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  (Translated from Arabic) 

Kingdom of Bahrain 

Office of the Public Prosecutor 

1. The Office of the Public Prosecutor charged the accused with the following offences: 

• The felony of inciting a change to the country’s political system through force, 
intimidation and illegal means; 

 An offence defined by article 160 of the Criminal Code, which prescribes a penalty 
of imprisonment for a period not exceeding 10 years. 

• The misdemeanour of publicly inciting hatred of a “naturalized” segment of society; 

 An offence defined by article 172 of the Criminal Code, which prescribes a penalty 
of imprisonment for a period not exceeding 2 years and/or a fine of not more than 200 
Bahraini dinars (BD). 

• The misdemeanour of publicly inciting people to break the law and of sanitizing acts 
that constitute crimes; 

 An offence defined by article 173 of the Criminal Code, which prescribes a penalty 
of imprisonment for a period not exceeding 2 years and/or a fine of not more than BD 200. 

• The misdemeanour of publicly insulting a government institution, “the Ministry of 
the Interior”; 

 An offence defined by article 216 of the Criminal Code, which prescribes a penalty 
of imprisonment or a fine. 

2. The accused was afforded all legal safeguards during his interrogation and the 
Office of the Prosecutor granted his personal requests. He secured the services of a team of 
lawyers and he was thoroughly acquainted with the charges against him during each 
hearing. He was also permitted to read the records of his statements before signing them at 
each hearing. He was permitted to take a break for prayer, meals and, on request, to go to 
the bathroom. The Office of the Public Prosecutor also permitted his family and defence 
counsel to visit him in the place of detention.  

Evidence of the charges: 

1. When pressing charges and interrogating the accused, the Office of the Prosecutor 
relied on the content of the record of the investigations conducted by the Public 
Investigation Agency, the criminal evidence, and the statements and speeches delivered by 
the accused at public events and in the media, which afforded clear proof of the above-
mentioned offences. 

2. The statements and speeches contained words and expressions that targeted the 
regime, inciting people to confront and overthrow it. They also contained expressions that 
could be interpreted as threatening the use of military force, that incited hatred of 
naturalized persons, that incited people to break the law, and that insulted the police. 

Judicial proceedings: 

1. The Office of the Public Prosecutor referred the accused to the High Criminal Court. 
The case was heard in the presence of the accused and his team of lawyers and the Court 
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decided on 16 June 2015 to acquit him of the first charge, namely inciting a change to 
the political system through the use of force, and threatening to use force. It found him 
guilty and sentenced him to 2 years’ imprisonment for the second and fourth charges in the 
referral order, namely publicly inciting hatred and displaying contempt for a segment of 
society, and publicly insulting the Ministry of the Interior. He was also sentenced to 2 
years’ imprisonment for the third charge in the referral order, namely publicly inciting 
people to break the law. 

2. The convicted person appealed against the judgment. The Office of the Public 
Prosecutor also appealed against the decision to acquit him of the first charge and called for 
a harsher penalty. The two appeals were to be heard on 15 September 2015. 

3. The High Court of Appeal considered the appeals of the accused and the Office of 
the Public Prosecutor at hearings attended by the accused and his lawyers: Abdul Jalil al-
Aradi, Abdullah al-Shamlawi and Jalila al-Sayed. During the public hearings the Court 
viewed and listened to recordings of the public statements, words and interventions of the 
accused on which the charges were based. The Office of the Public Prosecutor and the 
defence submitted their appeals, and the Court decided at its hearing on 30 May 2016 to 
accept both appeals. It then decided unanimously to convict the accused of the first charge. 
It sentenced him jointly for the first, second and third charges to 7 years’ imprisonment and 
upheld the other judgment against which an appeal had been filed (namely a penalty of 2 
years’ imprisonment for the fourth charge). The Court thus convicted the accused of all the 
charges and sentenced him to a total period of deprivation of liberty of 9 years. 

4. The convicted person filed an appeal with the Court of Cassation against the 
judgment of the Court of Appeal. It has been submitted to the Technical Bureau of the 
Court of Cassation with a request for its opinion. No hearing of the Court of Cassation to 
consider the appeal has been scheduled to date. 

    










