, The complainant was examined by the Chairperson of the Medical Commnlttee on 23

May 2011, In her repori, the Chalrpexson noted slight brulsing to variovs parts of the.

complainant’s body,
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5, . On 24 May 2011, the Office of the Military Prosecutor brought the complainant to
the forensic physician for an examination. The medical report found some injuries, namely,
soratches and bruises a8 noted in the aforementioned repoit,

5. The investigation was eoncluded and an order was issued on 1 June 2011 to transfer
the officer concerned fo the competent military tribunal for trial on the charges against her,

7. The defendarit was convicted on 21 July 2011, The Office of the Military Progecutor
has appealed against the decision,
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The Petmanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations
‘Office and other International Organizations in Geneva presenis its
compliments to the Office of the High Commussioner for Human Rights,
and would like to refer to the Allegation letter, ref. AL G/SO 214 (67:17)
| G/SOC 214(53-24) G/SO 214 (89-15) BHR 15/2011 of 5 August 2011, sent by
the Special Rapporteur on torture and dther cruel, inhuman or degrading -
treatment or punishment, the Special Rapporteur on violence against '
'women its causes and consequences, and the Special Rapporteur on the:
~ promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expressxon, regarding Ms Nazeeha Saeed

I this recrards, the. MlSSIOIL has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of
the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain- to the aforemen‘aoned '
allegaticn letter in Arabu: language.

The Permanent Mlssmn of the ngdom of Balain avails 1tse]f of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human -
~ Rights the assurance of its highest consideration. :

Office of the United Nations High Commlssmner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson _
‘Rue des PAquis 52
1201 Genave

+ Fax: +41 22 917 90 06
Fax: +41 229179008 ~
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Mlsslon Permanente du Floyaume du Bahrein auprds da IOﬂtca des Natmns Unltas Gendvaiienne: C P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genév&, Sulzze :
Tal; {+41) 2275898 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - Z-mall; geneva missfon@mpfa.gov.bh .
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