(Translated from Arabic)

Reply of the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the Special Rapporteur
in the field of cultural rights (SAU 3/2016)

Saudi Arabia shares the concern of the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural
rights, and of the world, over the cultural heritage of the Republic of Yemen, which is being
endangered due to the ongoing conflict in various parts of the country. That conflict is the
result of a military escalation on the part of the Houthi movement and the forces of the
ousted President, which occupied arms depots, also commandeering missile systems from
military bases, as they seized power. This has dealt a serious blow to the security of the
Yemeni people and threatened their economic and cultural potential. Consequently the
forces of the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen, at the direct request of the
legitimate Yemeni President, were compelled to intervene in the interests of peace, the
territorial integrity of the Republic of Yemen and the well-being and economic and cultural
potential of its people and to safeguard the security of neighbouring States.

In all its military operations, the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen is
careful to abide by all the provisions of international humanitarian law and international
human rights law, fulfilling its obligation to protect civilians and spare them from the
effects of the conflict. In fact, the forces of the Coalition have established clear limitations
and restrictions, which are set forth in rules of engagement that take full account of
international humanitarian law. The identification of military targets is a multiphase process:
the target is first selected then examined, drawing from various sources to ensure that it is a
bona fide military target and to avoid introducing errors into the targeting mechanisms. The
standing assumption is that all sites in Yemen are civilian sites until definitively proved
otherwise. Furthermore, a list of places that are off-limits and may not be targeted is
constantly being updated. It includes locations occupied by civilians, places of worship, the
headquarters of international organizations and agencies both governmental and non-
governmental, and cultural sites. The forces of the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in
Yemen have also adopted certain additional factors into their review and identification of
military sites as a way of being certain that the targeted locations are legitimate. They also
carefully select the appropriate weaponry to engage the target as a way of ensuring that
damage is circumscribed and that there is no resulting injury to civilians or civilian sites.
Each military operation is followed by a comprehensive review and any findings are
examined and addressed through the relevant inquiries and procedures. In this way, the
Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen fulfils its obligations under international
humanitarian law and international human rights law. Moreover, a joint multinational team
has been formed to assess incidents and institute inquiries into any information or claims
concerning civilian victims or the targeting of civilian or cultural sites. The team recently
announced the outcome of its investigations in a number of cases and will announce the
outcome of investigations in other cases once the relevant procedures have been completed.

Saudi Arabia is aware of the great significance that cultural heritage sites in Yemen
have and wishes unreservedly to state its concern — and that of all the forces of the
Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen — to protect those sites and spare them from
any negative consequences of the military conflict. This is in addition to the humanitarian
and charitable work that Saudi Arabia is also undertaking in Yemen through the King
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre, efforts that have drawn praise internationally
and from the United Nations. The information being disseminated by the rebel media, to the
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effect that the forces of the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen are deliberately
targeting historical and cultural sites, has absolutely no foundation in truth.
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Ref: 413/6/8/1) 3150 Date: 250 August 2016

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva presents its compliments
to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Special Rapporteur
in the field of cultural rights. In reference to the attached response on the mission’s
note verbal (ref: 413/6/8/1/3534) dated 3¢ August 2016, regarding the request to
extend the deadline of receiving response of communication (ref: SAU 3/2016)
received form the Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights on 31 May 2016.
Kindly find attached the reply of the Saudi Government on the above mention
communication

The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations
and other International Organizations in Geneva avails itself of this opportunity
to renew to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights; the Special
Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights the assurance of its highest consecration.

Office of the United Nations at Geneva
Palais Wilson, 1211 Geneva
F: 22 9179008
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