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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Nations Office
and other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, and has the honour to
enclose herewith the following documents:

“Medical staff issues - Salmaniya Case”

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Bahrain avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights the assurance of its highest consideration.

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
United Nations Office at Geneva

Palais des Nations

CH - 121 1 Geneve 10

Fax: +41 22917 90 08
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Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein aupres de I'Office des Nations Unies Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse
Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E- mail: geneva.mission @mofa.gov.bh
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. At the ehd of the judicral proczss onIy ¢ accused medical pro[esﬂonals are in

. - jail (the longest sentence is 5 years). Everyone elsé s ﬁ'ee. ﬂxm acqmtced have ; ..

had their crlmmal recprd expunged

c E > The complatnts ofmmzm mre investlgqted and prasecuﬁons have been

A Two endwtngmismncepuonsabou memedlc’scases

‘ commencad qgeinst ﬁvooﬂim-s, lncludmg one member }‘hom the Rayal Famm: o

1 'lbﬂ original 20 miedical professuonals were charged Mﬁx felony oﬁencs o

(such ag discriminatory treatment and compromising patient care) and ot

for treating patients. The idea of prosecuting medical professionals for

facts

‘ ~’zl:reating padem:s Is abhorrent and a myth thatis slmply ndt supported by the

o Aslde from Salmamya, there are mim hm:pmls ln ‘Bahrain that .

" the, Royal Medical: hospml treated more, of these patients than

T treated” ‘protestors, law enforcenient officials and bystanders (in fact

| Salmaniya) and ‘not ‘one of the medical professionals at thase _ .

mstimuons was charged. .. i o

o “The oﬁ'ending doctors came from one plica onky Even within that one

* place ~Salmanlya Hospital - of the 2,658 doctors and nurses working '

there, only zowere dxarged. with 11 found suilty.

2. The early agenda setting reports of Physictans £0r Human Rights (PHR) and
" - -Human Rights Watch (HRW) weré rished, partial and’ methadologically ' -

flawed as now confirmed. by the BICI report, For example, none, of thé- -

following findings of the BICL (recognised by both PHR and HR.W as the

.., definitive account) .is reflectéd in the PHR or HRW.reports, nor in-the

......

: " statements of the actused medical petsonnel, which slmp)y ﬁo not bother o
. pravideanaomrate and: balanced perspective: .. o ‘ ,

L j': ‘o "Duringthe period from 4 Febmry to 16 March 2011 protestors-jif-

. gathered at the entry and exit of SMC {Salmaniya:Medical Complex]. -

‘Thie Comniission recsived video footage showing a Shia cleric calling

.o su'ongyoungmentownml the enfyance andemtofSMC "(1[833),.__ -

o “Some of tlm medical personnel com*mlled the Emergem:y Semon, the
- ICU and most of the SMC’s ground Jeyel ... had polisical ties’ ‘with the
oppasition and pursued a political agenda. Among them were sothe

" ., were seen leading demenstrations and chants against the regime both

o outﬂde and lns;de SMC ’I‘hese persons muved in and out’ of their
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" roles as political activists and medical persozmel, the latwer bei.ng o
xped:ed to carry out thm professional, ethical .and lggal dutxes
(1Y833-834). .

oo, Concernh:g GoB's daims that the accused medxcai suﬂ inham:onal N
" - spread false rumors and information about the events at SMC thereis ~ -
" evidence supporting these claims with' respect to' soipe . » medical
Ipersonnel" 1 835) B oy

o "The’ madlcal staff . . did not attempt ito; prevent the media from
* filming inside the Emergency Sectiori and on the ground floor of SMC .
in general, thus contravening thé Code of Ethics ... one of the doctors -
 interviewed by the media showed the 1D cards of patients-allegedly ~ '
" workmg hrche security forces (1 836, footnote449). C

o -"The Commsion conchided that unaut}idhxed marchies and protests

. -did take plage [on the premises off ‘SMC .. based’ on witness. .
©: statemenits and footage ...'Photographs received by the Coromission.
show protesmrs, mcludmg sorne medical  staff, pamcipatmg in -

o “The evidenne presemaed ta the Cammxssmn revealsthat a number of =
. *injured expatriates who were broughit t.SMC were first attacked by S
- protestors in. d!ﬂ'erent Iocations ... and that they were also assan!ted Lo
by the proeesw:s in front of the Emergency Section .. Video tapes and
- witness statements show cases of mistweatment against. patients
',because tbey were Subni expatnaﬁe workers ... (Y 838) '

- "Further, statements by. witnesses suggest, that the manner in which .~ . _
 -soise of the doctors treated some injured expatriate personsrisestoa =~ -
.+ "level of hiuman fosensitivity . and proﬁassmml disregard for madica.l'
v -ethics” (Y 838). o

- o"._"‘[A}s & result ot‘ the selzure of the external part of SMC by the |
1. protestors who controlled atcess to the hospital ... the number of .
L gemal patients awessmg the hospntalwassxgmﬁanﬁy reduced.” (L g€
T B 9] = _ ~
R relatmn o the claxm by the GoB t}m: protesmts ‘uised ambulances"‘j;
", totransport protestors between the roundabout and the University of

o . Bahrain [ﬁresceneofviolentdashesl ﬁ\ereisreasonmbelleveﬂm IR
thtsocmrxed.”ﬁ“ﬂ) e ST

. © '-“Wmi respecc o the clmms made by the GoB and bther-sources ﬂxat '
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received one vudea recording shamug a Sunm carrying an mfant and -
. being denfed access to SMC by three medical staff ... Several witness -
" “statements presented to the Commissionalso support: a!le@ahons of
""dlscriminatlon and denial of medjcal care’.... The SMC entrancé and. .
exit weré controlled by protestors, as were the inside Opeu spaces of "
.thecomp!ex "(1846) I .

. . i 0 “The chmmisslon finds that the wcdpaﬁon and control of the areaby -
" . . % protestors hampered general access to the hospital and created 4
SRR : perception of an: unsecl;re environment for those requiring medical - -
‘care.’ Some Sunni patienits seeking to gain access to SMC foi medical . .
treatment Were turned away. .Most.of the SMC's. ground floor level,
. including the Emergency Section, the ICU and the admxmstrauve'.' ,
" section, were taken over and controlled by [the convicted] medical .
persontel L.  cases ‘of . discrimination agmnst patients ‘were ;.
documented"ﬁ 847) o ‘ "

NP

0 "'More generally the Commussxon cxmsudets that the mvolvement of
- .. some doctots and medical personnel in various political activites on |
“ocay.. 7. andaround the SMC premises was clearly ‘difficult to, reconcile with
T T the'full exercise of théjr medical responsibilities and bighly disruptive
to the opﬁmum operation of an xmportnxxt medxcal famhty ina ume of K

[1"347)
R mmmmm Pl o
R . Ren'ial iy civilian couns. All 20 of the acmsed, and mmally sentenced in
" thie Nationa) Safety, ‘Courts, were given a full ré-trial in the:civilian (appeals) -
murts in Ocmber 2011, .At t.bis re!rlal the prosecudon madedear that .
SN ‘G Itwould natrelyonanyconfess:on evxdence N

. o * Al charges relaﬁng m speech or.. pratest—relahed a;:tmty were‘ ] s
dropped S I

e All the accuscd Were represenmd by Iawyets. .
f '.--:"Theoourtlssuedutsvendicttmlﬂunezmz S T

.0 9acqnittals
o : Z natpresent

R :0 9convic0edlqnge§tsentencewas’5ym

.-: Tiw One person sentenced to5 years. i
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' One persou sentenced 03 years,
Two persons sentenced to1 year each;

 One person sentenced to 6 wonths; P
Three persons sentenced to 1'month each; am:l
One person sentemed o 2 months RO

s e sw

Lo RaecordsexpungedAllﬂmeaoquittedhadtheirmmmalcomcuons ’ "
| sxpanged. g

. Kvidmce. I‘he cm.lmn appea]s court baised its verdids on witness o
- testitnonies (both civiliah and from féllow medical professionals), 4s wellas .
pliysical and technical evidence filed i the casé showing discrimination
: based oh sect, mistreatineiit of patients and keeping patients in-¢ustody for = .+ /.
’ lnmrrogaﬁon on the grounds tbatﬂmywere supporters of the Government Con

‘. Fmdom of expression/assembly. “The: judgment of the appeals coux’c
e ' makes dear that there were po convictions for acts of expression or
assembly ' (the- charges’ related . to -such acts were, dropped from the .
prosecuﬁon case and no evidencawasolfered) ‘ RN

e Appeal, The above judgment was appealecl to the Court of Cassation. This o
Court heard:the appea.ls and upheld the dectsmn of the Appeals Gourt on 1 L
chber 2012 : : L

D Mmm
As of boday, four mﬁdwal professlonals are n pnson

ﬁ) Dl' All M'mﬂl for 5 yeal's (tncludlng ﬁme serQd, hﬁ« W'm be l’eleased ‘- :.. :':.".: :

L& ~Mwstermmded the palmc:zanon of the’ hospxtal enmonmcnt (wuhim :

" .the hotpml and in its vicinity) and the take over of parts {including

o the emergendy room) of the hiospital by medical professionals and . .

3L . protestors. All this resilted in the disruption of the keyoperauons of
ARSI g‘ﬂmhospital, resuhinginpauents notBeingtreated L

. Ra.llied docmrs to ac!:ively co-operate during workmg hpurs, .
7. with protestors to spread chaos and overthrow regime. _
"* =’ Provided support to protestors andled meetings with. them L
the hospital compound. : | D
»  Asked doctors to. demonistrats outslde hospml and oollecned ‘
sigmtures from: dcctors eallmg for the fall of reglma '
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e : . Asa.resultofhis acﬁgnsmanypadents COﬂld notbetreated_ oo
L S _ For example,twosmdents suffe):ing from bullet wmmds were
mrnedawaarandnotn'eated. ? :

() torahim Abiuah Torahim for 3 years {Ibrahim Abdullah Torahi)
(accounting for time served, he will be mleased on 29 Maxdx 2015).
The ﬁndmgs made against him includg

) Mam aocompllce wuh Dr M-Ekrt ln the act‘lons' above

(i) Dr Ghassan Dhaif for 1 year (ad:ouxmng for time. served he will be . -
released on 13 March 2013) The ﬁndings made agalnst}um mchlde.

1 .Reﬁxsed treatment toa stndent o the grounds of hls sect (the studem: :
was Sunni) . ‘

¢ . Used force to. keep a.n injured police ofﬁce( tnsnde ﬁxe hospita!, even -
-fiough the hospital could not treat him. The purpose was bb prevent
‘the oﬂ'icer ﬂ'om gettmguealmam. o i

(iv) - Dr Saeed Al—Samahijt (accounting for time served, he will be rekeased :
onzs Apml 2013); The ﬁndmgs made agaiusthim includp L

o "Disa'immamd ‘against South Asmn patients - by trunng them iu a
dlsrespect.’ﬁxl way, aﬂhng them “thugs” and holding them back for - "7,
interfogation which ‘was filmed by protestors- alloived 'into the. . 7L
hospital -with: . cameras (the ‘protestars ot - ‘only filmed ‘the . T
,intermsaﬁon “hut also the identiﬁcauoa mrds of the South Aslan
Paﬁents} S 5

‘me Pubhc Pmsamnon has mvastxgated tmmre allegations made by the
. défendants in this case. It took statements from 14 compiaimnts, 13 civilian
witnesses:to tortire (including 9. doctors, 2 niirsesy (having fitst met and

S interview - many more wimesses) 17 publig | security personnel were _‘j:
L 'invesﬁgauedaspotennal suspects R

. ‘As ' result of the mvesugmons 2 polwe oﬁicers (conoeming 6 .
complainancs), including a first: liéweenant from the Royal family and-a .

“lieutenant colonel, were charged for torture and mxstreahnent and referred i
to Co'txrt at the end of Apnl 2012: .

BRA

e Their charges indude the use’ of force and thream to force a
confessxon to cmnes (Amcles 754 and. 208.1 of the Penal Code],
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: mlsdemeanor assazﬂt (Article 339 of the Pena.l Code}, ‘apd’

mlsdemeanor slanadgr (Axﬁcle 365 of the Penal Code)

- o'" 'l‘ha ﬁrstoﬂicerwaschaxged thh%he use ofmm&meand threats; . o
- (directy ot through others) against 4 of the medics, n order to force Uy

’ .:',tbemtuconfesswacrime

. o The Public Progecution also made similar charges against ﬁm second )

: oﬂicer for forcmgtwo of the accusedwomenW(mnfess. .

o .. ~Prosecumrs ‘have requested punisbmant as sﬁpulated in Artlcles 754 and;.__,

; ",‘208 '] of the Penal Code [ie up toa mmmum of 15 years of lmpnsonment]

"+ The vext'scheduled heaﬂng o hear the wimess evndsuce) is. seheduled for

‘ 118 December 2012

Misdemﬁnor case (&gainst 28 defendants)

o~ 28 health professionals have been charged W‘lth dlegal game:ing to pmmst__ e

-asainst the regnme

. 'l’nelr senmnces were announqed on 21 Nav 2012 by the Lower Criminal- K

‘ .;__.:Coutt

o 23 sentanced for threg- months {200 dmars for bml)
.o Sacqultted o ‘

.....

. All 23 haw appealed t:he sent;enne (in the mqamime all of ﬁ'wm are out oni B

bat),

,,,,,




