
The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations and 
Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliment to the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honor to forward the 
information provided by the authorities of the Russian Federation in relation to the 
joint communication of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention; Special 
Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on 
freedom of religion or belief; Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and 
lawyers and Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and 
consequences.  

 
UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) G/SO 214 (56-23) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) 

G/SO 214 (89-15) Cultural rights (2009) RUS 2/2012. 
 
 The Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations in 
Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
 
       Geneva, 17 August, 2012 
 
The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
 
Geneva 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information of the Government of the Russian Federation 
in relation to the joint communication of the Working Group on Arbitrary 

Detention; Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights; Special Rapporteur 
on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression; Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief; Special 

Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers and Special Rapporteur 
on violence against women, its causes and consequences regarding the detention 

of members of the band “Pussy Riot” 
 

 
Reference: UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) G/SO 214 (56-23) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) 
G/SO 214 (89-15) Cultural rights (2009) RUS 2/2012. 
 

 

On February 21, 2012, several young women wearing balaclavas masking 

their faces entered the Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Moscow and using 

portable sound-amplifying equipment sang a song with obscene content near the 

Cathedral’s alter thus brusquely breaching public order and interrupting the 

normal functioning of the Cathedral. When an attempt was made to detain them 

they fled from the Cathedral. 

 

This incident was registered in accordance with the established 

procedure and following the enquiry conducted by the Investigation Unit of 

Moscow’s Khamovniki District Office of the Ministry of Internal Affairs on 

February 24, 2012, criminal case № 177080 was instituted on the basis of 

essential elements of offence specified in Part 2 of Article 213 of the Criminal 

Code of the Russian Federation (CCRF) (hooliganism). 

 

As a result of the operational and investigative measures taken by the 

police including examination of witnesses and additional inspection of the 

incident site it was established that persons who committed the above-

mentioned crime could be members of the punk band “Pussy Riot”. 

 

During duly authorized searches conducted at the suspects’ places of 

residence more than ten mobile phones as well as SIM cards, exercise books with 

notes about members of the band and actions carried out by them, a yellow dress 

and a balaklava mask presumably used during the action in the Christ the 

Saviour Cathedral were discovered and seized in accordance with established 

order. 

 

On March 3, 2012, Ms. Maria Alekhina born in 1988, Ms. Nadezhda 

Tolokonnikova born in 1989, Mr. Pyotr Verzilov born in 1987 and previously   

convicted under Part 1 of Article 158 of CCRF (theft) and Ms. Ekaterina 

Samutsevich born in 1982 were detained in Moscow. 

 

On March 5, 2012, Taganskyi District Court of Moscow decided to apply to 

Ms. Alekhina and Ms. Tolokonnikova a measure of restraint in the form of 

placement in custody for the period until April 24, 2012. On March 14, 2012, 



Moscow City Court found the decision to put them under arrest to be valid and 

legitimate. 

 

On March 16, 2012, Taganskyi District Court of Moscow also took a 

decision to place Ms. Samutsevich in custody as well. On April 19, 2012, the Court 

decided to extend the arrest of the participants in the punk action in the Christ 

the Saviour Cathedral until June 24, 2012, and on June 20, 2012 – until July 24, 

2012, correspondingly. 

 

In choosing a measure of restraint and taking decisions to extend the 

period of placement the defendants in custody the Court took into due 

consideration the seriousness of the offence committed and the information 

about the personalities of the detained. Consequently, the Court arrived at a 

well-grounded conclusion that it was impossible to apply any other measure of 

restraint except to put the suspects in custody because if they were left at large 

they could went into hiding and hinder legal proceedings. 

 

Lawyers’ complaints concerning the chosen measure of restraint and 

extension of the period under guard were reviewed under cassational procedure 

on March 14 and May 11, 2012, and dismissed. The Court did not find any 

breeches on the part of the Russian Federation of its commitments under 

international human rights treaties and agreements. 

 

No other criminal cases were instituted against the defendants with 

regard to the act of hooliganism committed in the Christ the Saviour Cathedral. 

 

No claims concerning wrongful acts including threats allegedly received 

by defendants’ relatives and lawyers, acts of interference with their lawyers’ 

work and freezing their accounts were submitted to the investigative and judicial 

bodies as well as to the prosecution authorities supervising this criminal case. 

There are no legislative grounds for the state to take measures to protect the 

above-mentioned individuals. 

 

No property seizure or any other measures of procedural coercion were 

applied during the investigation. 

 

Ms. Tolokonnikova’s request for permission to communicate with her 

husband was refused on reasonable grounds since the investigator was checking 

on the involvement of the latter in the committed offence. No other requests for 

communication with the defendants were submitted.  

 

During the demonstration in support of the defendants held on March 14, 

2012, near the building of Moscow City Court Mr. Krygovykh sustained bodily 

blows. Inquiry bodies are conducting pre-investigation check into the incident. 

 

A number of Russian citizens were detained for breeching public order 

during unauthorized demonstration in support of the defendants held on April 

19, 2012, near the building of Taganskyi District Court of Moscow. In accordance 



with the established procedure the court held them administratively liable and 

set fines in the amount of 500 – 700 Roubles. 

 

 

 

 










