(Translated from Arabic)

Reply to the communication from the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights concerning the arbitrary detention of Mr.
Abdulhadi Alkhawaja

It should be noted at the outset that Mr. Abdulhadi Alkhawaja ended his hunger
strike on 28 May 2012, gradually, without any pressure and of his own volition. He had
been taking various fluids and sustaining liquid foods during his hunger strike and a
specialized medical team was monitoring his condition.

With reference to the letter from the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights with regard to the arbitrary detention of Mr. Alkhawaja,
we wish to state the following in respect of histrial and his enjoyment of hisrights.

1. Trial

Mr. Alkhawaja was sentenced in his presence by the National Safety Courts, with
others, to life imprisonment in the Department of Reform and Rehabilitation for conspiracy
to overthrow the regime in the Kingdom of Bahrain. Those sentenced were charged with a
number of offences, notably: establishing and directing a terrorist group for the purpose of
overthrowing and changing the Constitution and the monarchy and for membership of that
group; collusion with a terrorist organization abroad acting in the interest of a foreign
Government in order to perpetrate hostile acts against the Kingdom of Bahrain; attempting
to overthrow and change the political regime and the Constitution by force; obtaining or
possession of publications or printed materials that promote or encourage the overthrow of
the national political regime by force or by illega means; broadcasting false news,
tendentious rumours and propaganda that would disturb public order and harm the public
interest, incitement of sectarian hatred and contempt. An appeal against the judgement was
lodged with the National Safety Court of Appeal, which upheld the judgement of the court
of first instance.

It should be noted that judicial guarantees were afforded to all those convicted in
their presence in this case, in which there were two hearings. The case is currently before
the Bahraini Court of Cassation (ordinary courts) under the provisions of Legidative
Decree No. 28 of 2011. The judgement in respect of Mr. Alkhawaja was overturned and the
Court decided to refer the case for review to the High Criminal Court of Appeal, where it
remains under consideration.

2. Enjoyment of rights

The Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain emphasizes that it did not take any
measures in respect of any of the defendants during the state of national safety for activities
related to the exercise of their rights, such as the right to freedom of opinion and expression
and the right to peaceful association. However, it did charge them with offences under
Bahraini criminal legislation. The judicia guarantees for which Bahraini legislation
provides apply to al defendants, as follows:

1 Defendants are provided with the necessary medica and health care,
including treatment at specialized medical centres and hospitals outside the place of
detention;

2. Defendants can perform religious observances freely and are provided with
appropriate conditions in which to do so;

3. Defendants are tried in public hearings that are open to al, including the
representatives of international organizations and civil society ingtitutions;
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4, Mr. Alkhawaja exercises hisright to visits from family, hislegal counsel and,
as a Danish national, from the Danish embassy. In addition, he receives official visits from
the Ministry of Human Rights and from the human rights association Mabadi in order to
verify whether or not he enjoys hisrights as a prisoner;

5. The measures taken by the Kingdom of Bahrain in order to ensure that
international standards for the administration of prisons are implemented and that the
situation of prisoners as members of society is monitored include the signature of an
agreement between the Ministry of Interior and the International Committee of the Red
Cross authorizing the latter to visit prisons and places of detention in order to verify
whether international standards are being applied by the Ministry of Interior;

6. We should like to emphasize that the charges against some defendants,
including Mr. Alkhawaja, relating to freedom of opinion and expression and the right to
peaceful assembly were dropped.

Lastly, we should like to point out that Mr. Alkhawaja is not held in arbitrary
detention as mentioned in your reports but receives full care and the legal safeguards set out
above. We appreciate the efforts of the Special Rapporteurs of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention and will continue to cooperate and communicate with you on any
matter that would promote human rights principles.
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Geneva, 3 September 2012
1/5(4) - 388 (sr)

Mr. El Hadji Malick Sow
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Fax: +41 22 917 90 08

+41 22917 90 06

Excellency,

I would like to refer to your letter, ref. G/SO 218/2, of 315t May 2012, informing me
that the Working Group decided to adopt on 2 May 2012, its Opinion No. 6/2012
(Bahrain).

In this regards, I have the honour to enclose herewith the response of the Ministry
of Human Rights of the Kingdom of Bahrain regarding the detention of
Mr. Abdulhadi KHAWAJA, in Arabic languages.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Yusuf Abdulkarim BUCHEERI
Ambassador, Perma\?ent Representative
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