
The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tajikistan to the United Nations 
and Other International Organizations in Geneva presents its compliments to the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and has the honour to transmit 
the information concerning Mr. Zayd Saidov, former Minister of Industry. 
 
 The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tajikistan to the United Nations in 
Geneva avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights the assurances of its highest consideration. 
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To: the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 

 
 
The administration of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan presents its 

compliments to the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and notes that your concerns regarding violation of human rights of the citizen 
of the Republic of Tajikistan Mr. Zayd Saidov were comprehensively reviewed within 
the framework of the ongoing criminal investigation. 

 
It was established that on May 11, 2013, the Prosecutor’s Office of the city of 

Dushanbe filed criminal charges against Mr. Saidov under Article 170 of the Criminal 
Code of the Republic of Tajikistan (bigamy and polygamy). Members of Mr. Saidov’s 
family were questioned under this criminal case. A preliminary investigation relating 
to this case is at its final stage. 

 
On May 13, 2013, members of the Coordination Council of Business 

Association gathered and decided to dissolve the Council since they became aware of 
Mr. Saidov’s sordid motives in using the Council to serve his personal illicit and 
political interests. The decision was published in the mass media. This decision was 
taken by the members of the Coordination Council of Business Association freely and 
on their own volition. 

 
Due to the fact that the legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan stipulates that 

criminal charges against people’s deputies of oblast, city and regional Majlis can be 
filed exclusively by the Prosecutor General of Tajikistan, on May 17, 2013, Deputy 
Prosecutor General of the Republic of Tajikistan brought criminal charges against Mr. 
Saidov under paragraphs “c” and “d” of Part 4 of Article 319 (bribery in especially 
big amount) of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

 
On May 17, 2013, the Prosecutor General’s Office of the Republic of 

Tajikistan sent a submission to the Dushanbe Majlis (City Council) with the request to 
remove the immunity of Mr. Saidov as a deputy of that legislative body. On May 20, 
2013, the Dushanbe Majlis decided to strip Mr. Saidov of his deputy immunity and 
gave its agreement for his detention as well as for holding him criminally liable and 
for his arrest. The legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan stipulates that deputy’s 
personal presence is not required when such a decision is taken by relative legislative 
body. 

 
Thereafter, all procedural actions taken by the criminal persecution bodies of 

the Republic of Tajikistan, including Mr. Saidov’s detention and arrest, were based on 
the norms of the criminal procedural legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan, which 
are in full compliance with the norms of the international human rights law. 

 
Thus, contrary to what is stated in the communication, the decision to strip 

Mr. Saidov of the deputy immunity was not at all a hasty one and was taken in 
accordance with the national legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan. 

 
On May 21, 2013, Firdavsi District Court of Dushanbe chose, as a measure of 

restraint, to place Mr. Saidov into custody, i. e. he was not arrested and denied his 



freedom arbitrarily, rather, all these actions were taken in accordance with the 
procedures established in the legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan and relevant 
norms of the international law, in particular, in accordance with Article 9 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

 
Consequently, the communication’s statement that on May 19, 2013, Mr. 

Saidov was arrested upon his arrival at Dushanbe airport is groundless. On that day 
Mr. Saidov was questioned by the authorities and he was detained only on May 20, 
2013, after the Dushanbe City Council gave its consent to remove his immunity as a 
member of that legislative body and as of that moment he has been using the services 
of his lawyers to defend his rights. 

 
It should be noted here that since the day of Mr. Saidov’s detention his access 

to medical services have not been in any way restricted. Upon his request Mr. Saidov 
underwent a medical examination by a gastroenterologist and received the required 
treatment. At present, there are no more issues of concern here since in the pretrial 
detention facility where Mr. Saidov is presently held he is under a continuous medical 
observation. Consequently, there are no grounds for concerns about his physical or 
psychological conditions as well as about an alleged violation of his rights to defense 
including the right to be assisted by a lawyer of his choice. 

 
On June 17, 2013, this criminal case was graded as a “confidential” one 

because during the time when Mr. Saidov committed his crimes he held the post of 
the Minister of Industry of the Republic of Tajikistan and being a member of the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan he had access to the information pertaining 
to state secrets. 

 
As for broadcasting on State television a video document about one of Mr. 

Saidov’s enterprises as well as disseminating defamatory brochures about him, it 
should be noted that State television broadcasted a program about a former state 
enterprise “Tajikatlas” which in 2006 was given to acquired by Mr. Saidov as a bribe. 
Before it became Mr. Saidov ‘s property, this enterprise worked well and provided 
jobs for specialists in textile industry. As far as brochure “Illati Millat” about Mr. 
Saidov is concerned, according to Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right 
shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, 
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or 
through any other media of his choice. 

 
As for the statement that Mr. Saidov’s lawyers allegedly were denied the 

possibility to see their client in private and that one of his lawyers, Mr. Kudratov, was 
beaten up by investigators, it should be pointed out that these facts are not true. As of 
the moment when criminal charges were filed against Mr. Saidov, his lawyers, in 
accordance with the Criminal Procedure Code of the Republic of Tajikistan, have 
always been granted the possibility to see their client whenever Mr. Saidov requested 
that. Articles claiming that Mr. Kudratov was allegedly beaten up by an investigator 
in this criminal case appeared in the press after Mr. Saidov had dismissed him. No 
complaints or submissions to that effect were filed by Mr. Kudratov with the state 
authorities. 

 



The communication of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights expresses serious concern about alleged violations of Mr. Saidov’s 
human rights and we would like to inform the UNHCHR that criminal prosecution of 
Mr. Saidov is not related to exercising by him his rights to freedom of peaceful 
assembly and of association. He is not being prosecuted on political grounds. 

 
It should be pointed out that in 2012 the Agency for State Financial Control 

and Fight against Corruption of the Republic of Tajikistan carried out financial 
inspections of “Dushanbe Plaza” construction entity as a result of which serious 
financial shortfalls were uncovered, including embezzlement and tax evasion on a 
massive scale. Operational-investigative measures were taken in order to identify and 
detain accomplices in these crimes. Mr. Saidov, having learned about investigation of 
these crimes and in an attempt to escape criminal liability, founded a political party 
“New Tajikistan” and thus created the appearance of being prosecuted on political 
grounds. 

 
Mr. Saidov was criminally prosecuted for committing a number of heavy and 

especially grave crimes which are still being investigated. Information to the effect 
that Mr. Saidov’s rights were allegedly violated by the investigation authorities does 
not correspond to facts. 

 
The laws of the Republic of Tajikistan guarantee the observance of rights and 

freedoms of Mr. Saidov, in particular his rights to defense, to receive sufficient time 
to prepare his defense, to familiarize himself with all the materials in the criminal 
case, the right to his case being examined by an independent and unbiased court 
within an adversary procedure as well as the observance of other rights stipulated in 
the national legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan and international legal 
instruments recognized by Tajikistan. And all these guarantees will be honored. 

 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
       B. Hudojarov 














