Notein reply tojoint urgent appeal
UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 217/1 G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214
(107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) G/SO 214 (53-24)
G/SO 214 (89-15) BHR 6/2013

Concerning: Nafisa M ohsen Mohammed Al-Asfoor
Rihanna Abdullah Salman Hussein

Abbas | brahim Ahmed Al-Asfoor

Summary of the facts

On 20 April 2013, Nafisa Mohsen Mohammed Al-Asfoand Rihanna Abdullah Salman
Hussein were arrested when they were entering #tegah International Circuit (Formula One)
after police became suspicious of the suspect dldfishsen Mohammed Al-Asfoor, searched
her and found her to have put a cotton pillow robhedto make the police believe that she was
pregnant. She was accompanied by the suspect Rilfdullah Salman Hussein, who was also
searched, the search resulting in nothing. Theyewben taken to the competent security
department and questioned about the circumstarfcdsdncident. They confessed that they
belonged to a terrorist group planning to disrugausity in the Kingdom and were considering
bombing the Bahrain International Circuit (Form@ae) by placing a homemade bomb and
detonating it on the last day of the events ofRbemula One race and doing so in partnership
with the suspects Abbas Ibrahim Ahmed Al-Asfoor,ideAhmed Ali Salih and other unnamed
persons. The others would provide the bomb, whiohlevbe detonated according to the time
and place agreed as stated above. The reasonddeyohe to the Bahrain International Circuit
on 20 April 2013 was to reconnoitre and observest@irity measures the police were following
with the aim of executing the operation on the ey of the Formula One events on 21 April
2013.

On 22 April 2013, the suspects Nafisa Mohsen Mohathl-Asfoor and Rihanna Abdullah
Salman Hussein were turned over to the public prdsen with the record of the factual

findings and the seized items.



Public prosecution proceedings

On 22 April 2013, the public prosecution questiottesl suspect Nafisa Mohsen Mohammed Al-
Asfoor in the presence of her lawyer, Intisar Alida. Her examination was completed and

there was no sign of injuries. The following chargeere brought against her:

1. Joining a group formed in violation of the provissoof the law for the purpose of
overturning the Constitution and the laws and adgperrorism as a means of executing

its purposes.

2. Having knowledge of a terrorist plot and of othgessession of explosive devices and

failing to inform the authorities.
She denied the first charge but admitted the second

The questioning of the suspect Rihanna Abdullaim8alHussein took place in the presence of
two lawyers, Mohammed Al-Marzouq and Abdullah Z&IRDin Abbas, Her examination was
completed and the prosecution saw no sign of iegurifrhe following charges were brought

against her:

1. Joining a group formed in violation of the provissoof the law for the purpose of
overturning the Constitution and the laws and adgperrorism as a means of executing

its purposes.

2. Having knowledge of a terrorist plot and of othgessession of explosive devices and
failing to inform the authorities.

She admitted the charges brought against her.

On 23 April 2013, after the questioning of the tsuspects was complete, they were detained for
a period of sixty days.

The two suspects were taken before the forensitodad the general directorate of material
evidence for examination to determine whether thlegwed signs of injury contemporaneous
with the time and date of arrest. The report wasrstied on 28 April 2013 and concluded that

there was no sign of injury on the two suspectderaporaneous with the time of their arrest.
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Arrest warrants were issued for the suspects Alitrasim Ahmed Mohammed Al-Asfoor and
Mehdi Ahmed Ali Salih.

Investigations were sought into the incident arel iention of their names by the two female

suspects during their questioning.

On 24 April 2013, the suspect Abbas Ibrahim Ahmezh&mmed Al-Asfoor was handed over to
the public prosecution with the record of the fattéindings. When questioned about the
incident, he admitted that he and the two womenjbiagd a terrorist group and to plotting with
them to execute a terrorist act by detonating a lb@n the Bahrain International Circuit

(Formula One). The following charges were brougjaiast him:

1. Joining a group formed in violation of the provissoof the law for the purpose of
overturning the Constitution and the laws and adgperrorism as a means of executing

its purposes.
2. Possession of explosives for terrorist purposes.
He admitted the charges brought against him.

On 24 April 2013, after the questioning of the |dpwas complete, he was detained for a
period of sixty days.

The suspect was taken before the forensic docttreofeneral directorate of material evidence
for examination to determine whether he showedssajrinjury contemporaneous with the time
and date of arrest. The report was submitted oAf28 2013 and concluded that there was no

sign of injury on the suspect contemporaneous thightime of his arrest.

The date of the renewal of the detention of theescis Nafisa Mohsen Mohammed Al-Asfoor
and Rihanna Abdullah Salman Hussein was 18 Septe2®i& by the High Criminal Court.

The date of the renewal of the detention of theacisAbbas Ibrahim Ahmed Mohammed Al-
Asfoor was 22 September 2013 by the High Criminali@©



On 21 August 2013, the International Committee ltd Red Cross visited Nafisa Mohsen
Mohammed Al-Asfoor and Rihanna Abdullah Salman ldussand the latter has received

several visits by the general complaints secrdtand the public prosecution.

The aforementioned have also received family viaitgl telephone calls. Note that they are
provided with health care and medical reviews, gnedhealth care and treatment they need has
been obtained for them
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Geneva, 15t October 2013
1/5(4) - 337 (wg)

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and would like to
refer to the joint urgent appeal, ref. UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 217/1 G/SO 214
(67-17) Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16)
G/SO 214 (53-24) G/SO 214 (89-15) BHR 6/2013, dated 28 August 2013,
sent by the Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances; the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the Working Group on the
issue of discrimination against women in law and in practice; the Special
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association; the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights defenders; the Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and lawyers; the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; and the Special Rapporteur
on violence against women, its causes and consequences on the information
received regarding allegations of arbitrary detention, torture and ill-treatment
of Ms. Rihanna Al-Musawi and Ms. Nafeesa Al-Asfoor, and of lack of
judicial safeguards while in detention; and of arbitrary detention of Mr. Abas
Al-Asfoor whose whereabouts are currently unknown.

In this regards, the Mission has the honour to enclose herewith the reply of
the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the aforementioned joint
urgent appeal in Arabic language.

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration.

Ms Jane Connors,

Chief Special Procedures Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson - /
Rue des Paquis 52 /"
1201 Geneéve !
Fax: +41 22917 90 06 /917 90 08
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Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genave, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-maik; geneva.mission @mofa.gov.bh
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