(Translated from Arabic)

Reply of the Government of Egypt to allegations contained in urgent appeal No. UA
G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly and Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (53-
24) EGY 17/2103 concerning Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah

Mr. Alaa Saif El Islam Abd El Fattah Hamad, known as Alaa Abd El Fattah, led and
participated in a demonstration in front of the Shura Council on 26 November 2013 to
protest against the inclusion of provisions in the draft Constitution which would allow
civilians to be tried by military courts if they carried out a direct attack (against the security
forces). The demonstration had been organized without the notification required under Act
No. 107 of 2013, regulating the right to hold public meetings, processions and peaceful
demonstrations, being given.

During the demonstration, in which Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah participated, the
security forces assigned to protect the perimeter of the Shura Council building came under
attack. In this way, the peaceful nature of the gathering was not maintained and the rule of
law was infringed. '

In response, the security forces acted lawfully to break up the gathering following
the procedures laid down in legislation (first an oral warning, then the use of water cannon,
followed by the use of tear gas). This is recorded in Qasr El Nil Police Department crime
report No. 12058/2013. Twenty-four persons were arrested having been caught in the act of
committing the offences described above, but were subsequently released.

© Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah was arrested at his place of residence in connection with this
incident. An arrest warrant had been issued by the Office of the Public Prosecutor in which
he was accused of: assaulting _, an inspector in the western
Cairo security directorate, and stealing his wireless communication device and beating him;
organizing an illegal demonstration; instigating unrest; attacking members of the security
forces; blocking a public thoroughfare; engaging in unlawful assembly, and destroying
public property.

Mr. Alaa Ahmad Saif Al-Islam Abd El Fattah was brought to the Office of the
Public Prosecutor, which decided to detain him for a period of 4 days pending further
investigations. He was, furthermore, taken to a government hospital where a doctor was
assigned to give him a medical examination and prepare a report in connection with his
claims that he had been beaten. Medical reports are sent directly to the Office of the Public
Prosecutor.

Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah subsequently appeared before the criminal court, which
sentenced him to a term of 3 years’ imprisonment with labour.

There is no truth to the allegations that Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah was arbitrarily
arrested or detained or that he suffered ill-treatment at the hands-of the security forces. On
the contrary, all legal procedures were followed. In order to determine whether or not his
allegation of having been beaten was true, he was examined by a doctor at a governmental
hospital who drew up a report on his state of health which was forwarded to the Office of
the Public Prosecutor pursuant to the decision referred to above.

Neither Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah nor any of his family members have made a
complaint concerning the allegations contained in the urgent appeal.

There is no truth to the allegations that Mr. Alaa Abd El Fattah was held blindfolded
in a cold cell or that since his transfer to Tora prison he has been held in solitary
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confinement for hours at a time. The prison regulations in force are applied to him in the
same way as to all other prisoners, without distinction.
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The Pérmanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt fo the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human R1ghts (OHCHR-Special Procedures Branch), and with
reference to the fax dated December 6 2013 regarding the Joint Urgent Appeal on the
alleged torture and ill-treatment during arrest and the alleged risk of torture and ill-tréatment
of Mr. Alaa Abd El Fatah while in detention “UA G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly and
~ Association (2010-1) G/S0 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (53-24) EGY 17/2103%, has the honor to
attach herewith the preliminary reply of the Government of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the
aforementioned Joint Urgent Appeal, and looks forward that the enclosed information be
brought to the attention of the mandate holders who presented foresaid Joint Urgent Appeal,
and to be duly reflected in the relevant communications report to be submltted to the Human
Rights Council.

The Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and
Other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the assurances of its highest
. consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (Special Proceduregmﬁ}hﬁlﬂ;:.h)
Palais des Nations, CH-1211, Geneve 10
Fax: +41-22 917 9006

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE ARAE REPUBLIC OF EGYFT
TOQ THE UNITED NATIONS & OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
49 AVENUE ELANC, 1202 - GENEVE
TEL: +41-22-731.6530 FAX: +41-22-738.4415
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