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In regard to the letter of the Chairman of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention dated 4 April 2011 (G/SO 218/2) 
and the Urgent Appeal letter dated 5 April 2011 jointly sent by the Special Rapporteur on the Independence of 
Judges and Lawyers, the Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of Freedom of Opinion and 
Expression and Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights Defenders, pursuant to Human Rights Council 
(UA G/SO 214 (67-17) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (33-16) CHN 8/2011), the Chinese government hereby 
provides the following reply after a careful investigation into the circumstances of those letters was carried out: 
 
Mr. Liu Xianbin, male, Han, born on 25 August 1968 in Sichuan Province, Suining municipality.  In August 1999, 
Mr. Liu was sentenced to thirteen years of imprisonment and three years of deprivation of political rights for inciting 
subversion of state power. In 2008, Mr. Liu’s sentence was reduced and he was released. 
 
As identified at the trial at the People’s Court of Suining, Sichuan, Liu Xianbin has published various subversive 
articles on the internet, inciting the subversion of China’s state power and the dismantling of the socialist system. 
Such action constitutes the crime of subversion of state power, an extremely serious offence which results in sever 
punishment according to the law. On March 25 2011, the court issued a statement sentencing Mr.Liu to ten years 
imprisonment for inciting subversion of state power, with two years of deprivation of political rights; This is added 
to the 4 months and eight days of deprivation of political rights which had not been served, resulting in a total of 10 
years imprisonment and 2 years and four months of deprivation of political rights.  
 
The judiciary organ strictly complies with the law when handling cases. Mr. Liu has commissioned a legal 
representative for the defense of his case. During the trial, in addition to Mr. Liu who carried out his own defense 
rights, his Lawyer has also issued a great number of statements on behalf of the defendant. Mr. Liu’s right to defense 
was thus fully protected.  
 
The Chinese Government respectfully requests that the full text of the above be recorded in the relevant UN 
documents. 
 
 






