(Translated from Arabic)

Reply to joint urgent appeal No. UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17) Assembly &
Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) BHR 6/2012 of 24 July 2012
addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs from the Chair-Rapporteur of the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, the Special Rapporteur on the promotion
and protection of the right to freedom of expression and opinion, the Special
Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders and the Special
Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers with regard to allegations
received concer ning the detention and forthcoming trial of Mr. Nabeel Rajab

With reference to the aforementioned urgent apmaalshould like to make the
following reply.

(@) Mr. Nabeel Rajab Abd al-Rasul Rajab, identifima card number
640013651, is the documented president of the Bal@antre for Human Rights which
was registered in accordance with Bahraini lawully 2002. However an order to close the
Centre was issued in 2004 in view of the fact thhad violated the purposes for which it
was established and perpetrated a number of leg#tions. Nevertheless, Mr. Rajab
continued to publish news and statements both @nvebsite and privately on his personal
Twitter account, claiming that doing so was a editand human rights activity.

He continued to publish inflammatory statements proghaganda against the ruling
regime and phrases insulting to the statutory tsodied continued to call for assemblies
and illegal marches; all of the above are estabtisds criminal offences under the Criminal
Code and the Public Meetings, Marches and AssemBlat No. 18 of 1973, as amended
by Act No. 32 of 2006.

Consequently, legal proceedings were initiated. Tase was brought before the
ordinary court to the Office of the Public Prosecutvhich launched an investigation and
took all legal measures.

The case was referred to the criminal court foal tds the offences concerned,
described below, are criminal offences under thenibal Code.

1 Case No. 3460/2012/07, released 14 February 2012

* Incident summary: The defendant was arrested wpgldicipating in an illegal
march on 14 February 2012.

e Charges: Participating with others unknown in ahgehg; calling for a march
without prior notification; participating in a mdrd¢hat endangered public security,
without prior notification.

» The defendant appeared before the court accompéyidds lawyer, Mohammed
Al-Jishi, on 6 May 2012.

» The court decided to postpone the hearing untistresion of 26 September 2012 in
order to hear the witnesses for the defence.

2. Case No. 5263/2012/07, released 31 M arch 2012

* Incident summary: The defendant was arrested wpgldicipating in an illegal
march on 31 March 2012.

» Charges: Participating with others unknown in éhgehg in a public place; calling
for a march in Manama without prior notificationarficipating in a march that
endangered public security, without prior notifioat
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» The Office of the [Public] Prosecutor questionegl defendant on 31 March 2012 in
the presence of his lawyer, Mohammed Al-Jishi.

» The case was transferred to the fifth Lower Crirh@®@aurt.

» The defendant appeared before the court accomphyiachumber of lawyers.
» The court decided to postpone the hearing untikgssion of 16 July 2012.

» The court decided to postpone the hearing untikdssion of 5 August 2012.

3. Case No. 4705/2012/07, released 20 May 2012 with a travel ban by court order
of 20 May 2012

* Incident summary: A complaint was made that Mr.aRajvas insulting the public
security forces through social networking site Tevit

» Charges: Publicly insulting a statutory body (Minysof Interior).

» The Office of the Public Prosecutor questioneddéfendant on 6 May 2012 in the
presence of his lawyer, Mohammed Al-Jishi.

» The case was transferred to the third Lower Criln@aurt on 10 May 2012; the
defendant was remanded in custody and the heaaitegvehs set for 16 May 2012.

» The court decided to postpone the hearing untilM&8/ 2012 and ordered the
defendant to be released on bail of 300 Bahraimargi (BD).

» On 28 June 2012, the court sentenced the defenddris presence, to a fine of 300
BD.

» The defendant lodged an appeal against the senténgcthird High Criminal Court
scheduled [the hearing] for the session of 27 Ndam2012.

4, Case No. 4947/2012/07, released 28 May 2012 with a travel ban by court order
of 28 May 2012

* Incident summary: During the assembly organizedbWifaq on 12 January 2012,
the defendant made a speech containing numeroegalilland inflammatory
remarks; at the end of the assembly, he called foarch to Manama.

» Charges: Participation with others in a gathermg@ ppublic place, refusing an order
by the security forces to disperse, calling for arch in Manama without prior
notification.

» The Office of the Public Prosecutor questioneddifendant on 12 May 2012 in the
presence of his lawyer Mohammed Al-Tajir.

» The Office of the Public Prosecutor decided toaséethe defendant on bail of 300
BD.

e On 17 June 2012, the defendant appeared accomphypiéalvyers requesting a
delay to hear the witnesses for the defence. Thet atecided to postpone the
hearing until the session of 26 September 2012athe witnesses for the defence
could be heard.

5. Case No. 5807/2012/07, released by the court on 19 June 2012, arrested on 9
July 2012 in order to implement the decision

* Incident summary: A number of residents of Al-Mulagy reported that an incident
had been attributed to the people of Al-Muharracsoaial networking site Twitter
that would make them the object of derision.
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» Charges: Libel, classified as an offence undeclar864 (1) and (3) of the Criminal
Code.

» The Office of the Public Prosecutor questioned Rajab in the presence of his
lawyer.

» The defendant appeared before the court accomphyiachumber of lawyers.

e On 19 June 2012, the court decided to release d¢fiendant and scheduled the
judgement hearing for the session of 9 July 2012.

e On 9 July 2012, the court sentenced the defenaatiiree months’ imprisonment
with immediate effect; the sentence was enforcecstime day.

» The defendant appealed the decision and the heardsgscheduled for the session
of 5 August 2012. The judgement hearing was poggaio the session of 23
August 2012.

» On 23 August 2012, the defendant was acquitteeo€Eharges against him.

(b)  Although the Bahrain Centre for Human Rightsected by Mr. Rajab, had
been closed for violating the law, it is clear froine above Mr. Rajab’s use of his Twitter
account to publish the aforementioned statemenssexeessive and went beyond the legal
limits and precepts governing the exercise of alitor human rights activities, in addition
to overstepping the principles provided for in th&ernational conventions relating to the
exercise of freedom of expression and opinion.

(c) We wish to note that legal proceedings wereught in respect of these
actions and incidents in view of the fact that tlaeg criminal offences. All of Mr. Rajab’s
rights and guarantees during the investigationhey ®ffice of the Public Prosecutor and
during the trial stage are ensured. In additioe, diefendant has the right to appeal the
decision and to lodge an appeal in cassation Wwi&hCourt of Cassation, in accordance with
the Code of Criminal Procedure.

We emphasize our commitment to respect for humaghtsi and our willingness to
cooperate in any way to preserve human dignityrasgdect human rights.
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Geneva, 24t August 2012
1/5(4) - 376 (sr)

Mr. El Hadji Malick Sow
Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention

Mr. Frank La Rue
Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of
opinion and expression

Ms. Maina Kiai
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association

Ms Margaret Sekaggya
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders

Ms. Gabriela Knaul _
Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers OHCHR REGISTRY

Fax: +41 22 917 90 08 K ,
+41 22917 90 06 24 AU[? 2012 k
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Excellencies,

e T L e
aere

With reference to your joint urgent appeal, ref. UA G/SO 218/2 G/SO 214 (67-17)
Assembly & Association (2010-1) G/SO 214 (107-9) G/SO 214 (3-3-16) BHR
6/2012, of 24t June 2012, on the allegations that you have received regarding the
detention and forthcoming trial and sentencing of Mr. Nabeel Rajab.

In this regards, 1 would like to enclose herewith the response of the Ministry of
Social Development of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the aforementioned urgent appeal,

in Arabic language.

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Budoor AHMED
Chargé d’affaires a.i.
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Mission Permanente du Royaume du Bahrein auprés de I'Office des Nations Unites Genéve/Vienne: C.P. 39, 1292 Chambésy Genéve, Suisse

Tel: (+41) 22 758 96 40, Fax: (+41) 22 758 96 50 - E-mail: geneva.mission@mofa.gov.bh
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